
Your Hand, O God, Has Guided Your Flock 

From Age to Age 
 

Introit Matthew T. Lineberger  
on ADORO TE DEVOTO 

 

Words of Greeting                                    Rev. Martha Kearse                                                                            

& Announcements of Church Life 

 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Rev. Kearse   
 

Call to Worship                             
 

LEADER:  God of all space and time, we celebrate with thanksgiving Your 
acts of creation. 

PEOPLE: We praise You for making all humanity in Your own image. 
ALL: We take joy in making known Your mighty acts to all the 

world, so they may know Your goodness! 
 

*Hymn of Praise Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Chalice Hymnal No. 66 ST. DENIO 

 

Dramatic Interpretation                Rev. Kearse, Rev. Allison Benfield                      

of the Hebrew Scriptures 

 
1 Kings 18:17-40 

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to 

him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 
He answered, “I have not troubled Israel; 
but you have, and your father’s house, 
because you have forsaken the 
commandments of the LORD and 
followed the Baals. Now therefore have 
all Israel assemble for me at Mount 
Carmel, with the four hundred fifty 
prophets of Baal and the four hundred 
prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s 
table.” So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, 
and assembled the prophets at Mount 
Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the 
people, and said, “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer 
him a word.  
 

LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation on 1 Kings: 18                            Matthew T. Lineberger 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading                    Luke 7:1-10                     Nancy Fuller 
 

After Jesus had finished all his sayings 

in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum. A centurion there had a 
slave whom he valued highly, and who 
was ill and close to death. When he 
heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish 
elders to him, asking him to come and 
heal his slave. When they came to Jesus, 
they appealed to him earnestly, saying, 
“He is worthy of having you do this for 

him, for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” And 
Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the centurion 
sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy 
to have you come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to come to you. 
But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I also am a man set 
under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, 
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave 
does it.” When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the 
crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found 
such faith.” When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found 
the slave in good health. 

 
LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn of Response Fairest Lord Jesus   
Chalice Hymnal No. 97 ST. ELIZABETH   

 

The Church at Prayer              Rev. Benfield                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Concerns 
James Carnes - Wake Forest Baptist Health Comprehensive Cancer Center 

 

*Hymn of Joy Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee   
 HYMN TO JOY   

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;  

hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away.  
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,  
well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!  
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine;  
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

 

 

Clarify Our Vision of You, O Lord 
 

SERMON                                                                              Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD        

“Limping With Two Opinions”  
 

*Hymn of Discipleship  Community of Christ 
Chalice Hymnal No. 655 verses 1, 2 & 4  LEONI  

 

Offertory Prayer Dr. Foust  
             

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 

Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir   
One Church, One Faith, One Lord Eugene Butler 
 

Your hand, O God, has guided your flock 
from age to age; the wondrous tale is written 
full clear on every page. Our Fathers owned 
your goodness, and we their deeds record; and 
all of this bears witness, One Church, One 
Faith, One Lord! 
 

Your heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least; they bade us rise and 
hasten to share the great King’s feast; and this was all their teaching in every 
deed and word; and all alike proclaiming, One Church, One Faith, One Lord! 
 

And we, shall we be faithless? Shall hearts fail and hands hang down? Shall we 
evade the conflict and cast away our crown? 
 

Your mercy will not fail us, nor leave Your work undone; with Your right hand 
to help us, the victory shall be won; and then by all Your people, Your name 
shall be adored; and this shall be our anthem, One Church, One Faith, One 
Lord! 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Filled with Your Spirit, O God,   

We Commit Ourselves to Your Ministry 
 

Celebrations of the Community                    Dr. Foust   

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH          

 

*Postlude   Matthew T. Lineberger 
Fantasy on Lasst Uns Erfreuen                            

 
* Invites the congregation to stand 
 

Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


 

Announcements 

 
Guest Musicians 

While Kevin Gray and Noel Lance are on vacation this holiday weekend, we are 
blessed to welcome Dr. Ken Lister, who served numerous congregations in the 
Carolinas prior to his retirement, and Matthew Lineberger, who works in the music 
department at Gardner-Webb University. 

 
St. John’s/St. Martin’s Vacation Bible School 2016 

June 13-17 from 9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

· $15/child - ages 4 (by 6/1/16) - rising 6th graders 

· Registration closes June 8, 2016 

· To register, visit: vbs.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 
High School Senior Recognition Sunday 

 Next Sunday, during 10:30 am worship, we will recognize our 11 high school 
graduates. There will be a breakfast for seniors in Broach Hall beforehand. Youth 
choir will also sing during worship. 

 
Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 
 
Freedom School 

Thank you to everyone who has taken a flip-flop for our Summer Missions project 
with Freedom School! Check out our Missions Trees for your chance to be part of 
the good work of Freedom School! Make your own day by hanging out with 
wonderful children and the fabulous young people who are helping them maintain 
and improve their literacy over the summer! 
  

Global Missions Offering 2016 
Benefitting the Raising South Sudan Project and the Nyarweng Primary School 
Goal: $5000 - Received to date - $4,101 

 
Summer Sunday School 

Each summer, we offer an optional intergenerational Sunday School Ministry 
experience for adults. This summer’s option will meet in Broach Hall beginning on 
Sunday, June 19, and continue through August 28. It will be an intensive look at the 
parables, including opportunities to respond to the previous Sunday’s sermon and 
new ways of looking at parables with help from John Dominic Crossan. All adult 
Sunday School classes are invited, although classes are free to plan their summer as 
they wish. 

 
St. John’s Pulpit  

This summer, Dr. Foust and Rev. Kearse will offer a summer sermon series 
entitled “STORIES TO LIVE BY.” We will begin with Communion on June 12th 
and focus on ‘A Story Called Remember Me.’ Every story Jesus told is retold in the 
Lord’s Supper. Then, on June 19th, we will focus on ‘Stories and Faith.’ Jesus used 
stories because stories identify us, explain us, define us, call us back, call us 
forward, represent us, inspire us, sustain us, guide us, renew us, etc. From June 
26th – September 4th, sermons will be based on some of Jesus’ parables. Jesus’ 
parables are ‘stories to live by.’ 

  
Men's Softball  

Games will start on June 13 and be played at Providence Baptist (4921 Randolph 
Rd.) on weeknights. Please let Lee Gray know if you are interested in playing - 
LGray@sjcharlotte.org. 

 
Youth Habitat Workdays  

The High School Habitat work schedule is the next 2 Saturdays from 9 am-12 
noon – June 4 and 11. They will also work on Sunday, June 5, after worship if 
needed. Please make every effort to attend these workdays and remember to bring 
your hammers and work gloves. 

 
 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428  -  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

June 5 - High School Senior Recognition Sunday/ 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Proclaimer: Rev. Lee Gray 

Sermon:  And the Brick Pile Shook 

Scripture:  Acts of the Apostolic Church 16:25-34 
 
 

This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, May 29   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
Monday, May 30  Church offices closed for Memorial Day 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

Tuesday, May 31   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Queen City Unlimited/AAU Basketball (Gym) 
   7:00 pm Women of the Church (Lounge) 
Wed., June 1   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   6:00 pm Mission Resource Team (Lounge) 
   7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, June 2   9:00 am Unity Coalition (Lounge) 
   5:00 pm Queen City Unlimited/AAU Basketball (Gym) 
Friday, June 3   4:15 pm Wedding Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
Saturday, June 4   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
   9:00 am Youth Habitat workday (Lasater Hall) 
   9:30 am Boys Basketball workout (Gym) 
   4:30 pm McLeod/Cushman Wedding (Sanctuary) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call 
the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on 
the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy 
to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out 
more information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. 
John’s. 

 
 

Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
Equipping Ministers 

Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Custodians ........................................................................................... Awrin Ali, Paul Pugh 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
 

 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 

 

 
 
 

Clarifying our Commitment to the Living God  
Through God’s Inclusive Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, May 29 2016 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

