
O  For the Wonderful Love God Has Promised 
 

Introit Matthew T. Lineberger  
 

Words of Greeting                                    Rev. Lee Gray                                                                            

& Announcements of Church Life 

 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Rev. Gray   
 

Call to Worship                                                                           
LEADER: O God, giver of all things, open our eyes to see the nature of Your 

steadfast love! 
PEOPLE: Let us see, let us believe. 

 

*Hymn of Praise God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

Chalice Hymnal No. 606 NETTLETON 

 

Gospel Reading                    Luke 15: 11-31                      
 Cindy McIntyre, Lia Benton, Todd Stillerman, Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The 

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. A few days later the younger 
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me 
like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still 
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said 
to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and 
asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and 
refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that 
I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the 
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.’” 

 
LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn of Response Softly and Tenderly    
Chalice Hymnal No. 340 THOMPSON   

 

The Church at Prayer              Rev. Martha Kearse                     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Concerns 
James Carnes, Libby Collier, Jacob Goodson, Corson Hicks,  

Melissa Nash & Florine Olive – home 
Jim Pope and family in the death of his brother, Tom Pope 

Family of Genevieve (Genks) Gantt 

 

Though We Have Sinned,  

God Has Mercy and Pardon 
 

Sung Meditation  J. Kevin Gray    
Why is Your Heaven So Small                                 Susan Werner       

 
Excuse me sir, what did you say? When you shout so loud, it's hard to tell. 
You say that I must change my ways, for I am surely bound to hell. 
 
Refrain:  
Well I know you'd damn me if you could, but my friend, that's simply not your 
call. If God is great and God is good, why is your heaven so small? 

 
With your fists that shake and your eyes that burn, what makes you do these 
things you do? I would not be surprised to learn someone, somewhere 
excluded you. 
 
But my friend, imagine it if you would, a love much mightier than us all. 
O if God is great and God is good, why is your heaven so small? 

 

SERMON                                                                              Dr. Foust       
“What Kind of God is God?”  

 

 

 

*Hymn of Discipleship  You Have Called Me 

Chalice Hymnal No. 455  KAYE’S SONG 

 

Offertory Prayer Dr. Foust  
          

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 

Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir   
Fairest Lord Jesus  Derek Hakes 
 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nations, O thou of God 
and man the Son, Thee will I cherish, Thee will I 
honor, Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.  

 
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed 
in the blooming garb of spring: Jesus is fairer, Jesus is 
purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing.  

 
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all 
the twinkling starry host; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus 
shines purer than all the angels heaven can boast.  

 
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God 
and Son of Man! Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
now and forevermore be Thine. 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Come Home, Ye Who Are Weary, 

 Come Home 
 

Celebrations of the Community                    Dr. Foust   

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH          

 

*Postlude   Matthew T. Lineberger 
 
* Invites the congregation to stand 

 
Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


 

Announcements 

 
Annual St. John’s Farmers’ Market is Today 

Visit Lasater Hall right after worship this morning to purchase produce, canned 
items, and baked goods (cakes, pies, cookies). All proceeds will benefit Community 
Culinary School and QC Family Tree’s Kinfolk Coffee.  

 
Young Adult Gathering Today 

Following worship, the young adults will gather in the Lounge across from the 
gym. Food will be provided by Hawthorne’s Pizza, and child-care will be provided. 
 

Men's Softball  
The men will play this week on Tuesday (7/19) and Thursday (7/21) at 6:00 pm. 
All games are played at Providence Baptist (4921 Randolph Rd.). Come out and 
support the team! 

 
Heritage Room Open House 

The Heritage Room will be open Thursdays, July 21 & 28, from 10:00 am-12:00 
noon for visiting. Anyone interested in helping in the Heritage Room is also 
welcome. 

  
Crisis Assistance 

Crisis Assistance Ministry is seeking 15 volunteers from St. John's to help in their 
Free Store August 13th from 2:30-4:30 pm. Volunteers are encouraged to 
sort/inspect donations, hang clothing, stock the Free Store and assist the Free 
Store Production Area as needed. If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Kimberly Follis at 704-650-3809 or kimberly_follis@outlook.com. 

 
Save the Date 

Tuesday, September 13 - 6:30 - 8:00 pm - Broach Hall 
Is the Bible Relevant in the 21st Century? - Encountering Scripture at the Intersections of Our 
Lives. Guest speaker: Mary K. Foskett, Wake Forest Kahle Professor of Religion  

 
Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 

 
St. John’s Pulpit  

This summer, Dr. Foust and Rev. Kearse are offering a summer sermon series 
based on the parables of Jesus entitled “STORIES TO LIVE BY.” Jesus used 
stories because stories identify us, explain us, define us, call us back, call us 
forward, represent us, inspire us, sustain us, guide us, renew us, etc. From June 
26th – September 4th, sermons will be based on some of Jesus’ parables. Jesus’ 
parables are ‘stories to live by.’ 

 
Upcoming Youth Events 

 Unidiversity Summer Camp - July 18-23 

 Middle School Local Mission Trip - August 13-16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428  -  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

July 24 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proclaimer: Rev. Martha Kearse 

Summer Sermon Series: STORIES TO LIVE BY 

Sermon: More 

Scripture: Luke 11:1-13; Psalm 100 
 

This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, July 17   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms & Broach Hall) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 11:30 am Farmers’ Market (Lasater Hall) 
 11:30 am Young Adult Gathering (Lounge) 
Monday, July 18   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 10:00 am Mental Health America (Lounge) 
 10:30 am Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
 11:00 am Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 
   5:00 pm Freedom School Parents’ Night (Broach Hall) 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

Tuesday, July 19   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 11:00 am Freedom School lunch (Broach Hall) 
   5:30 pm CROP (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Gym) 
   6:30 pm Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 
Wed., July 20   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
   9:30 am Yoga Class (Room 114) 
   6:30 pm Membership Task Force (Lounge) 
Thursday, July 21   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
 10:00 am Heritage Room Open House 
 11:00 am Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 
 12:00 pm Endowment Campaign Task Force (Bragg Financial) 
 12:30 pm Novant Health Medical Group (Broach Hall) 
Friday, July 22   8:30 am Freedom School Harambee (Lasater Hall) 
Saturday, July 23   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
   9:30 am Girls Basketball workout (Gym) 

 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call 
the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on 
the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy 
to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out 
more information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. 
John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
Equipping Ministers 

Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Custodians ........................................................................................... Awrin Ali, Paul Pugh 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
 

 

 

The Worship of God 

 

 
 

Stories to Live By  
Through God’s Inclusive Grace 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, July 17, 2016 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

