
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elma Thomas 

 

Growing up in a large family, I had a lot of great sibling experiences. After graduating from high school as 

valedictorian of my class, this accomplishment provided me with the opportunity to matriculate to Shaw 

University in Raleigh, NC on a Presidential Scholarship for 4 years. Upon graduating from Shaw University, I 

received my BA degree with double majors in Christian Education and Social Studies. 

 

After college, I began my 40+ years in classrooms in several North Carolina and Virginia public school 

systems. During my 40+ years in the classroom, I received a fellowship to study at Northeastern Illinois 

University in Chicago and received my Masters of Education degree in Urban Studies and African American 

Studies. I also received a fellowship from Duke University to travel to Nigeria. From this venture, I received an 

advanced degree in African Culture. 

 

My late husband, the Reverend John H. Thomas and I pursued similar undergraduate studies and worked as co-

pastors in the churches to which he was called. During that time, I was ordained as a Minister of the Gospel, 

thereby obtaining a license to more thoroughly assist my husband. My experiential focus was on ministries and 

curriculum in the churches and communities in which we served, in addition to pastoral counseling. 

 

We had three daughters, DeLisse’ Thomas, a former Vice-President at the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, 

Jonquil Thomas, a 25-year veteran at the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, and Beryl Thomas 

Cameron who works for TIAA. Jonquil’s daughter, Taylor Tarte, is a rising junior at Wingate University. Beryl 

and her husband, Keith, have two children, Destiny and Grant, who attend Lake Norman High School. 

 

We joined St. John’s in 2003. Before my husband’s death in October, 2009, we were members of the Brown-

McLeod class, and we also taught the 3
rd

 grade Sunday School class. In addition to serving as a Pastoral 

Deacon, I am an active member of the Holy Grounds Sunday School class.  

 

My deacon flock includes: Marion Charles, Elizabeth (Lib) Collier, Leon Coulter, J. Arnold Helms, Lewis 

Levie, J. Lewis Lowder, Jane May, Donice Pharr, Dorothy (Dot) Propst, Pegg Russ, and Francis Schwab.  


