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Next week, 19 youth and 23ish adults will go down to John’s Island, South
Carolina, to build a Habitat house. This will be the 13th house built by our
youth and 9th house built on John’s Island. Due to local ordinances, we will not
be able to start working until 7 am but will still get in five full 8-9 hour days
down there. Since most of the walls have already been built, we should be able
to come close to finishing the exterior of the house
during the week.

St. John’s
at Worship

This year, we will be working with Benn Franklin
Johnson and his family. We look forward to
working with them on their house and to
informing the St. John’s family about the trip.
The team will be commissioned in the worship
service this Sunday.

Sunday, June 19
Fifth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proclaimer:

Rev. Martha Kearse
Summer Sermon Series:
STORIES TO LIVE BY

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers as we
represent St. John’s and serve the Kingdom of God.
~ Lee Gray

Sermon:

Being Rooted

Freedom School and St. John’s Baptist Church

Scripture:

Mark 4:33-34
Matthew 13:34-35
Psalm 78:1-7
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When our friends at QC Family Tree, Greg and Helms Jarrell, let our community
know that they were interested in starting a chapter of Freedom School, SJBC very
quickly joined in their project to partner with them. In 2014, QC Family Tree had
their first Freedom School at South Park Christian Church, where Greg and Helms
were co-pastors at that time. St. John’s helped with afternoon projects, readers for
Harambee (the morning gathering), collecting supplies and field trips. Last
summer, QC Family Tree asked their partners to help with lunches so that the
children could have at least one hot, nutritious meal during the day. Their Freedom
School met at Caldwell Presbyterian last year and many of you helped cook or
serve meals to the children in their facility.
This year, St. John’s has added two significant elements of support to this program:
1. St. John’s has offered free housing to the QC Family Tree Freedom School in
our facility this summer. The Administrative Panel, with
significant leadership from chair, Fredda Kimball, worked
through all the details of having their program meet here
beginning June 13th and running through July 28th,
primarily in the rooms HeadStart uses. They will be using
an empty Sunday School classroom as their office and will
have access to Lasater Hall for Harambee, Broach Hall for
lunch two days/week, the gym and the playground. We
have been very pleased to be able to offer our beautiful
facility, with its large classrooms, good air-conditioning, and wonderful gym
and playground access to our friends at Freedom School.
Continued on page 3

MESSAGES FROM YOUR ST. JOHN’S STAFF

BEYOND THEO-LOGICAL TO THEO-SOCIAL:
A Response to the Massacre in Orlando
When I was 15 years of age, I saw one of my father’s
theological books on a table in our home. The title was ‘I
and Thou,’ by Martin Buber. I didn’t pick it up or read it;
but the title stuck with me. Years later, I purchased my
own copy of that book and began learning about ‘I-I,’
‘We-We,’ ‘Us-Them,’ ‘I-It,’ ‘I-You,’ and ‘I-Thou.’
Since last Sunday morning’s massacre in Orlando, FL,
like each of you, I have cried and searched for clarity
related to such actions of violence against innocents. I
pulled Buber’s book from the shelf and read this passage
which I marked in 1987: “But what if a man’s mission
requires him to know only his association with his cause
and no real relation to any You, no present encounter
with any You, so that everyone around him becomes an It
and subservient to his cause?” When a You becomes an
It, the person becomes an object. In social science, the
word is ‘objectification’ – the process of making a living
being into nothing more than an inanimate object.
Richard Rohr dedicates his book, Job and the Mystery of
Suffering, to “…all the victims and scapegoats of human
history, who never had a chance…” In his volume, Rohr
writes: “I believe that the opposite of subjectivity is not
objectivity but otherness…I have learned painfully that
every attempt to respond to an underlying ideology of
resentment usually only deepens the resentment…It is an
openness to the other – as other – that frees us for
creativity and originality in our response: the other who
is somehow outside my social system or the Absolute
Other who gives me a reference point that relativizes all
of my own. It is always an encounter with otherness that
changes me.”
I read theologians and reflect theologically. However, I
am increasingly using the term, ‘Theo-social’ rather than
‘Theo-logical.’ When Jesus added ‘love your neighbor’ to
‘love the Lord your God,’ and told the parable of The
Good Samaritan, it was as if Jesus was saying, ‘Show me
how you treat humans that are your sworn enemies in
their time of need (Samaritans and Jews) and you will be
showing me your theology.’
Or, as written in 1 John 4:20 – “Those who say, ‘I love
God’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen
cannot love God whom they have not seen.”
Today, we cry, grieve, mourn and pray. AND, we feed,
shelter, seek to understand, give, teach, befriend the
stranger, love the enemy as our neighbor and embrace
the other as a ‘You,’ not an ‘It!’ You are a community of
disciples following The Jesus Way. Your love of others
makes a difference. You are light penetrating darkness.
Shalom,
Dennis
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From

Martha

No Limits Day Trips

June 15—Lunch uptown after VBS
(meet at Main Entrance at 12:15—all
are welcome!)

July 13—Levine Museum of the New South tour—
10:30 am-3:00 pm

Still in discussion—Day Trip in August? http://
Exploreasheville.com has many ideas…many local
sites have also been mentioned…

Youth News
Upcoming Events

June 19-25 – High School Habitat Mission Trip
on John’s Island
Youth will be commissioned in the worship service on
June 19th. T-shirts will be given out that morning on the
third floor during Sunday School. We depart for John’s
Island following the service and lunch at the church.
Luggage can be dropped off in the first floor lounge on
your way to Sunday School. It will be locked during the
service. We return around 3 pm on Saturday, June 25.


July 18-23 – Unidiversity Summer Camp in
Knoxville, TN



August 13-16 – Middle School Local Mission
Trip (includes those who have finished 8th grade)
Projects include attending worship and doing work
at Hope Chapel, providing breakfast and sorting
clothes at Crisis Assistance, Little Sugar Creek
clean up, field trip with QC Family Tree,
volleyball and corn hole with the men at the
Charlotte Rescue Mission, a trip to the National
Whitewater Center plus a few other projects and
activities. I will need adult chaperones on our
various mission projects.

From Allison
Sunday:
Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for
Formation Hour and Worship Hour.
PreK/K: Formation Hour begins at 9:15 am. The PreK/K
class will remain in their classroom for Formation Hour
and Worship Hour.
Grades 1-5: Our Summer Formation Hour schedule
continues until Promotion Sunday (August 28). Children
in Grades 1-5 will combine in the 1st-3rd Grade classroom
for the entire Formation Hour. We will not have Music
over the summer. Children in 1st-5th Grade will attend
worship with their families. Worship bags will be
available each week to help children engage in worship.

WWW.STJOHNSBAPTISTCHURCH.ORG
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June 19 - August 28

Bible School Fun is Underway!!!

Each summer, we offer an
optional intergenerational
Sunday School Ministry
experience for adults.
This summer will be an
intensive look at the parables, including opportunities to
respond to sermons and new ways of looking at parables
with help from John Dominic Crossan. Our content will be
the story or parable of the previous Sunday’s sermon.
For example, on June 19th, Dr. Foust will facilitate a
conversation considering how the symbols of communion
connect with our individual stories and our
congregational story. All adult Sunday School classes are
invited (although all classes are free to plan their summer
as they wish). Meeting in Broach Hall beginning June 19.
90TH ANNIVERSARY
The sanctuary, in which we
gather each Sunday, was
dedicated on Sunday, July 11,
1926. Please plan to be with us
on Sunday, July 10, as we
celebrate the 90th anniversary.
In 1926, the guest proclaimer for the day was the Senior
Pastor of First Baptist Church of Raleigh, NC. We are
pleased that Dr. Chris Chapman, the Senior Pastor of
FBC Raleigh today, will be our pulpit guest on July 10.
Lemonade will be served on the lawn following the
service. An open house for the sanctuary will be held
that afternoon from noon - 2:00 pm for the community.

Friday, June 17
6:30 am - Brotherhood of the
Biscuit (Lounge)
Guest Speaker: Eric McCombs
Email to reserve your biscuit:
brotherhoodofthebiscuit@gmail.com

Continued from page 1
2.

St. John’s has turned its Summer Missions focus to Freedom School, using our Flip Flops to give every family in St.
John’s ways to participate in this project. Families have brought in sports equipment, gift cards, and bathing suits,
and have signed up for reading, on-site activity leading, chaperoning field trips, teaching tennis and proving 5 hot
lunches over the course of the summer.

If you have not had a chance to connect with Freedom School, consider these thoughts:
--Charlotte ranks 50th in the 50 largest cities in America at moving families out of poverty.
--Success in reading and interest in learning correlate highly with high school graduation
rates and moving out of poverty.
--Freedom School has proven itself to be a program that is highly successful at maintaining
and increasing literacy levels, interest in learning and in reading and parental
involvement in education.
As people called to follow the guidelines of Matthew 25, we can use Freedom School support as one way we can obey that
call. One last word: if you have denied yourself the privilege of actually COMING to Freedom School and having the
pleasure of sitting with and hugging and listening to these children, this is your summer to indulge. They’ll be right here,
every day, from 8:30-2:30, from June 16-July 28. Put a date on your calendar, sign up to read, or go on a field trip, or
serve lunch, or help with an activity (http://qcfamilytree.freedomschoolpartners.volunteerhub.com/events/index), and let
yourself be part of something wonderful.
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300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204
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Ministers
Every participant in God’s Servant Church

Equipping Ministers
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust
ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org
Associate Minister ................................ Martha Kearse
ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org
Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray
ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org
Minister for Children & Their Families .. Allison Benfield
ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org
Minister for Worship and Music ................ Kevin Gray
ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org

Which Sunday School class is
winning the ACS Challenge?
You may not be aware that
your class has an opportunity
to crush the competition in the ACS Challenge where the
class with the highest percentage participation numbers
will win an ice cream party. “Participation” means that
a class member has successfully signed on to ACS.
Contact Jacquelyn in the church office for step-by-step
instructions and links to instructional videos courtesy of
Phillips Bragg. May the best class win! (Phillips is
predicting the Pathfinders)
Upcoming Games:
All games will be played at Providence
Baptist Church, 4921 Randolph Road

Church Staff
Administrative Assistant ............... Jacquelyn McAbee
ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org
Graded Choirs Director ....................... Sandy Holland
sholland@sjcharlotte.org
Church Accountant ..............................Elaine Johnson
ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org
Organist ..................................................... Noel Lance
nlance@sjcharlotte.org
Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted
ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org
Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers
ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org
Custodians ............................. Paul Pugh, Will Godsey

Wed 6/15 6pm vs St. Martin's
Tues 6/21 7:15pm vs PBC Grey
Wed 6/22 7:15pm vs St. Gabriel
Tues 6/28 6pm vs PBC White
Thurs 6/30 7:15pm vs PBC Blue
Tues 7/12 6pm vs PBC Red
Thur 7/14 6pm vs Hawthorne Ln
Tues 7/19 6pm vs St. Martin's
Thur 7/21 6pm vs St. Gabriel

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations

Calendar: June 19-25

James Carnes and Owen Hahn - home
Sympathy is extended to Linda and Bill Finger
in the death of her mother, Lou Ellen Tew, on
June 14. Linda’s brother, Peter, is also
hospitalized with heart issues.

This Sunday, June 19
Deacons: Kim Allen, Maggie Bon, Phillips
Bragg, Randy Brantley, Mary Jo Breckenridge,
Marc Cardella, Pauline Carter, Steve Carter,
Phil Vavra, Janet Wade
Tellers: Marvin Carter, Paul Lloyd
Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter,
Bobbie Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol &
Gene Poole
Main Entrance Greeters: Carol & Tom
Injaychock

Giving Report:
Week of June 6-12: $17,744

Ministers on Call:
June 13-19: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234
June 20-26: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412

Sunday, June 19
9:15 ............................................................................ Sunday School (Classrooms)
10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary)
12:30 ......................... Youth depart for John’s Island - Habitat for Humanity trip

Monday, June 20
8:30 .................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall)
11:00 .............................................Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall)
5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym)
6:00 .............................................................................................Joy Class (Lounge)
7:00 .................................................. South Charlotte Basketball Academy (Gym)

Tuesday, June 21
8:00 .................................. Mental Health America First Aid (Lounge)
8:30 .................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall)
11:00 .............................................Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall)
5:00 ................................................................ CROP meeting (Lounge)
6:00 ............................................................................ Queen City Unlimited (Gym)
6:00 ........................................................................................ Zumba (Lasater Hall)

6:15 ..................Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305/Youth Lounge)
Wednesday, June 22
6:30 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym)

8:30 .................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall)
1:00 ............................................................................. Heritage Room Open House
7:00 .................................................. South Charlotte Basketball Academy (Gym)
7:15 ........................................................... Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
Thursday, June 23

8:30 .................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall)
5:00 ............................................................................ Queen City Unlimited (Gym)
Friday, June 24

8:30 .................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall)
Saturday, June 25
7:00 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym)

Complete calendar online:
www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org

