
 We Gather As the People of God 
 

Introit J. Noel Lance 
 

Words of Greeting                                                      Rev. Lee Gray     

& Announcements of Church Life 

 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Noah McGuire  
 

Call to Worship                           Noah McGuire 
LEADER: We gather this morning, young and old. 
PEOPLE: We gather as the people of God. 
LEADER: We gather in the name of the Lord, to open ourselves to the Spirit 

of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: We gather as the people of God. 
ALL: As a community of disciples seeking to be faithful, we gather 

and sing praise unto Your name. 
 

*Hymn of Praise To God Be the Glory 

Chalice Hymnal No. 72  TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

 

O Lord, We Listen for the Words of Your Spirit  
 

Reading of Hebrew Bible       Psalm 23                        Samuel Bond        
 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters;  he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his 
name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the LORD my whole life long. 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral and Disciple’s Prayer              Sam Vavra                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Prayer Concerns 

Ethel Harris - Carolinas Continue CARE-Pineville; Joe Ehrenberger - Asbury 

James Carnes and Dot Propst - home 

 

Moments with                            Elizabeth Rodden, Cozette Mitchem 

the Younger Church       Lena Duke, Jacob Callaway   

 

Story of Joseph based on Genesis 37:2-8, 12-14 & 50:15-21 

                     
             Italicized text for reference only                                                                            

This is the story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and 
Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 
father.  Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the 
son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves.[a]  But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and 
could not speak peaceably to him. Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 
brothers, they hated him even more.  He said to them, “Listen to this dream that I 
dreamed.  There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood 
upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and bowed down to my sheaf.”  His 
brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed to have 
dominion over us?” So they hated him even more because of his dreams and his 
words. Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem.  And Israel 
said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will 
send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.”  So he said to him, “Go now, see if it 
is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent 
him from the valley of Hebron. 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”  So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died:  ‘This is what you are to 
say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in 
treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your 
father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. His brothers then came and threw 
themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. But Joseph said to them, 
“Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it 
for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  So then, don’t be 
afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to 
them. 

Hymn of Calling                        David Benton, Choir & Congregation 
 
 

You are salt for the earth, O people:   

Salt for the Kingdom of God! 
Share the flavor of life, O people: 
Life in the Kingdom of God! Refrain 
 

You are the light on the hill, O people: 
Light for the City of God! 
Shine so holy and bright, O people: 
Shine for the Kingdom of God! Refrain 
 

You are a seed of the word, O people: 
Bring forth the Kingdom of God! 
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, 
Grow in the Kingdom of God! Refrain 
 

Congregational Refrain on next panel 
 
 

 

 

 
 

We are Blessed to Be a Blessing 
 

SERMON Kirby Bragg 
To Whom Much is Given, Much is Required                                                        

 

Song of Response    Youth Choir  
Help Somebody                                                                              Susan Werner 

Soloists: David Benton, Aluel Nyuon 
 

I got plenty and then some what do I do? I go out and help somebody 

get plenty and then some, too. I got a roof over my head what do I do? I go 
out and help somebody get a roof over their head, too. I got supper on the 
table what do I do? I go out and help somebody get supper on the table too, 
that's what I do. Cause I got it to give, I got it to give, and when you got 
enough to give away well it's the only way to live. I’m going to heaven what do 
I do? I go out and help somebody get to heaven, too. 

 

SERMON Trey Spence  
God Working Through Difficult Circumstances 

 

Song of Response    Youth Ensemble 
True Colors                                                                              Susan Werner 

Soloists: David Benton, Aluel Nyuon, Julie Frespech, Scarlett Goodson,  
Dancers: Nora Frances Benton, Emma Matthews 

 

You with the sad eyes don't be discouraged Oh I realize it's hard to take 

courage In a world full of people you can lose sight of it all 
And the darkness inside you can make you feel so small But I see your true 
colors shining through I see your true colors and that's why I love you 
so don't be afraid to let them show your true colors true colors are beautiful, 
like a rainbow. Show me a smile then, don't be unhappy, can't remember 
When I last saw you laughing if this world makes you crazy and you've taken all 
you can bear you call me up because you know I'll be there. But I see your true 
colors shining through. I see your true colors and that's why I love you 
so don't be afraid to let them show your true colors 
true colors are beautiful, like a rainbow 
 

*Hymn of Commitment             Be Thou My Vision 
Chalice Hymnal No. 595, verses, 1, 2 & 4                           SLANE  

 

Offertory Prayer Joshua Sealey 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1087a


 

 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

Offertory J. Noel Lance 
 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 

Youth Signing of the Bible 

 

*Celebrations of the Community     Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD          
 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH          

 

*Postlude  J. Noel Lance 
 

* Invites the congregation to stand 
 

Sanctuary Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Steve Taylor by his family 
 

Copies of Worship Bulletins and Sermon Manuscripts are available at www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org. 
 
 

Announcements 

 
Souper Bowl of Caring 

At the end of today’s service our youth will be collecting for this year’s Souper 
Bowl of Caring to benefit to the Urban Ministry Center. The Urban Ministry 
Center is the only soup kitchen in Charlotte that is open 365 days a year. It serves 
over 100,000 meals a year.  

  

Loaves and Fishes 
We need everyone’s help for the Loaves & Fishes Food Drive during the month of 
February as we partner with the pantry at Sugaw Creek Presbyterian Church. Look 
for special grocery bags and the collection carts in the Broach Hall and Main 
Entrance lobbies.   

 

Heritage Sunday - March 19 
"Celebrating the Music Heritage of St. John's - Telling Our Story One Note at a Time.” Mark 
your calendar for a celebration during worship followed by reception. 

 

Youth Mission Auction - March 26 
This auction will help support four mission trips - 2 middle school local mission 
trips, 1 high school mission trip to New York City, and 1 Habitat build. Please 
make plans to attend and bid generously. If you have an item that you are able to 
donate to this auction, contact Lia Benton at liabenton@outlook.com or Kim Ray 
at kim.ray14@gmail.com.   

 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 Today - Super Bowl Party at the Spence home at 5:00 pm  

 February 10-12 – Youth Ski Trip to Snowshoe   

 February 19 - Fun Outing Sunday - Middle School Youth will go Sky High 
after worship; High School Youth will participate in Exit Strategy that evening. 

 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 
 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428  -  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

February 12 - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany/Communion 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Sermon:  Can You Know God’s Will for You? 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-9 & 1 Corinthians 2:1-3:7 

 

This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, Feb. 5   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 11:30 am Joy Class luncheon (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm Youth Super Bowl Party (Spence home) 
Monday, Feb. 6 10:30 am Staff meetings (Conference Room) 
 11:45 am Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
 12:00 pm Endowment Task Force (Lounge) 
   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, Feb. 7   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
 10:00 am HeadStart parents meeting (Room 114) 
 11:00 am Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 
   4:45 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   5:15 pm Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Lasater Hall) 
   6:00 pm CROP Recognition Dinner (Broach Hall) 
Wednesday, Feb. 8   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
   7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, Feb. 9 10:00 am Needlework Ministry (Room 209) 
   4:45 pm Queen City Unlimited (Gym) 
   6:00 pm Zumba (Lasater Hall) 
Friday, Feb. 10   5:00 pm Room in the Inn (Lounge, Gym) 
   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, Feb. 11   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 10:00 am Basketball games (Gym/Lounge) 
 10:00 am  Communion Task Force (Conference Room) 

 

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call 
the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on 
the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy 
to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out 
more information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. 
John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister .....................................................................................Dr. Dennis W. Foust 
Associate Minister ................................................................................. Rev. Martha Kearse 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ..................................................... James Lee, Herman Manning, Chris Mullis 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 

71st Annual 

Youth Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, February 5, 2017 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/
http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

