
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Introit J. Noel Lance 
 

Words of Greeting                                    Rev. Martha Kearse                                                                             

& Announcements of Church Life 

 

Calls to Service      Charles Harper, Elizabeth Peacock and Lia Benton  

          Global Missions and VBS                                 
 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Rev. Kearse  
 

Call to Worship                             
 

Leader:  O Lord, teach us that without love, our actions gain us nothing. 
People: Pour into our hearts Your gifts of love, mercy and grace. 
Leader: Make us alive by Your Spirit, so we may know how to incarnate 

Your goodness and peace. 
All:  Help us to share these gifts of love, mercy and grace with 

everyone. Tune our hearts to sing Thy Grace. 
           

*Hymn of Praise Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Chalice Hymnal No. 16 NETTLETON 

 

CELEBRATION OF FAMILY LIFE & DEDICATION         Rev. Allison Benfield 
 

Riley Elizabeth Cardella 
Born October 30, 2015 

Daughter of Marc and Colleen Cardella, sister of Tallon 
 

Minister: (To the parents) 
Marc and Colleen, do you covenant together to raise Riley in an environment of 
Christian love, harmony and peace? 

Parents: 
We do. 

Minister: (To the parents) 
And do you covenant together to grant Riley the benefits of communal fellowship 
by nurturing her within the church, the corporate body of Christ? 

Parents: 
We do. 

Minister: (To the congregation) 
St. John’s, do you covenant together as the larger family of God to create an 
atmosphere of support, discipline and guidance whereby Riley can come to know 
and serve the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Congregation: 
We do. 

Minister: (To the congregation) 
Do you pledge to make your witness of such quality as to instruct Riley and her 
family in Christian discipleship? 

Congregation:  
We do. 

Minister: 
Then recognizing the covenant accepted this day by Marc and Collen and by the 
congregation, I offer a certificate acknowledging this formal introduction to this 
family of God. 

 

PRESENTATION & PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Song of Dedication Chancel Choir  
 

Riley, Riley, God claims you; God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 
We this day do all agree a child of God you’ll always be. Riley, Riley, God 
claims you; God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 
 

Tune My Heart to Sing Thy Grace     
 

Scripture Reading          Acts of Apostolic People 11:1-18   

 Rev. Kearse, Chip Wilson  
 

Now the apostles and the believers who 

were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, 
saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised 
men and eat with them?” Then Peter 
began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, 
and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 

something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three 
times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three 
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told 
me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six 
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he 
had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring 
Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them 
just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they 
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

 
LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Church at Prayer              Rev. Benfield                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

  

 

Prayer Concerns 
Jacob Goodson & Jim Austin - home 

Byron Bullard - Novant Matthews 
James Carnes - Wake Forest Baptist Health Comprehensive Cancer Center 

 

Litany of Grace                  J. Kevin Gray 
 

Reader: Lord make us instruments of Your grace. 
 

Soloist:  In this very room there's quite enough love for one like me, 
and in this very room there's quite enough joy for one like me, 
and there's quite enough hope and quite enough power to chase 
away any gloom, for Jesus, Lord Jesus, is in this very room. 

 

Reader: Remind us Lord, that You are calling each of us to be gracious.  
 

Choir:     And in this very room there's quite enough love for all of us, 
and in this very room there's quite enough joy for all of us, 
and there's quite enough hope and quite enough power to chase  
any gloom, for Jesus, Lord Jesus, is in this very room. 

 

Reader: Lord, let us always express Your graciousness, so we do not 
hinder Your will in the world. 

 

All: In this very room there's quite enough grace for all the 
world, and in this very room there's quite enough love for us 
to share, and there's quite enough hope and quite enough 
power to chase away any gloom, for Jesus, Lord Jesus, is in 
this very room.   

 

Streams of Mercy, Never Ceasing,  

Call for Songs of Loudest Praise 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                Dr. Foust   
“On Un-Hindering God” 

 

*Hymn of Discipleship             There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Chalice Hymnal No. 73        WELLESLEY 

 

Offertory Prayer Dr. Foust 
             

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 

Offertory Anthem  Chancel Choir  
If Ye Love Me Thomas Tallis 
 

If ye love me keep my commandments, and I will pray the father, and he shall give 
you another comforter that he may abide with you forever. E’en so saith the spirit of 
truth. 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 



 

Here’s My Heart, O Take and Seal It,  

Seal It for Thy Courts Above! 
 

Celebrations of the Community                    Dr. Foust   

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH          

 

*Postlude   J. Noel Lance 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Paul Manz 

 
* Invites the congregation to stand 

 
Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

Announcements 
 

St. John’s 101 

The Membership Resource Team is pleased to offer the St. John’s 101 course to 

guests, prospective members and current members who just want a refresher. The 

dates will be April 24, May 1, May 8, and May 15 during the Sunday School hour.  
 

Deacon Nominations 
Please send your nominations no later than April 26 to current chair of the 
deaconate, Doug Hammond (doug@redpart.com) or Jacquelyn McAbee 
(jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org). Please remember, you MUST have the person’s 
permission before submitting their name as a candidate for deacon.  

 

St. John’s/St. Martin’s Vacation Bible School 2016 

For VBS to be successful we need you! You can make an impact in as little as one 

hour for the week and as much as 2 hours each day. To volunteer, please contact 

Lia Benton (liabenton@outlook.com or 704-321-9230) or Allison Benfield 

(abenfield@sjcharlotte.org or 704-333-5428). 
 

Inter-Racial Conversation - Thursday, May 12 
Save the date for this special evening in Broach Hall as we host a conversation with 
Friendship Missionary Baptist members and other churches in our city. The 
program will include a joint choir, as well as a presentation by Tom Hanchett 
entitled “How Charlotte Became a Racially Segregated City.” 

 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club 
Tuesday, April 26 - Book of the month: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande  

 

Lost and Found 
More jackets have been left at the church in the last couple of  months (including a 
ladies’ tan rain/trench coat left in Broach Hall). Please come by the Collection 
room off Lasater Hall to claim your items by May 2 or they will be donated.  
 

May is ‘Mental Health Awareness Month.’   
St. John’s is offering a great opportunity to participate in a “Mental Health First 
Aid” class on Saturday, May 21, from 8:30 am – 5:30 pm. Details in next week’s 
Family News. 
 

 All-Star Celebrity Roast of Phillips Bragg  
On Tuesday night, May 24, the Brotherhood of the Biscuit presents the “All-Star 
Celebrity Roast of Phillips Bragg” at the Birdsong Brewing Company! Proceeds will 
benefit Raising South Sudan. Tickets are $25 per person. To reserve: e-mail 
brotherhoodofthebiscuit@gmail.com or call Todd Stillerman at 704-763-6611.   

 

Youth 
Youth will be on regular Sunday evening 5:00-7:30 pm schedule and will have their 
last small group meeting of the school year. High School Youth will have their first 
Habitat workday in Lasater Hall on Saturday, April 30, from 9 am - 12 noon. 

 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428  -  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

May 1 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Worship Theme:  Convinced to Live the Resurrection by Helping Others 

Sermon:  HELP! 

Scripture:  Acts of Apostolic People 16:9-15 
 

This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, April 24   9:15 am St. John’s 101 (Lounge) 
   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
   5:00 pm Youth Sunday Night Live (Gym/Lounge/3rd Floor) 
Monday, April 25 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 
   5:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

Tuesday, April 26   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
 11:00 am  Terrific Tuesday Book Club (Library) 
   5:30 pm CROP meeting (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Lasater Hall) 
   6:00 pm Queen City Unlimited/AAU Basketball (Gym) 
   6:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  St. John’s Night at the Ballpark (BB&T Ballpark) 
Wed., April 27   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:30 am Yoga class (Room 114) 
   6:30 pm Leadership Meeting (Broach Hall) 
   7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, April 28 10:00 am HeadStart Parents Meeting (Room 114) 
   5:00 pm Right Moves for Youth (Broach Hall) 
   5:00 pm Queen City Unlimited/AAU Basketball (Gym) 
Saturday, April 30   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
   9:00 am Charlotte Family Housing (Broach Hall/Lounge) 
   9:00 am Youth Habitat workday (Lasater Hall) 
   9:15 am Girls Basketball Workout (Gym) 
 10:45 am Boys Basketball Workout (Gym) 

 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call 
the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on 
the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy 
to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out 
more information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. 
John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
Equipping Ministers 

Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Custodians ........................................................................................... Awrin Ali, Paul Pugh 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 
 

Living the Resurrection 
Through God’s Inclusive Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 
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