
The Kingdom of God is Already and Not Yet! 
 

Introit J. Noel Lance  
 

Words of Greeting                                    Rev. Martha Kearse                                                                            

& Announcements of Church Life 

 

Creating a Second Century Legacy   Sally Young  

 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Rev. Kearse   
 

Call to Worship                             
LEADER: Like treasure hidden in a field, which someone finds and hides, 

then joyfully sells all he has to buy the field -- 
PEOPLE: The Kingdom of God is already and not yet! 
LEADER: Like a merchant in search of fine pearls who finds one of great 

value, then sells all of his possessions and buys the pearl -- 
PEOPLE: The Kingdom of God is already and not yet! Let all who have 

ears hear. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise For the Beauty of the Earth 

Chalice Hymnal No. 56 verses 1, 4 & 5  DIX 

 

Gospel Reading                        Matthew 6:25-33              Lynn Bishop 

 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why 
do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 
‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 
LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 
 

Meditation                                                                          J. Kevin Gray 
 

The Church at Prayer              Rev. Allison Benfield                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Concerns 
James Carnes, Ray Mullins and Cathy Hartsell - home 

Linda Finger in the death of her brother, Peter Tew; Jane Starnes in the death of her sister-in-law, 
Jane Smith; and Marc Cardella in the death of his grandmother, Angie Cardella 

The Kingdom of God is Seen and Unseen 
 

Gospel Reading                  Matthew 13:31-34                 Tom Blackmon 
 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 

like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is 
the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” Jesus told 
the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told 
them nothing. 

 
LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation on the Kingdom of God          Rev. Benfield, J. Kevin Gray 
Based on Gospel of Thomas 

 
LEADER: When asked, Where is the Kingdom of God? Jesus said, 
 
JESUS:  "If your leaders say to you, 'Look, the Father's kingdom is in the sky,' then 

the birds of the sky will precede you.” 
 
Choral Response 
CONGREGATION:                                    
 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
 And all these things shall added unto you. Allelu, Alleluia!  
 
LEADER: Then He continued, 
 
JESUS: “If they say to you, 'It is in the sea,' then the fish will precede you.” 

 
Moment of Reflection 

 

 
 

JESUS: “Rather, the Father's kingdom is within you and it is outside you. You 
are children of the living father, and if you are not aware of this, then you live 
in poverty.” 

 
Choral Response 
CONGREGATION: 
 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
 And all these things shall added unto you. Allelu, Alleluia! 

  

 

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
 

Anthem Chancel Choir   
Blest Are They David Haas 

 
1. Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God.  

Blest are they, full of sorrow; they shall be consoled.  
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!  
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!  
 

2. Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the earth.  
Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill.  
 

3. Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs.  
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God!  
 

4. Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children of God.  
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs.  
 

5. Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me.  
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine for all to see. 

 

SERMON                                                                              Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD        

“Search Engine Optimization”  
 

*Hymn of Discipleship  Pass It On 

Chalice Hymnal No. 477 verses 1 & 3  PASS IT ON 

 

Offertory Prayer Dr. Foust  
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

Offertory J. Noel Lance  
I Love Thy Kingdom Lord  Harold Decou 

 

WE PRESENT OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS UNTO GOD 

 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Celebrations of the Community                    Dr. Foust   

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH          

 

*Postlude   J. Noel Lance 
Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him                                             Don Phillips    

 
* Invites the congregation to stand 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Clarence and Janet 

Eden in celebration of their 61st wedding anniversary by Michael and Lydia Farnsworth. 
 

Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


 

Announcements 

 
90th Anniversary Service 

This sanctuary, in which we are gathered today, was dedicated on Sunday, July 11, 
1926. Please plan to be with us on Sunday, July 10, as we celebrate the 90th 
anniversary. In 1926, the guest proclaimer for the day was the Senior Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Raleigh, NC. We are pleased that Dr. Chris Chapman, the Senior 
Pastor of FBC Raleigh today, will be our pulpit guest on July 10. Lemonade will be 
served on the lawn following the service. An open house for the sanctuary will be 
held that afternoon from until 2:00 pm for the community. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Trip 
This past week, 19 youth and 23ish adults traveled to John’s Island, South Carolina, 
to build a Habitat house. This was the 13th house built by our youth and 9th house 
built on John’s Island. Check out the pictures on our Facebook page and in this 
week’s Family News.  

 

Freedom School 
Many times, the realities of poverty look too deep to struggle against, and many of 
us separate ourselves from those realities. This summer is your chance to jump in. 
One day—2 hours—gets you access to some of the happiest little people you’ll 
ever encounter in a well-run program right here in our building. We claim to be 
follows of Jesus, who called us to hang out with “the least of these my brethren.” 
Our brethren will be at Freedom School, every day, from 8:30-2:30, June 16-July 
28, right here in our building. Do not miss your chance to be part of this great 
work!  

 

Summer Sunday School 
Each summer, we offer an optional intergenerational Sunday School Ministry 
experience for adults. This summer’s option will meet in Broach Hall through 
August 28. It will be an intensive look at the parables, including opportunities to 
respond to the previous Sunday’s sermon and new ways of looking at parables with 
help from John Dominic Crossan and Joachim Jeremias. All adult Sunday School 
classes are invited, although classes are free to plan their summer as they wish. 

 

St. John’s Pulpit  
This summer, Dr. Foust and Rev. Kearse are offering a summer sermon series 
based on the parables of Jesus entitled “STORIES TO LIVE BY.” Jesus used 
stories because stories identify us, explain us, define us, call us back, call us 
forward, represent us, inspire us, sustain us, guide us, renew us, etc. From June 
26th – September 4th, sermons will be based on some of Jesus’ parables. Jesus’ 
parables are ‘stories to live by.’ 

 

Heritage Room Open House (and Work Day) 
The Heritage Room will be open Wednesdays, June 29, from 1:00-3:00 pm for 
visiting. Anyone interested in helping in the Heritage Room is also welcome. 
 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 
 

Men's Softball  
This week, the men will play on Tuesday at 6:00 pm and Thursday at 7:15 pm. All 
games will be played at Providence Baptist (4921 Randolph Rd.). Come out and 
support the team! 

 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 Unidiversity Summer Camp - July 18-23 

 Middle School Local Mission Trip - August 13-16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428  -  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

July 3 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Proclaimer: Rev. Martha Kearse 

Summer Sermon Series: STORIES TO LIVE BY 

Sermon: Door Frames 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37; Deut. 6:1-9; Psalm 90:1-6 
 
 

This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, June 26   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
Monday, June 27   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 10:30 am Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
 11:00 am Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 
   5:00 pm Freedom School Parents’ Night (Broach Hall) 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
   7:00 pm South Charlotte Basketball Academy (Gym) 
Tuesday, June 28   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 11:00 am Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Broach Hall) 
Wed., June 29   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   1:00 pm Heritage Room Open House 
   7:00 pm South Charlotte Basketball Academy (Lounge) 
   7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, June 30   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
Friday, July 1   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
   3:00 pm King’s College Graduation (Sanctuary) 
Saturday, July 2   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call 
the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on 
the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy 
to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out 
more information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. 
John’s. 

 
 

Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
Equipping Ministers 

Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Custodians ........................................................................................... Awrin Ali, Paul Pugh 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 

 

 
 
 

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
Through God’s Inclusive Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, June 26 2016 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

