
Worship in God’s Presence   
 

Introit J. Noel Lance 
 

Words of Greeting                                    Rev. Lee Gray                                                                           

& Announcements of Church Life 

 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission                                                             Rev. Gray 
 

Call to Worship                                       Rev. Gray  

 
LEADER:  My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 
PEOPLE:  I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden 

things, things from of old, 
LEADER:  Things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told 

us. 
ALL:  We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the 

next generation, the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 
power, and the wonders He has done. 

 

*Hymn of Praise                                                              Congregation 
     Majesty, Worship His Majesty                                                Jack W. Haford 

                                                        

Majesty, worship his majesty; unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority, flow from his throne unto his own, his anthem 
raise. 
So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, 
the King. Majesty, worship his majesty, Jesus who died, now glorified, King of 
all kings. 

 

Worship in God’s Word 

 

 Reading of the Gospel                  
  Mark 4:33-34                                 Samuel Bond       

With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 

it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 
 

This Little Light of Mine                                                        VBS Children                                         
 

  Matthew 13:34-35 Miller Ray 

Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. 

This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth to 
speak in parables; I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.” 
 

LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God 
 

Song of Response                                       Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
Chalice Hymnal No. 190, verses 1 & 2 STORIES OF JESUS 

 

Worship God in Prayer 

 

The Church at Prayer                     Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD                     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Concerns 

Cecil (Ray) Mullins - CMC Pineville 
James Carnes and Owen Hahn - home 

Linda and Bill Finger in the death of her mother, Lou Ellen Tew 

 

*Hymn of Proclamation  I Shall Not Be Moved  
Chalice Hymnal No.615 I SHALL NOT BE MOVED 

 

Give Thanks to God,  

Our Anchor in a Sea of Change 
 

Reading of the Epistle                                            
 
                                             Ephesians 3:14-19 Rev. Martha Kearse 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, 
he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 
his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 
 

SERMON                                                                             Rev. Kearse    

“Being Rooted” 
 

*Hymn of Discipleship             I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 
Chalice Hymnal No. 614 I’M GONNA LIVE 

 

Offertory Prayer Dr. Foust 
             

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

Offertory Anthem   Chancel Choir 
The Twenty Third Psalm  James Kevin Gray 

 
 My Shepherd will supply my need: Jehovah is His name; in 
pastures fresh He makes me feed beside the living stream. He 
brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake His ways, and leads 
me, for His mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace. When I walk 
through the shades of death thy presence is my stay; a word of Thy 
supporting breath drives all my fears away. Thy hand, in sight of all 

my foes, doth still my table spread; my cup with blessings overflows, thine oil anoints my 
head. The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; O may Thy house be my 
abode, and all Thy work be praised!                                                                

 

WE PRESENT OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS UNTO GOD 

 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Worship God in the World  
 

Celebrations of the Community                    Rev. Allison Benfield   

 

Commissioning of 2016 Mission Team Rev. Benfield 

 

LEADER: The church has long consecrated believers for the task of sharing the 
love and grace of God through both word and deed in places near 
and far. Are you willing to be set aside for the purpose of sharing the 
Gospel in word and deed? 

TEAM: We present ourselves as living sacrifices to God. 
LEADER: The church has long utilized a variety of means to communicate the 

power of Life. Are you willing to commit your gifts and talents to the 
service of God? 

TEAM: We present ourselves as instruments of love, hope, joy, and 
peace. 

LEADER: Congregations have long supported endeavors of outreach to help 
establish the Kingdom of God here on earth. Do you pledge your 
prayers to these who are willing to be sent? 

PEOPLE: We do. 
LEADER: Do you pledge your love and resources? 
PEOPLE: We do. 
LEADER: Having heard the encouragement of your church family, do you 

accept the role of missionaries and servants through St. John’s Baptist 
Church? 

TEAM: Yes, we are servants of Christ. 
LEADER: Then we send you with our blessing to John’s Island, South Carolina, 

in fulfillment of Christ’s Great Commission. 
ALL: Our Lord, we are a servant church. We seek to be obedient to 

Your command, beginning in our own city. We take Your 
Gospel to the ends of the earth, knowing that You are with us 
always. Bless us and the offering of our resources that we might 
bless others. Amen. 

 

 *Choral Benediction                                                 Congregation  
This Little Light of Mine Harry Dixon Loes   

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. This little light of mine, I’m 

gonna let it shine. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let 
it shine, let it shine! 

 

*Postlude   J. Noel Lance 
We’re Marching to Zion Don Phillips 
 

* Invites the congregation to stand 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Ralph Edward Gardner 

on the occasion of his 100th birthday (June 23, 2016) by his daughter, Betty Gardner Thompson 
 

Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


Announcements 
 

Habitat for Humanity Trip 
This week, 19 youth and 23ish adults will go down to John’s Island, South Carolina, 
to build a Habitat house. This will be the 13th house built by our youth and 9th 
house built on John’s Island. Since most of the walls have already been built, they 
should be able to come close to finishing the exterior of the house during the week.  
The team will be commissioned in the worship service this morning. Thank you for 
your thoughts and prayers as they represent St. John’s and serve the Kingdom of 
God. 

 

St. John’s/St. Martin’s Vacation Bible School 2016 
Many thanks to everyone who volunteered to make this year’s VBS a success! Look 
for pictures in this week’s Family News. 

 

Freedom School 
Many times, the realities of poverty look too deep to struggle against, and many of 
us separate ourselves from those realities. This summer is your chance to jump in. 
One day—2 hours—gets you access to some of the happiest little people you’ll 
ever encounter in a well-run program right here in our building. We claim to be 
follows of Jesus, who called us to hang out with “the least of these my brethren.” 
Our brethren will be at Freedom School, every day, from 8:30-2:30, June 16-July 
28, right here in our building. Do not miss your chance to be part of this great 
work!  

 

Summer Sunday School 
Each summer, we offer an optional intergenerational Sunday School Ministry 
experience for adults. This summer’s option will meet in Broach Hall from now 
through August 28. It will be an intensive look at the parables, including 
opportunities to respond to the previous Sunday’s sermon and new ways of looking 
at parables with help from John Dominic Crossan. All adult Sunday School classes 
are invited, although classes are free to plan their summer as they wish. 

 

St. John’s Pulpit  
This summer, Dr. Foust and Rev. Kearse will offer a summer sermon series based 
on the parables of Jesus entitled “STORIES TO LIVE BY.” Jesus used stories 
because stories identify us, explain us, define us, call us back, call us forward, 
represent us, inspire us, sustain us, guide us, renew us, etc. From June 26th – 
September 4th, sermons will be based on some of Jesus’ parables. Jesus’ parables 
are ‘stories to live by.’ 

 

Heritage Room Open House (and Work Day) 
The Heritage Room will be open Wednesdays, June 22 & 29, from 1:00-3:00 pm 
for visiting. Anyone interested in helping in the Heritage Room is also welcome. 
 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 
 

90th Anniversary Service 
This sanctuary, in which we are gathered today, was dedicated on Sunday, July 11, 
1926. Please plan to be with us on Sunday, July 10, as we celebrate the 90th 
anniversary. In 1926, the guest proclaimer for the day was the Senior Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Raleigh, NC. We are pleased that Dr. Chris Chapman, the Senior 
Pastor of FBC Raleigh today, will be our pulpit guest on July 10. Lemonade will be 
served on the lawn following the service. An open house for the sanctuary will be 
held that afternoon from noon - 2:00 pm for the community. 

 

Men's Softball  
Games began last week. This week, the men will play on Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights at 7:15 pm. All games will be played at Providence Baptist (4921 Randolph 
Rd.). Come out and support the team! 

 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 Unidiversity Summer Camp - July 18-23 

 Middle School Local Mission Trip - August 13-16  

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428  -  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

June 26 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Summer Sermon Series: STORIES TO LIVE BY 

Sermon: Search Engine Optimization 

Scripture: Matthew 6:25-33 & 13:31-34 
 

This Week at St. John’s 

 
Sunday, June 19   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms & Broach Hall) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 12:30 pm Youth depart for John’s Island/Habitat for Humanity trip 
Monday, June 20   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 11:00 am Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

   6:00 pm Joy class (Lounge) 

   7:00 pm South Charlotte Basketball Academy (Gym) 

Tuesday, June 21   8:00 am Mental Health America First Aid Training (Lounge) 
   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 11:00 am Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Queen City Unlimited/AAU Basketball (Gym) 
   6:15 pm Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305/Youth Lounge) 
Wed., June 22   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
   1:00 pm Heritage Room Open House 
   5:30 pm Interiors Task Force (Lounge) 
   7:00 pm South Charlotte Basketball Academy (Lounge) 
   7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, June 23   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
   5:00 pm Queen City Unlimited/AAU Basketball (Gym) 
Friday, June 24   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
Saturday, June 25   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 

 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call 
the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on 
the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy 
to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out 
more information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. 
John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
Equipping Ministers 

Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Custodians ....................................................................................... Will Godsey, Paul Pugh 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 

 

 
 
 

Through God’s Inclusive Grace 
 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, June 19, 2016 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/
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