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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, April 17 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

 

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

  

Worship Theme: 

Living the Resurrection 

through God’s Economics 

 

Sermon: 

The Economics of God 
  

Scripture:  

Acts 4:32-5:11 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Sunday, April 17, we begin our 12-month campaign to secure current and 

estate gift commitments to strengthen our church’s future. Our commitments will 

increase the endowment funds of St. John’s well beyond the required $500,000 

thresholds to begin producing spendable revenue. Tithing and giving to our 

church’s annual financial ministry plan continues to be our main stewardship 

focus. This campaign seeks gift commitments above and beyond each person’s 

annual tithe. 
 

Our  Second Century Legacy Campaign kick-off luncheon will follow worship this 

Sunday, April 17. It will be provided by Anderson’s Catering.  

 

Do you enjoy music? What about being part of a community? 
 

If these are important to you, then the Chancel Choir at St. John’s might be a 

good way for you to be part of a ministry team. Our choir is a group that not only 

loves to sing, but loves a variety of different styles of music. It is not uncommon 

for us to sing classical and folk, as well as spirituals and gospel music. Also, this is 

a group that is welcoming and will quickly become part of your extended family. 

We celebrate each other during the highlights of life and pray and care for each 

other in moments of pain or difficulty. We would love for you to choose to be part 

of what we are doing for the kingdom through the gift of song.  
 

Our rehearsals are on 

Wednesday nights from 7:15-

8:45 pm. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to call 

or email me. 

 

James Kevin Gray 

Minister for Worship and Music 

kgray@sjcharlotte.org 

803-524-0287  

mailto:kgray@sjcharlotte.org


 

WELL DONE, ACTIVELY FAITHFUL!  

 

It has been said, “Be care-full, you can miss out on 

happiness looking too far for things close by.” 

 

These words are being written on Tuesday morning, 

April 12th. Last night, I walked into our home after a 

meeting of the full deaconate, greeted Paula with one of 

those ‘peck’ kisses that are natural at the end of the 

work day after decades of a loving marriage, and washed 

my hands to prepare a snack for supper. As I hung my 

suit coat over the dining room chair, Paula asked, “Did 

you have a good day?” And, I said, “I did; I love serving 

the people of St. John’s. I wish all of my ministry years 

could have been this fulfilling and I wish every other 

minister could serve Christ’s Church with these kinds of 

‘Christians.’ They care about the mission of God in the 

world; they’re invested in continuing the ministry of 

Jesus; they are faithful in their financial stewardship; 

they are compassionate toward the marginalized, the 

poor, the homeless, the lonely, the de-churched, the un-

churched, the immigrant, the thirsty and the hungry; 

they bring their brains and hearts to church; the church 

leaders offer trustworthy servanthood in ways that 

promote unity in diversity; and they truly love one 

another.” Paula smiled and said, “Well good. I’m glad.” 

Over the decades, she has seen me come home many 

nights with a different answer. Thank you for being a 

blessing to me and to us! 

 

Thank you for realizing that being actively faithful 

involves each practice mentioned above and so much 

more. We are always pursuing maturity in Christ; what 

Paul described to Christ’s Church in Ephesus as: “…

maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.”  

 

Thank you for choosing to pursue maturity in your 

commitments to Jesus, as Lord of your faith. As we 

express in our St. John’s covenant, we pursue maturity 

in Christ through worship of The Living God; through 

personal Christian growth; through love for one another; 

through faithful financial stewardship; through offering 

a joyful Christian witness to the world; and through 

involving ourselves in being a servant church.  

 

All this to say that I am thankful to God for you, and I 

trust you are thankful for St. John’s too. On Sunday, we 

will worship The Living God and then we will gather in 

Broach Hall to learn how we can invest in supporting 

this legacy of active faithfulness into our second century 

and beyond our lifetimes. This is your senior minister 

looking close-by saying, ‘Well done actively faithful! Well 

done!’ 

 

Shalom, 

Dennis 

 

From Martha 

Cuba Trip 

Hi, Friends—We’ve had some of our original group 

members at work finding out some details about a possible 

trip to Cuba. We’re looking at having our next meeting on 

May 1st after worship in the chapel (same place as before). 

Stay tuned for an email with more details! 
 

Teacher Training 

This week is our next-to-last meeting, and it will be a fun 

one. Our topic is Church History (which includes everything 

from Christians and lions and Constantine to Protestants 

reforming and Baptists doing whatever they felt “led by the 

Spirit” to do!). Martha will be away performing a wedding 

in Charleston, but fortunately for you, Dennis Foust will be 

leading the class! Also, our Master Teacher this time will be 

Leslie Bragg, who has experience with youth and with 

adults. We will meet in the conference room at 9:15 am.  
 

Keep Your Eyes Open for the Summer Missions Tree—

coming soon!  
 

Youth News 

Youth will be on regular Sunday evening 5:00-7:30 pm 

schedule for the next three weeks (April 17, 24 and May 1).  
 

Upcoming Events: 

May 8 - Youth sing in morning worship 

May 15 - Youth Banquet from 5-8 pm 

June 5 - Senior Recognition in worship service 

 

 

6th/7th Grade Discipleship 

Retreat at Camp Cheerio last 

weekend 

(group photo and banner) 
 

 

 

 

 

From Allison 

Sunday:  
Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: Formation Hour begins at 9:15 am. The PreK/K 

class will have music time during the Formation Hour. 

They will remain in their normal classroom for Music. This 

class will stay in their classroom during worship.  

Grades 1-5: Formation Hour begins at 9:15 am. Check the 

sign on the table in the hallway for the morning's schedule. 

Children in 1st-3rd Grade will have Worship 101. Children 

in 4th and 5th Grade will have the option to attend Worship 

101 or attend worship with their families. Over the next 

two Sundays, the Worship 101 class will be attending part 

of worship together and then learning more about the 

different things that happen in worship in our classroom.   
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Friday, April 15 

6:30 am - Brotherhood of the Biscuit 

(Lounge) 

Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Peacock 

Email to reserve your biscuit:     

brotherhoodofthebiscuit@gmail.com  
 

Thursday, April 21 

11:00 am - Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 23 

Church Spring Clean-Up 
Needed: volunteers with strong backs 

Meet in Lasater Hall at 10 am 

We will work until 1 pm 

(snacks will be provided) 
 

Tuesday, April 26 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club 

Book of the month: Being Mortal 

by Atul Gawande 

Inter-Racial Conversation 
Thursday, May 12, at 6:30 pm 

 

Save the date for this special evening in Broach Hall as 

we host a conversation with Friendship Missionary 

Baptist members and other churches in our city. 

The program will include a joint choir from 

St. John’s, Friendship Missionary and  

Providence Baptist Churches, as well as 

a presentation by Tom Hanchett entitled 

“How Charlotte Became a Racially Segregated City.” 
 

 

Save the date for St John’s 101!   
 

Have you ever wished you could have a 

refresher course about Baptist principles?  

What about St. John’s history or church 

organization?  If so, you will want to mark 

your calendars for four consecutive Sundays beginning 

April 24.  The Membership Resource Team is pleased to 

offer the St John’s 101 course to guests, prospective 

members, and current members who just want a 

refresher.  The dates will be April 24, May 1, May 8, and 

May 15 during the Sunday School hour.  PLEASE 

REGISTER WITH JACQUELYN McABEE AT 

jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org or at 704.333.5428, ext. 11 by 

Tuesday, April 19th.  

 

 
  

Volunteer Opportunity for Great Organization 
 

Charlotte Family Housing is an organization which has a 

tremendous track record of successfully helping families 

move from homelessness to successful home situations. St. 

John’s hosts one of its temporary housing facilities on the 

second floor of our building. You can learn more about 

Charlotte Family Housing by visiting their link on our 

church website. 
 

Four times a year, St. Johns provides meals and over-night 

hosts at the Charlotte Family Housing facility at our 

church. Helping meet this commitment provides a great 

volunteer opportunity for you and /or your Sunday School 

class. If you are interested in helping or learning more 

about Charlotte Family Housing, or how you can help, 

contact Ken Raynor  at 704 618 2497 or at 

Ken@Raynorlawfirm.com. 
 

Deacon Nominations 

Each year, members of the congregation nominate other 

members of the church to serve as deacons. Our 

congregation is served by 48 active deacons each year on a 

three-year rotating basis with 16 deacons nominated 

annually. Please send your nominations to current chair of 

the deaconate, Doug Hammond (doug@redpart.com) or 

Jacquelyn McAbee (jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org). Please 

remember, you MUST have the person’s permission before 

submitting their name as a candidate for deacon. Names 

need to be submitted no later than April 26. Thank you. 

 

Thanks to the many St. John’s 

members and Sunday School 

classes, as well as our partners at 

Caldwell Presbyterian Church, for 

their dedicated efforts during the 

four-month Room in the Inn season 

which ended on March 31. More 

than 100 SJBC and Caldwell 

volunteers served as set-up helpers, overnight hosts, food 

providers, and van drivers on Friday nights and Saturday 

mornings throughout the RITI season. Each Friday night 

during the 17-week season, our volunteer teams provided 

wonderful meals and transformed the St. John’s gym and 

lounge into a warm, welcoming space for up to 12 homeless 

guests. Our volunteers also provided RITI guests with bag 

lunches to take with them on Saturday mornings. Our 

volunteers are great!  
 

Contact Alice Wirz or Dale Johnson for more information 

on this program or to volunteer when the Urban Ministry 

Center’s Room in the Inn program resumes on Friday,  

December 2. 
 

Thanks also to Holiday Cleaners for cleaning our RITI 

laundry cost-free throughout the season. Please support 

Holiday Cleaners as our way of  thanking them for their 

support! 
 

Heritage Sunday 2016 DVD available for purchase in 

the church office for $10. Contact Ryan Crowder for more 

information.  

mailto:brotherhoodofthebiscuit@gmail.com
mailto:doug@redpart.com
mailto:jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org
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Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Peggy Hutson - home 

Jacob Goodson & family 
 

This Sunday, April 17 

Deacons:  Maggie Bond, Phillips Bragg, Randy 

Brantley, Mary Jo Breckenridge, Marc Cardella, 

Pauline Carter, Steve Carter, Ryan Crowder, Pat 

Engle, Doug Hammond 

Tellers:  James Laney, Jim Pope 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 
 

Giving Report: 

Week of April 4-10: $20,135.50 
 

Ministers on Call: 

April 11-17: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

April 18-24: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 
 

 

Calendar:  April 17-23 

 
Sunday, April 17 

  9:15 ................... Sunday School Teacher Training (Conference Room) 
  9:15 ............................................................................ Sunday School (Classrooms) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

11:30 ................. Second Century Endowment Campaign Luncheon (Broach Hall) 

  5:00 ........................................ Youth Sunday Night Live (Gym/Lounge/3rd Floor) 

  Monday, April 18 
10:00 .................................................................... Mental Health America ( Lounge) 

10:30 ..................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 

  5:15 ................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  6:00 .............................................................................. Joy Class meeting (Lounge)   

Tuesday, April 19 
  7:00 ....................................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

  5:00 ................................................................................... CROP meeting (Lounge) 

  5:30 ............................................................... Right Moves for Youth (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ............................................................................... Zumba class (Lasater Hall) 

  6:00 ............................................................................ Queen City Unlimited (Gym) 

  6:15 ................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  6:15 ................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305/Youth Lounge) 

Wednesday, April 20 

  6:30 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:00 ............................................................................. Loaves and Fishes (Lounge) 

  9:30 ...................................................................................... Yoga Class (Room 114) 

  1:00 ................................................................ Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 

  6:30 ................................................... Membership Task Force (Conference Room) 

  7:15 ........................................................... Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, April 21 

10:00 .......................................................... HeadStart Parents meeting (Room 114) 

11:00 ................................................................................... Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 

12:30 ................ Novant Health Medical Group Managers’ Meeting (Broach Hall) 

  5:00 ............................................................................ Queen City Unlimited (Gym) 

Saturday, April 23 

  7:00 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ...................................................................... Girls Basketball Workout (Gym) 

10:00 .................................................................................. Church Spring Clean-Up 
 

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

  ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ................................ Martha Kearse 

  ext. 18 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 13 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families .. Allison Benfield 

  ext. 15 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ................ Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ............... Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ....................... Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Accountant ..............................Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ..................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Custodians ................................. Paul Pugh, Awrin Ali 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri. : 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

Spotlight on Your Deacon!  

Be sure to open the attachment to check out this 

week’s featured Pastoral Deacon!   

 

Lasater Hall  

Elevator Closure 
 

Repair work on the Lasater Hall elevator continues. The 

prep work has been completed, and the controller 

installation, which will require shutting down the 

elevator, began on March 30.  We anticipate that the 

elevator will be down for approximately 3 weeks. The 

Broach Hall elevator will be available for those who need 

assistance getting up to the sanctuary or other rooms. 

There will also be wheelchairs available, as needed, since 

that elevator is farther from the sanctuary. Please be 

patient as we upgrade our facilities for future use. 

 

Jesus’ Parables 
St. John’s/St. Martin’s VBS 2016 

June 13-17 

9:00 am-12:00 noon 

$15/child 

Children Aged 4 (by June 1, 2016) - 

Rising 6th Graders 
 

 Registration closes June 8, 2016 

 To register, visit: vbs.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 Questions? Contact Rev. Allison Benfield at 

abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 
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