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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, September 25 
Nineteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

 

Sermon Series: 

LORD OF THE HARVEST 
 

Sermon: 

Laboring with God 
 

Scripture:  

Matthew 9:35-38; 22:34-40 
 

 

  

Last Sunday, we began a season focused on Spiritual Renewal. The emphasis, 

through November 20, will be ‘LORD OF THE HARVEST.’ We will 

focus our worship of God through the two lenses of Jesus’ teaching on The 

Greatest Commandments, ‘Loving the Lord Your God’ and ‘Loving Your 

Neighbor.’ Our Stewardship Task Force will also use the Harvest theme in 

promoting commitments to our Financial Ministry Plan 2017. Our capacity to 

realize the visions we discern will involve our commitment to be a Faithful 

Steward church.  

 

 

 

Kinfolk Coffee is now serving 

us our Sunday morning coffee 

in our coffee house setting in 

Lasater Hall. We invite you to 

join us, join your friends, and 

bring the dollars you would 

normally spend at Starbucks or 

Caribou to Kinfolk Coffee each 

Sunday!  

 

 
 

Community Conversation  

at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
 

This coming Sunday, FMBC will host 

the second of its community 

conversations, “Strengthening the 

Bonds of Trust.” The effort of these 

conversations has been to offer a chance 

for discussion of issues of race, 

discrimination and violence and to 

attempt to work towards actions which 

can help our community. Anyone 

interested is welcome to come to 

Friendship Missionary Baptist at 

4:30pm on September 25th. Rev. Martha 

Kearse will be co-facilitator in one of 

the break-out groups and those who are 

interested in participating in Martha’s 

doctoral project are encouraged to come 

(and any others interested in 

participating in Martha’s doctoral 

project should email her at 

mkearse@sjcharlotte.org). To carpool 

from St. John’s, gather at 3:45pm and 

we will leave soon thereafter.  

Crossroads Coffee Hour 

Sunday Mornings 

8:45-10:15 am 

Lasater Hall 

Coffee by: 

Kinfolk Coffee 

a QC FamilyTree Small Business 
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ANTICIPATING A NEW SEASON 
 

What You Already Know: This is Thursday morning in 

Charlotte, North Carolina; September 22, 2016, the first 

day of autumn. We should feel a crispness in the air 

anticipating a new season.  
 

Yet, this morning’s air is filled with an unfamiliar eeriness 

and sadness; remnants of two violent nights. I appreciate 

what United States Attorney General, Loretta Lynch, has 

said, “Protest is protected by our constitution and is a vital 

instrument for raising issues and creating change. But 

when it turns violent, it undermines the very justice that 

it seeks to achieve.” 
 

What You Also Need to Know: I have communicated to the 

members of our church who are police officers our prayers 

for them and support of them. They and their families 

appreciate your encouragement.  
 

You are already investing in bringing about change in our 

city. Your service in addressing homelessness, hunger, 

public education, mentoring, job opportunities, inter-racial 

relationships, inter-religious understanding, and your 

gifts to our annual ministry budget through tithes and 

offerings touch hundreds of thousands of lives each year. 

Along with Jesus, we see many needs. 
 

Pray to the Lord of the Harvest: Our autumn 

emphasis of spiritual renewal is ‘Lord of the Harvest.’ The 

maturity and health of your relationship with God 

matters. Jesus’ instructed, “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Mt. 9) 

As laborers with God, we are continuously enrolled in 

Jesus’ school of discipleship learning how to relate with 

God as we also relate with others the lifestyle practices 

and teachings of Jesus as we care for the ‘harassed and 

helpless’ who are ‘like sheep without a shepherd.’  
 

In the life of St. John’s, our mission statement is ‘Actively 

Faithful Faithfully Active.’ This Sunday, I will offer a few 

ideas about how Active Faith works and invite you to 

initiate a practical approach to redemptive peace-building 

that one of our young adult members is calling ‘Charlotte 

City Challenge.’  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us invest in spiritual renewal so our laboring with God in God’s 

harvest reflects the visionary character of God’s mission. As we 

invest in Active Faith, we are anticipating a new season; a season 

of spiritual renewal.  
 

Shalom,  

Dennis  

From Martha 

No Limits: 
BBQ Tour of the South-- September 22nd.We’ll have room 

for 12 passengers in the van and will meet at the church 

at 11:15 and travel together to Shelby, partake of BBQ 

and write our review, then return to Charlotte and SJ by 

around 2pm.  
 

Our Co-Ed Bible Study began on September 6th and is 

going very well! New members are always welcome on 

Tuesdays in Rm 209 at 11am—no sign-up necessary, just 

bring your Bible and join the group!  
 

Youth News from Lee 
Upcoming Events 

September 25 – For our Sunday youth group meeting we 

will go to Friendship Missionary Baptist Church to be 

part of their community conversation on race 

relations in Charlotte. Martha Kearse is one of the 

facilitators of this event. We will meet at the church at 

4pm in order to arrive by 4:30 for start of program. We 

will return to Hawthorne’s (just down the street) 6/6:15 for 

dinner. We should be done by 7:15pm. 

October 16  – CROP Walk -  Please sign up to be 

an  officially recognized St. John's CROP Walk participant 

(walker or volunteer) 

November 6 – 6th Grade Discipleship Kick-off  5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Allison 

Sunday Preview: 
Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom 

for Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they learn about 

God creating the world, do some crafts, have music time, 

and play.  

Grades 1-3: Children in 1st-3rd Grade will be learning 

about the widow who kept seeking justice (Luke 18:1-8) 

from 9:15-9:45. From 9:45-10:15, they will have Music 

where they'll be learning songs of faith and playing 

instruments. They will attend worship with their families. 

Grades 4-5: Children in 4th and 5th Grade will be learning 

and discussing the story of the 10 lepers Jesus healed 

(Luke 17:11-19) from 9:15-9:45. From 9:45-10:15 they have 

Music, where they'll be learning songs of faith and playing 

instruments. They will attend worship with their families.  
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Metropolitan Music Ministry 
 

I would like to invite anyone who can attend to be present at 

the 31st Annual Celebration of Sacred Music Service 

sponsored by Metropolitan Music Ministry. The service will 

be this Sunday, September 25, at 6 pm at Providence Baptist 

Church. 

The service will include performances by the Festival Singers 

of Charlotte, ensembles from Providence Baptist Church, 

Providence United Methodist Church, St. Alban’s Episcopal 

Church, Statesville Avenue Presbyterian Church. Also, there 

will be a choir made up of over 40 choir directors, as well as a 

few St. John’s choir members. This year, I had the honor of 

being selected to lead this fine ensemble. So if you enjoy 

music and fellowship, join us for what will be an exciting 

evening! ~ James Kevin Gray  

 

Tuesday, September 27  
12:00 noon 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club  
(Library) 

This month’s book:  The Nightingale 

by Kristin Hannah 

Called to Nourish 
WOMEN of the CHURCH RETREAT 

Saturday, November 5, 2016, 9am-3pm 

Leaders: Sara Vavra and Lia Benton 

Location: Bragg Farm –  

carpooling will be available 

Registration flyers available in the church office 
 

Pastoral Deacon Flocks 
 

Since we are beginning a new church year, there will 

changes to the flocks of some members of the Pastoral 

Deacon Panel. Most flocks will remain the same, 

however, there may be a few changes and the new 

members of the panel will be assigned flocks.  This 

process takes a couple of weeks. Therefore please give 

the deacons until mid-October (4 weeks) to hear from 

them. This contact may be in the form of a card/letter, 

phone call, or email. The church office will not be 

sending out postcards as was done some years ago. If 

you  have not been notified within 4-5 weeks, you can 

check with the church office or look on your Sunday 

school roster to find your deacon’s name. As always, 

please reach out to let him or her know of needs. 

 

Qualified Charitable Distributions – What’s the Fuss? 

Giving to the St. John’s Endowment from an IRA via the QCD 
 

For some individuals, the required minimum distribution from their IRA is an unwelcome taxable event.  As 

of 2016, there is a permanent tax law that allows a person to direct some or all of their required draw to 

charity, thereby avoiding the income tax liability.  The Qualified Charitable Distribution (“QCD”) permits 

taxpayers over age 70½ to exclude up to $100,000 from their gross income for gifts given directly to qualified 

charities from their IRA.   
 

Alas, the QCD has caused substantial confusion for two reasons: 1) The benefits of a QCD are widely misunderstood, and 2) 

until recently, the availability of the strategy waxed and waned with the political and calendar season.  Now however, the 

QCD is a permanent fixture so planning with it is much simpler. 
 

Regarding the first point, many people wrongly believe that a QCD provides a tax deduction in addition to allowing them to 

make charitable gifts with pre-tax dollars.  In fact, there is no charitable deduction allowed for a QCD.  However, dollars 

given to St. John’s directly from an IRA are not reported as income. 
 

Now that we truly know that the QCD is here to stay, we can ask, “Which is more valuable, no income and no deduction or 

income with a deduction?”  For most taxpayers, there truly is no difference between the two.  Here is a short list of people for 

whom the QCD has value: 

 Taxpayers who have already given more than the maximum that can be deducted in a calendar year – more than 30% of 

income - but would like to give even more.  These individuals would be pleased to funnel some of their required IRA draw 

to charity without having to report the additional income. 

 Taxpayers whose gross income is low enough that there is a possibility that some or all of their Social Security benefit 

will be tax free.  For a single taxpayer, income must be under $25,000, including ½ of the social security benefit.  For 

joint filers, $32,000 is the threshold. 

 Taxpayers whose incomes are high enough that the cost of Medicare Parts B & D could ratchet up if their gross income 

exceeds certain thresholds (over $170,000 for married filing jointly). 

 Taxpayers whose incomes are high enough that their dividends and capital gains could be subject to additional taxes 

that apply above certain thresholds (over $250,000 for married filing jointly).   

 Taxpayers whose incomes are high enough that they begin to lose the benefit of some personal exemptions and itemized 

deductions (over $309,000 for married filing jointly). 
 

When manufacturing regular cash flow, there are many more moving parts to consider when choosing the perfect “charitable 

currency” versus “personal currency.”  For some, appreciated stock may be the best charitable currency and, for others, the 

QCD might be preferable.  Contact any of us on the Endowment Committee, and we will help you understand your options.  

Phillips M. Bragg, AEP, CFP® 
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Jim Austin, James Carnes, Ethel Harris, Ashley 

Hogewood & Dana Packman - home; Teri Franklin - 

knee surgery Monday, September 26 
 

 

This Sunday, September 25 

Deacons:  Carol Injaychock, Tom Injaychock, Dale 

Johnson, Chuck Jones, Fredda Kimball, Christa 

Lynch, Kami McGuire, Cindy McIntyre, Mark 

McNeill, Tricia Miller 

Tellers:  Tom Blackmon, Gene Poole 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeters: Tom & Carol Injaychock 
 

Giving Report: 

Week of September 12-18: $6,090 
 

Ministers on Call: 

Sept. 19-25: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234 

Sept. 26-Oct. 2: Martha Kearse 704-941-8446 
 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Sunday, October 16th 

following Worship 

Broach Hall 

 

Calendar:  September 25-Oct. 1 
 

Sunday, September 25 
  9:15 ............................................................................ Sunday School (Classrooms) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

11:45 ................................................................................. Care Committee (Lounge) 

  4:00 .............................................. Youth to Friendship Community Conversation 

Monday, September 26 
10:30 ..................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 

11:45 ............................................................ Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  7:00 ........................................................................................ Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Tuesday, September 27 
  7:00 ........................................................ Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

10:00 .......................................................... HeadStart parents meeting (Room 114) 

10:30 .................................................. King’s College Safety Meeting (Broach Hall) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

12:00 ............................................ Terrific Tuesday Book Club (Library & Lounge) 

  4:45 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  6:00 ............................................ Elizabeth Community Association(Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

Wednesday, September 28 

  6:30 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Saturday, October 1 
  7:00 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

 10:00 .................................................. Communion Task Force (Conference Room) 
 

     Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ................................ Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families .. Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ................ Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ............... Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ....................... Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Accountant ..............................Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ..................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Custodians ................................. Arwin Ali, Paul Pugh 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

 

CROP Walk is  

October 16th at 2:30 pm. 

Sign up to walk or sponsor 

a walker:  https://

www.crophungerwalk.org/

charlottenc/sjbc  
 

We now have 85 participants (with a goal of 100)

registered and have raised $975, which puts us almost 

10% of the way to our $10,000 goal. 
 

Love CROP but don’t want to walk? There are many 

volunteer opportunities: registration, route monitors (bring 

your own chair), and helping with our agency projects—

email Martha at mkearse@sjcharlotte.org if you would like 

to volunteer at the CROP walk on Oct. 16th! 

 

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church on 7th 

Street would love St. John’s 

parishioners to join us for our First 

Annual Blood Drive Festival on Sunday, September 25. 

Blood donations from 9-12pm and Festival starts at 12pm. 

Community Blood Center will bring their mobile donation 

truck to St. Martin’s parking lot. CBC of the Carolinas 

supports CMC Levine Children’s Hospital and many other 

state wide facilities. Sign up now for your donation 

appointment at http://signup.com/go/MWFujJ    
 

Even if you are unable to donate blood, join us for our 

Blood Drive Festival starting at 12pm, with food trucks, 

bake sale, and games. We will have a big screen out in the 

parking lot for the Panther’s game! Bring your lounge 

chairs and join us for a super fun day. Join your neighbors 

to help your neighbors! 
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