
Praise the Lord,  

Who Is Gracious and Mighty to Save 
 

Introit  Jane Lineberger 
 

Words of Greeting                                                                   Rev. Lee Gray 

& Announcements of Church Life  
 

*Expression of Fellowship             Congregation 

 

PRAYER OF SUBMISSION                 Rev. Gray 
 

Call to Worship                                                                                  Rev. Gray 
   

LEADER: God of Grace, teach us to understand the true meaning of 
generosity. 

ALL: Give us Your eyes to see and Your heart to love. 
 

*Hymn of Praise  God of Grace and God of Glory 

Chalice Hymnal No. 464, verses 1, 4 & 5 CWM RHONDDA 

 

 Proclaim God’s Good News
 

Reading of the Gospel            Matthew 20:1-16 Claude Bragg 
               

 “For the kingdom of heaven is 

like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he 
saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to 

them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
                                     

LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 

 

Blessing of the Hands J. Kevin Gray 

 
LEADER: Lord, for the chance to work, for the strength to fulfill our tasks, 
PEOPLE:  We are grateful. 
LEADER:  For the chance to educate, to defend, to protect, to build, to serve, 

and to do all manner of meaningful work, 
PEOPLE:  We are grateful. 
LEADER: We offer our hands for blessing, that You would give us strength 

and purpose, 
PEOPLE:  Hope and compassion, 
ALL:  And that the work of our hands would contribute to Your 

work in the world. Amen. 
  

The Church at Prayer                            Rev. Martha Kearse 
                     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Jim Austin, James Carnes, Ethel Harris, Florine Olive & Laura Solitario – home 

 

O God, We Surrender Ourselves to You 

 

Song of Praise and Surrender                                Pat James                                                                                         

Shout to the Lord Darlene Zschech 
 

My Jesus, my Saviour 

Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
 

My comfort, my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath, all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 
 

Shout to the Lord all the earth, let us sing 
Power and majesty, praise to the King 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 
 

I sing for joy at the work of Your hand 
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You 

 

SERMON          Rev. Kearse                
“Stepping Back” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Hymn of Discipleship                                          I Surrender All   
         

All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give; 

I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence daily live.  
 

Refrain: 
I surrender all, I surrender all; all to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all.   
 

All to Jesus I surrender, make me, Savior, wholly Thine; 
Let me feel the Holy Spirit, truly know that Thou art mine. 
 

Refrain 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
Fill me with Thy love and power, let Thy blessing fall on me. 
 

Refrain 
 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Gray 

 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

 Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir 
Keep Your Lamps                                                                                   Andre Thomas 

 
 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is 
drawing nigh. Children don’t get weary, til’ your work is 
done. 
 

Christian journey soon be over, the time is nigh. 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is 
drawing nigh. 
 

  

*Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Celebrations of the Community                    Rev. Kearse   
 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH          

 

*Postlude Jane Lineberger 
Toccata on “St. Anne” Gordon Young  

 
* Invites the congregation to stand 

 
Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


Announcements 
 

Co-Ed Bible Study 
A Co-Ed Bible WorkBench will be offered on Tuesdays at 11:00 am beginning 
September 6 in Room 209. Men and women are invited to enter and explore 
various Bible readings, as they share together and connect biblical stories with daily 
living. Steve and Gearlene Hoffman will facilitate sessions, lastly approximately one 
hour, from materials that focus on Lectionary Readings. 

 
Crossroads Coffee Hours 

Beginning Sunday, September 4, Kinfolk Coffee, a QC Family Tree Small Business, 
will be serving us our Sunday morning coffee from 8:45-10:15 am in Lasater Hall 
each week. We will still have pots on the second floor for those in the Broach Hall 
building, but the first floor coffee will all be served in Lasater. We are also moving 
to a “pay as you drink” system of coffee. Prices for coffee will be posted and the 
proceeds provide a good wage for QC Family Tree’s young adults in their small 
business. Cathy Hartsell and the St. John’s Facilities Task Force have been 
instrumental in working to transform Lasater into a coffee house space on Sunday 
mornings. We invite you to join us, join your friends, and bring the dollars you 
would normally spend at Starbucks or Caribou to Kinfolk Coffee each Sunday! 
 

8th Annual Women of the Church Luncheon 
This year’s luncheon will be on Sunday, September 11, from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm in 
Broach Hall. Our speaker is our own Sara Vavra speaking on Nourish:  Mind-Body-
Spirit. Please RSVP by September 7 (respond to your email invitation or call 
Jacquelyn in the church office). The cost is $10 payable at the door. Child care is 
available with RSVP. 

  
Faith Journey Book Study 

The study will begin on Monday, September 12, at 11:45 am in Room 209. For the 
next 10 weeks, ending November 14, Jean Thompson will be leading us through 
the book "Speaking Christian" by Marcus J. Borg. Our meetings are over at 1 pm. 
If you have any questions, please contact Gail Sifford at sgsifford@aol.com. 

 
Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning?  

 
Speaker Event - Tuesday, September 13, at 6:30 pm - Broach Hall 

Join Us for a Conversation with Mary K. Foskett, PhD - Is the Bible Relevant in 
the 21st Century? -- Encountering Scripture at the Intersections of Our Lives 
A few years ago the McLeod Brown Sunday school class established an education 
fund to honor their teachers Stan Brown and the late Jonnie McLeod. On Tuesday, 
September 13, the McLeod Brown Education Fund is sponsoring a speaker event 
at St. Johns featuring Mary F. Foskett, Ph.D., a Wake Forest Religious Studies 
professor. This event is open to the public. We hope you will help spread the word.  

 
CROP Walk 

Mark your calendar! CROP Walk is Sunday, October 16, at 2:30 pm. Sign up to 
walk or sponsor a walker:  https://www.crophungerwalk.org/charlottenc/sjbc. 
Free t-shirt if you sign up to walk or volunteer by Sunday, September 11! 
 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 September 9-11 – High School Fall Retreat to Seabrook Island - Please meet at 
the church at 4 pm on Friday, September 9. We will return to the church at 4 pm 
on Sunday, September 11. Cost is $75 payable to St. John’s Baptist Church. 

 September 18 – Youth and Parents Meeting – Sunday night schedule resumes 
(5:00-7:30 pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

September 11 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proclaimer: Rev. Rodney Sadler, PhD 

 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sunday, Sept. 4   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship with communion (Sanctuary) 
Monday, Sept. 5  Church offices closed (Labor Day holiday) 
   9:30 am Girls Basketball workout (Gym) 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
Tuesday, Sept. 6   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
 10:00 am HeadStart parents meeting (Room 114) 
 11:00 am Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 
   4:45 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   6:00 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 
   6:00 pm Technology Resource Team (Lounge) 
Wed., Sept. 7   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm Mission Resource Team (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm Personnel Resource Team (Conference Room) 
   6:00 pm Youth Auction meeting (Room 209) 
   7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, Sept. 8   8:30 am Loaves & Fishes (Lounge) 
 10:00 am Needlework Ministry (Room 209) 
Friday, Sept. 9 10:00 am Metrolina Assoc. for the Blind Yoga (Room 114) 
Saturday, Sept. 10   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 10:00 am Charlotte Mothers of Multiples (Lounge) 

 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please 
call the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards 
found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers 
will be happy to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our 
website to find out more information regarding the many ministry opportunities 
available in the life of St. John’s. 

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Custodians ........................................................................................... Awrin Ali, Paul Pugh 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                 

 

                                            Stories to Live By: 
The Laborers in the Fields  

 

 
                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, September 4, 2016 

10:30 A.M. Worship 
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