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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, October 9 
Twenty-first Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

Sermon Series: 

LORD OF THE HARVEST 
 

Sermon: 

Self-Care as  

Spiritual Transformation: 

Bearing God’s Image 
 

Scripture:  

Genesis 1:26-27; Matthew 

11:28-30; Mark 8:34-35;  

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 
 

  

CROP Walk is  

Sunday, October 16, at 2:30 pm 
 

 

Let’s Raise Some Money to Fight Hunger! Thanks to 

all of you who have set up your web site. To date, we have 

raised  $1,750 which puts us almost 18% of the way to 

our $10,000 goal. We are 85% of the way to our 

participant goal of 100 people! 

     Register to Walk:  Remember, you can still register to walk on October 16, 

but you need to go to the web site (https://www.crophungerwalk.org/

charlottenc/sjbc) and click on the “Join Team” button. If you insist on collecting 

money by hand, I have a stack of sheets you can use to track donations.  Look 

for me on Sunday mornings at church. 

     Register as a Volunteer:  Concerned that the four mile walk is too much 

for you? You can still participate! Martha Kearse needs volunteers for the day 

of the walk. She promises these jobs involve sitting for most of the time and DO 

NOT involve heavy lifting. Please e-mail Martha at mkearse@sjcharlotte.org. 

     Walk Day:  Walk day is Sunday, October 16th!   
      9:15-10:15am – SUNDAY SCHOOL. Start your Walk Day with a little 

fellowship and education. Come visit with me in the Adventure Class, or 

try one of the other wonderful SS experiences at SJBC. 

      10:30am-11:30am – WORSHIP SERVICE. Meditate on your impending 

service and missions activity. Sing a hymn or two to the glory of God. Get 

inspired by prayer, scripture and homiletic exhortation. The service will 

conclude with a commissioning of the CROP walkers and participants, so 

be ready to stand up front and be recognized! Feel free to dress for the 

walk in the service – I will be in shorts, running shoes and my 

CROP Walk t-shirt. I’m considering socks. 

      11:45am-12:45pm – LUNCH and CHURCH CONFERENCE! Join us in 

the church lounge for lunch and a church-wide conference. Note that you 

will be charged a reasonable price for lunch. Allison Benfield is 

organizing childcare during the conference portion of lunch. You need to let 

Allison know BY SUNDAY if you want to take advantage of the childcare – 

abenfield@sjcharlotte.org! 

      12:45pm-1:45pm – TEAM AWESOME LOUNGE! Join us in the church 

lounge, as Ryan Crowder, Jessica Redding and the Young Adult group 

again host the “Team Awesome Lounge” while we wait for the walk to 

begin. Enjoy refreshing soft drinks and other exciting snacks. Fellowship 

with other walkers and have some fun. Drop off your envelopes with team 

treasurer Jay Baucom, and pick up your t-shirt! The Panthers-Saints game 

will be on in the lounge! 

      1:45pm-2:00pm – TEAM PHOTO on the front steps of the church. 

      2:00pm-2:30pm – Gather in Independence Park, stretch out and prepare 

to walk.   

      2:30pm-4:00pm – CROP WALK. 

      4:00pm – Return to TEAM AWESOME LOUNGE! Catch the end of the 

Panthers game! DFTBA! 

~ Todd Stillerman 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/charlottenc/sjbc
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THE MORE ESSENTIAL IT BECOMES 
 

Elizabeth O’Connor was an original member of Church of 

the Savior in Washington, DC and their innovative 

ministries. Seeking to explain some of what they learned 

about actively faithful faithfully active living, she wrote a 

book entitled, Journey Inward, Journey Outward. She 

describes the vital balance of engagement with self, God 

and others – journey inward – and how the journey 

inward overflows to be involved with needs of the larger 

human community – journey outward.  
 

During our season of spiritual renewal, I am focusing our 

attention on the Lord of the Harvest. Moved with 

compassion about all of the needs he saw, Jesus 

encouraged his followers to pray for additional workers. 

Yet, these workers must not merely be activists; these 

workers must be compelled to active faith through a 

maturing relationship with the Lord of the harvest. 
 

What Elizabeth O’Connor calls Journey Inward – Journey 

Outward is what I refer to as Vertical Faith – Horizontal 

Faith merging to become Active Faith. As we renew our 

commitments to God through worship, learning, prayer, 

relationships of love and accountability, stewardship, 

joyful witness and servanthood, we are motivated to be 

laborers in the Lord’s harvest.  

 

 

O’Connor 

wrote, “The 

more involved 

our mission 

groups became 

in the outward 

journey, THE 

MORE 

ESSENTIAL IT 

BECAME to 

give equal 

attention to the 

inward 

journey.”  
 

 

 

Spiritual renewal is ESSENTIAL. This is why Jesus called 

people to come to him and be yoked with him in gentleness 

and humility. This is why Jesus challenged people to deny 

self, take up their cross and follow him. By doing so, we 

bear the image of our Creator who is revealed in Jesus, 

the Christ, the Lord of our active faith. 
 

We will be considering these ideas on Sunday during 

worship. In preparation for worship this week, please read 

Genesis 1:26-27, Matthew 11:28-30, Mark 8:34-35 and 2 

Corinthians 3:17-18. How are you caring for yourself as 

one created in the image of God? As you practice ‘Self-

Care,’ are you paying attention to that which is 

ESSENTIAL?  
 

Shalom,  

Dennis  

From Martha 

 

No Limits 

There have been several conflicts that have come up with 

Thursday, Oct. 20 for our next trip. Let’s look at 

Thursday, Oct. 27 for a possible outing (with BBQ).  
 

CROP Volunteers 

Thank you to all who have volunteered to help with the 

CROP Walk on October 16. That Sunday, we will have 

lunch available here at St. John’s after worship and your 

volunteer shirts will be there in Broach Hall for you to 

pick up, along with a sheet of instructions for your task for 

the afternoon.  
 

SS Resources Available 

Is your SS Class looking for new topics/books to study? We 

have many resources available, including: 

 Studies on ethics and justice 

 Studies on women in church history 

 Studies on the Christian value of hospitality 

 Studies on living in Christian community 

 Studies on prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 Studies on issues of race and the ways faith and race 

interact 

 Studies on modern theologians 

And several more! Check in with Martha to check out 

books and look at our class sets of studies! 

 

Youth News from Lee 
 

October 7 – Middle School Community Meal at QC 

Family Tree - Church at 5pm, 2910 Parkway Ave at 

5:30pm, Back at church 7:15pm - All the details are in  

e-mail sent to middle school youth. 

Sunday, October 9 - Lunch & Laser Quest after 

worship. Bring $20 for lunch and Laser Quest. Pick up at 

2:00 at Laser Quest (10403 Park Road, Charlotte, NC 

28210) or 2:30 at church.  

October 16  – CROP Walk  

INFO – 2016-2017 Youth Directories and schedules for 

year are available outside of my office door (on the 2nd 

Floor, to the left of all of the youth pictures) 

 

From Allison 

 

Sunday Preview: 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom 

for Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they learn about 

God creating the world, do some crafts, have music time, 

and play.  

Grades 1-3 & Grades 4-5: Children in 1st-3rd Grade and  

4th-5th Grade will have Music first from 9:15-9:45, and 

then Missions 101 from 9:45-10:15. Todd Stillerman will 

be teaching about CROP Walk. They will join their 

families for worship, and there will be a Moment with the 

Younger Church. 
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SECOND SATURDAY SERVANTS 
 

You may have heard, that we are planning to line up a 

service project for young adults the second Saturday of 

each month. If you have not, well now you have. 
 

This month, we will be assisting in CROP Walk 

preparation with Martha Kearse this Saturday, 

October 8th from 10:30am – 12:30pm at St. John’s 

(with lunch to follow for those who would like to have 

more fellowship afterwards). We are looking into other 

projects such as Bright Blessings, Habitat for Humanity, 

Friendship Trays, and the St. Andrew Society for future 

days of service and will seek to provide a longer term 

schedule shortly. For now, come on Saturday if you can, 

and please put it on your radar that we be doing service 

projects the second Saturday of each month. 
 

Look forward to seeing each of you soon. Thanks, Lee 

Gray 

 

 
Sunday, October 16th 

following Worship 

in Broach Hall 
Menu: Fried Chicken, Macaroni and Cheese,  

Green Beans, Rolls 

Dessert provided by Sunday School classes 

Cost:  $8/adult, $5/child  
Contact Allison by Oct. 9  

for childcare reservations 
 

Please join us for our next regular Church Conference and 

lunch on October 16 after worship!   This congregational 

gathering allows opportunity to hear from Deacon Panels 

and Finance Resource Team, along with specific business 

matters of the church requiring action or approval by the 

congregation. On October 16, the congregation will 

consider a resolution adopted by the entire Deacon Board 

at their September meeting. This resolution deals with 

the potential conveyance of property to the City of 

Charlotte for the installation of a transformer necessary 

for the extension of the trolley line. The property is 980 

sq. ft. located at the back corner of the side parking lot 

next to Park Drive. At the May church conference, the 

congregation was made aware of the discussions that were 

on-going with the city about the property.  

Called to Nourish 
WOMEN of the CHURCH RETREAT 

Saturday, November 5, 2016, 9am-3pm 

Leaders: Sara Vavra and Lia Benton 

Location: Bragg Farm –  

carpooling will be available 

Registration flyers available  

in the church office 
 

 

 

Women of the Church need your 

donated Birthday Cards!  Cards can 

be given to Patricia McCaskill or left 

in the church office for use in the 

Women of the Church birthday card 

ministry. Thank you! 

 

What?????? Yes! Each Sunday in October, we will be 

collecting men’s socks and underwear (new) to be 

distributed as needed to some of the men being served 

through ministries in which St. John’s is involved:  

Charlotte Rescue Mission, Hope Chapel, and Room in 

the Inn.  If you would like 

to help supply the stock of 

these needed items, please 

leave your donation in one 

of the containers which will 

be located throughout the 

church. This is just another 

way we can support the 

vital work done by these 

ministries in our 

community.   

  

Senior Adults of St. John's!   

Save the Date! 

The Senior Adult Christmas Gathering 

 is Thursday, December 1! 

11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

James Carnes, Ethel Harris - home; Teri Franklin - 

sister’s home 
 

Reach Out to our College Students (3 per week)  

Below are three of our freshman guys: 

Rep Dimo (Shorter University) 315 Shorter Ave NW, 

PO Box 1067, Rome, GA  30165; rep.dimo@ 

hawks.shorter.edu 
 

Davis Hammond (UNC) 201 Raleigh St, Room 204, 

Chapel Hill, NC  27514; dwhammond97@gmail.com 
 

Cooper Hearn (Wake Forest) PO Box 28717, 1834 

Wake Forest Rd, Winston-Salem, NC  27109; 

hearcd16@wfu.edu 
 

This Sunday, October 9 

Deacons:  David Allen, Linda Balentine, Jordan 

Benton, Lynn Bishop, Randy Brantley, Laura 

Strickland, Elma Thomas, Janet Wade, Elizabeth 

Whipple, Alice Wirz 

Tellers:  James Laney, Jim Pope 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeters: Ed Turner, Mark McNeill 
 

Giving Report: 

Week of Sept. 25-Oct. 2: $19,284 
 

Ministers on Call: 

October 3-9: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

October 10-16: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412  

 

Calendar:  October 9-15 
 

Sunday, October 9 
  8:15 ................................................................ Church Council (Conference Room) 

  9:15 ..................................................... Sunday School/Missions 101 (Classrooms) 

  9:15 .................................................. Second Sunday Young Adults (Lasater Hall) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

10:30 ...................................................................................... Godly Play (Room 221) 

11:30 .............................................................................. Youth lunch & Laser Quest 

11:45 .................................................. Ministries Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 

Monday, October 10 
10:30 ..................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 

11:45 ............................................................ Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  7:00 ........................................................................................ Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Tuesday, October 11 
  7:00 ........................................................ Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

  8:00 ................................................... Finance Resource Team (Conference Room) 

10:00 .......................................................... HeadStart parents meeting (Room 114) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  1:00 ............................................................................ Sandwich Ministry (Lounge) 

  4:45 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

  6:00 ................Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness Support Groups (Rm 114 & 116) 

  6:30 ................................................... Administrative Deacon Panel (Broach Hall) 

  7:30 ...........................................Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness Forum (Lounge) 

Wednesday, October 12 

  6:30 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  8:30 .................................................. Loaves & Fishes planning meeting (Lounge) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  1:00 ............................................................ Women of the Church Board (Lounge) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, October 13 
10:00 .....................................................................Needlework Ministry (Room 209) 

12:00 .......................... Endowment Campaign Task Force (Carmel Country Club) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................ Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Friday, October 14 
10:30 ............................................ Metrolina Assoc. for the Blind Yoga (Room 114) 

Saturday, October 15 
  7:00 .................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

 

     Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ................................ Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families .. Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ................ Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ............... Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ....................... Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Accountant ..............................Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ..................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Custodians ................................. Arwin Ali, Paul Pugh 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

The McLeod family invites our church 

family to join us on Sunday, October 23, 

from 3pm-7pm at Amos' Southend (1423 

South Tryon) for Mans' Jam, a music 

festival in honor of the late Mans McLeod. 

We will enjoy music from On the Border -

the Ultimate Eagles Tribute Band, and 

Chuck Johnson and Charlyhorse. All 

proceeds benefit the National Brain Tumor Society. 

Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased online at 

https://nbtsevents.braintumor.org/charlotte/events/mans

-jam/e90206 or at the door. We hope you will all join us 

for some fun and fellowship in support of brain cancer 

research!  

Pictorial Directory Update 

To update your St. John’s pictorial 

directory, a page of photos of our 

recent new members and a new 

address/phone directory are now 

available on the table in the church 

office. Also, if you are a recent new 

member and have not received a 

pictorial directory, please contact 

Jacquelyn in the church office for a 

free copy.  
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