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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, July 17 
Ninth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

 

Summer Sermon Series: 

STORIES TO LIVE BY 
 

Sermon: 

What Kind of God is God? 
 

Scripture:  

Luke 15: 11-31 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the  

Celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the Sanctuary! 
 

 To Dr. Dennis Foust and Kevin Gray for their support and enthusiasm in 

planning the service.  

 To Noel Lance for our music from the first service.  

 To John Fortson for sharing his musical talents with us.  

 To Dr. Chris Chapman for continuing the tradition of a guest minister from 

First Baptist, Raleigh. 

 To Jacquelyn McAbee for her assistance in design and printing of the 

bulletin, commemorative fans, and sanctuary tour booklet.  

 To Paul Pugh for all of his assistance during the week and on Sunday.  

 To Teri Franklin for coordinating the wonderful greenery in the sanctuary.  

 To Nina Phillips and Ruth Jackson for coordinating lemonade on the lawn.  

 To Linda Crowder 

for the idea of our 

congregational 

photo.  

 To the Hogewoods 

and the Harkeys 

for hosting our 

Open House.  

 To the Heritage 

Task Force and 

others who helped 

with the assembly 

of the fans and the 

preparation of food 

and serving after 

the service; and 

 To our children for 

the wonderful 

artwork used on the fans.  

 

St. John's farmers, bakers, and shoppers, get 

ready for the ANNUAL ST. JOHN’S FARMERS’ 

MARKET in Lasater Hall right after worship 

service this Sunday, July 17!!   
 

We welcome produce (tomatoes, cucumbers, 

beans, squash or whatever you are harvesting at that time), baked 

goods (cakes, pies, cookies), pickles, jams, and jellies.  Everything is 

appreciated and for a good cause. 
 

All proceeds from this fun event will benefit Community Culinary 

School and QC Family Tree’s Kinfolk Coffee.  For more information, 

contact Beth Jones at 704-975-8894. 



 

REMEMBERING GOD’S NORMAL 
 

“The world at its worst needs the Church at its best.”  

 ~ Anonymous 
 

The vast majority of persons DO NOT initiate or participate 

in acts of violence, massacre, terrorism, hatred, racism, 

killings, brutality, prejudice or blatant mean-spiritedness. 

Yet, today’s headlines are rampant with these stories. We 

hurt because of the pain inflicted upon innocent victims and 

are called to action. Because these events are so prevalent, 

some folks might think they are normative in human 

society. So, let us remember God’s normal world.  
 

In God’s normal world, 90% or more of earth’s population 

seek peace, express kindness to neighbor, invest time and 

energy in building healthy relationships and communities, 

pursue healing, hope for religious collaboration, envision 

political cooperation, desire to alleviate suffering, and hope 

for a more whole world. The challenge for us and for all 

global citizens is for our desires, thoughts and words to be 

converted into actions and habits. Establishing practices 

that redeem individuals, households, structural injustices, 

and systemic limitations to opportunity while extending 

spiritual transformation through theological endeavors is 

our purpose as followers of The Way of Jesus. The 

anonymous statement above is a reminder to us of our 

mission, as Christ’s Church, in the life of the world. ‘The 

world at its worst needs the Church at its best.’ 
 

This is why we volunteer with homeless families and 

individuals; build Habitat for Humanity houses; shelter the 

homeless within our facilities; feed the hungry; mentor 

youth through Right Moves for Youth; raise money for 

CROP Hunger Walk; give of ourselves in Freedom School 

and QC Family Tree efforts; serve mental health initiatives; 

sponsor education for students in Nyarweng, South Sudan; 

work with others through Alliances, Fellowships, 

Partnerships, Communities and Networks to support inter-

religious efforts; participate in inter-racial relationships; 

care for our environment; and involve ourselves in Head 

Start and Weekday School. As St. John’s, we seek to offer 

our best wherever the world’s needs are evident – even 

though these needs may be the world at its worst. 
 

The Gospel (Good News) of God, is revealed in Jesus to be 

the experience of opening our lives to God for Spiritual 

transformation of what looks like a hopeless and despairing 

situation (like a Friday crucifixion) into a celebration of new 

beginnings – resurrection of what we thought was lost 

forever – rekindling of hope’s flame – appearances of joy 

which cast out fear (like light shining from an empty tomb).  
 

Let us renew our covenant commitments to God and one 

another to be at our best so more persons can experience 

God’s normal with us. Your ministries in daily life make an 

eternal difference in the lives of other people. Please 

remember the normal life God offers to us. Be not afraid. 

Continue in your missional and servant faith.  
 

Shalom, 

Dennis  

 

From Martha 

 

No Limits Day Trips 

 July 13th—Levine Museum of the New 

 South tour—10:30am-3:00pm 

 July 17th—“Sister Act” at Halton 

 Theater—Two more tickets available!  
 

Youth News 
 

Upcoming Events 

July 18-23 – Unidiversity Summer Camp in Knoxville, 

TN 

Please bring an outfit/costume for our “Jungle” theme on 

opening night. We will leave from the church at 10:00 am 

on Monday, June 18, and return around 3:00 pm on 

Saturday, June 23. Thanks to Kathy Turner who has 

graciously agreed to step in and be the female chaperone. 
 

August 13-16 – Middle School Local Mission Trip 

(includes those entering 6th grade through those who have 

finished 8th grade). Projects include attending worship and 

doing work at Hope Chapel (Worship is Sunday at 8 am), 

providing breakfast and sorting clothes at Crisis 

Assistance (Breakfast on Tuesday at 8:30 am, sorting 

clothes on Tuesday 2:30-4:30 pm), Little Sugar Creek 

clean up, field trip with QC Family Tree (Monday 

afternoon), volleyball and corn hole with the men at the 

Charlotte Rescue Mission (Sunday 5:30-7:00 pm). A few 

other projects are in the works. I have talked with Jean 

Siers from the Society of St. Andrew and we are trying to 

see if we can glean fields for crops for the hungry (on 

Monday morning). I have also put out feelers to Friendship 

Trays and the Urban Ministries Center. I hope to have all 

the pieces in place by next week, but will ask for chaperones 

for everything I do know regardless. We will need adults to 

spend Saturday, Sunday, and Monday nights at the hotel. 
 

On Sunday, August 7, college students (including 

graduated high school seniors) will gather after worship for 

lunch at 1900 Mexican Grill on Elizabeth Avenue. 
 

From Allison 

 

Sunday: 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: Formation Hour begins at 9:15 am. The PreK/K 

class will remain in their classroom for Formation Hour and 

Worship Hour. 

Grades 1-5: Our Summer Formation Hour schedule 

continues until Promotion Sunday (August 28). Children in 

Grades 1-5 will combine in the 1st-3rd Grade classroom for 

the entire Formation Hour. We will not have Music over the 

summer. Children in 1st-5th Grade will attend worship with 

their families. Worship bags will be available each week to 

help children engage in worship.  
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Young Adult Gathering 

Sunday, July 17th 
 

Following worship, the young adults will gather in the 

Lounge across from the gym. Food will be provided by 

Hawthorne’s Pizza, and child-care will be provided. To help 

us provide excellent childcare, please contact Jacquelyn 

McAbee at jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org with your childcare 

needs by Wednesday, July 13.  

 

Freedom School and SJBC 
 

Just a quick word to say THANK YOU to everyone who has 

contributed to the success of the QC Family Tree Freedom 

School, housed here at St. John’s, this summer. We have 

had 

 24 donations of bathing suits or 

swim equipment 

 10 donations of sports equipment 

 4 donations of gift cards or money 

 5 lunches covered by volunteer 

cooks and servers 

 2 on-site activities covered with 4 

volunteers 

 1 Family Night Dinner 

 Additional volunteers for Harambee reading, field trips 

and Jubilee 

 And on-going support from staff and members 
 

Freedom School is in its fourth week this week. Continue to 

be in prayer for the interns, who interact with and teach 

these children every day; the administrative staff, who deal 

with all the details; Greg and Helms Jarrell and other 

sponsoring agents, who lend a constant stream of attention 

and support; and Freedom School staff, who make sure 

Freedom School runs smoothly at all 16 sites around the 

city. 

 

Heritage Room Open House (and Work Day)  

The Heritage Room will be open Thursdays, July 21 & 28, 

from 10:00 am-12:00 noon for visiting. Anyone interested in 

helping in the Heritage Room is also welcome. 

 

Several years ago, Clarence Eden 

recognized an opportunity to save our 

landfills and recycle batteries. The St. 

John’s Family was faithful in bringing 

dead batteries to the Collection Room, 

and Clarence would deliver them to 

the Recycling Center. 
 

Some changes have occurred, and when Lee Gray and 

Charlie Harper attempted to deliver batteries to the 

Center, they were turned away. Rules and regulations 

have changed, and most of the batteries are not being 

accepted. 
 

Due to these changes, St. John’s will NOT accept 

batteries in our Collection Room after August 1. 

Best Buy will accept most batteries (except computer) at 

their locations. This may be an alternative for you to 

recycle. If anyone would like to claim this project, please 

contact Lee Gray.  

 
Crisis Assistance Ministry is 

seeking 15 volunteers from St. 

John's to help in their Free Store 

August 13th from 2:30-4:30 

pm. The Free Store provides 

donated clothing and household 

items all at no charge to families 

in need, so that people can use 

their limited resources on other 

necessities. Volunteers are encouraged to sort/inspect 

donations, hang clothing, stock the Free Store and assist 

the Free Store Production Area as needed.  Crisis 

Assistance's vision is to inspire the community to justice 

and generosity as they provide help, hope, and 

understanding to people struggling with limited financial 

resources. If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

Kimberly Follis at 704-650-3809 or 

kimberly_follis@outlook.com. 

mailto:kimberly_follis@outlook.com
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Libby Collier, James Carnes, Jacob Goodson, 

Corson Hicks, Melissa Nash & Florine Olive - 

at home 
 

Sympathy to Jim Pope and family in the death 

of his brother, Tom Pope 
 

Congratulations to Lloyd Baucom, inducted 

into the North Carolina Bar Association 

General Practice Hall of Fame on June 23, in 

recognition of a lifetime of exemplary service 

and high ethical and professional standards as 

a general practitioner of the law and for serving 

as a role mode for all lawyers in NC. 
 

This Sunday, July 17 

Deacons:  Steve Carter, Ryan Crowder, Pat 

Engle, Doug Hammond, Cathy Hartsell, Tom 

Hearn, Scott Hicks, Bobbie Hinson, Tom 

Injaychock, Dale Johnson 

Tellers:  Tom Blackmon, Gene Poole 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, 

Bobbie Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & 

Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeters: Ed Turner, Phil Vavra 
 

Giving Report: 

Week of July 4-10: $17,655 
 

Ministers on Call: 

July 4-10: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 

July 11-17: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

 

Calendar:  July 17-23 
 

Sunday, July 17 
  9:15 ................................................... Sunday School (Classrooms & Broach Hall) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

11:30 ....................................................................... Farmers’ Market (Lasater Hall) 

11:30 ..................................................................... Young Adult Gathering (Lounge) 

Monday, July 18 

  8:30 .................................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 

10:00 ..................................................................... Mental Health America (Lounge) 

10:30 ..................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 

11:00 ................................................................Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 

  5:00 ................................................ Freedom School Parents’ Night (Broach Hall) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

Tuesday, July 19 
  7:00 ........................................................ Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

  8:30 ...................................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 

11:00 ................................................................Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 

  5:30 .................................................................................................. CROP (Lounge) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

  6:30 ............................................................ Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 

Wednesday, July 20 

  6:30 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  8:30 ...................................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:30 .................................................................... Membership Task Force (Lounge) 

Thursday, July 21 

  8:30 ..................................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 

10:00 ..............................................................................Heritage Room Open House 

11:00 ................................................................................... Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 

12:00 ....................................Endowment Campaign Task Force (Bragg Financial) 

12:30 .................................................. Novant Health Medical Group (Broach Hall) 

Friday, July 22 

  8:30 ...................................................... Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 

Saturday, July 23 

  7:00 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ....................................................................... Girls Basketball workout (Gym) 
     

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ................................ Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families .. Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ................ Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ............... Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ....................... Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Accountant ..............................Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ..................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Custodians ............................. Paul Pugh, Will Godsey 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

Upcoming Games:  

Tues 7/12 6pm vs PBC Red 

Thurs 7/14 6pm vs Hawthorne Ln 

Fri 7/15 6 pm (make-up game) 

Tues 7/19 6pm vs St. Martin's 

Thurs 7/21 6pm vs St. Gabriel  
 

All games at Providence Baptist Church (4921 Randolph 

Road). Come out and support the team! 
 

Save the Date 

Tuesday, September 13 ~ 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Broach Hall 

Is the Bible Relevant in the 21st Century? 

Encountering Scripture at the Intersections of Our Lives 

Guest speaker: Mary K. Foskett  

Wake Forest Kahle Professor of Religion 

 

Does the Bible have anything to say to us anymore? How 

can an ancient text from what seems like an entirely 

different world than ours speak to us in our time, and 

reach us in the places where we live? Join us for an 

evening that will explore whether and how the Bible can 

be relevant in the 21st Century. Be a part of a 

conversation about encountering biblical texts and 

traditions in our day to day living. Whether you seek to 

read the Bible with fresh eyes or to discover the Bible 

anew, come join us! 
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