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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday,  

April 16 
Resurrection of Our Lord 

  

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

  

Sermon: 

Enduring Influence 
   

Scripture: 

John 13:33-14:11 

 

Maundy Thursday - April 13 - 7:30 pm 
 The Seven Last Words To and From The Cross  

 Remembrance and Communion 
 

Good Friday - April 14 - 12-3 & 5-7 pm 
 Reflective activities in Broach Hall  
 

Easter - April 16 - Worship at 10:30 am  
 

 

 

Sunrise Service with Center City churches 

Romare Bearden Park at 6:30 am 
 

Seating provided. All are welcome! Free parking in the 

First Presbyterian Church lot at the corner of Poplar and 

Trade streets. The park is a two-block walk and a shuttle 

service will be provided for those who wish to use it. 

Following the service, light refreshments and coffee will be 

served at First Presbyterian Church. In the event of rain, 

the service will move to the fellowship hall at First 

Presbyterian Church, 200 W. Trade Street. 
 

   
 

 

 

MT25 Launches 

April 30 
 

 

What does it mean to be called to serve? MT 25 seeks to 

help us answer our calling, not with MORE service, but 

with MORE FOCUS, MORE DEPTH and MORE 

MEANING. 
 

Between now and April 30th, ask yourself these 3 questions: 
 

1. What CALLS me? In what mission would I like to immerse myself, to give 

something genuine of myself? How would I like to be the hands of God in 

the world? 

2. What WEARS on me? To which missions do I need to say NO so that my 

energy is not dissipated into actions which do not feed my spirit and are 

not in keeping with my calling? 

3. What small missions can I keep because they do not tire me, but 

contribute, in small ways, to the work of the church and to my spiritual 

well-being? 
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WHY DID THEY WANT JESUS DEAD? 
 

The Gospel of John is divided into 21 chapters and 879 

verses. The last 11 chapters and 400 verses of John’s 

Gospel cover the timeline from Jesus’ raising Lazarus 

back to life through the post-resurrection appearances of 

Jesus.  We are not given an exact timeline as to how 

many days are encompassed by these stories. Yet, we are 

told of some significant subplots in John’s account. (Keep 

in mind this Gospel was compiled between the years 90 

and 110, providing ample time for a story line to develop 

to answer questions like, ‘Why did they want Jesus dead’ 

or ‘what precipitated his death?’) 

 

After Jesus calls forth Lazarus from the tomb in John 

11:43-44, we are told, “Many who had come with Mary 

and had seen what Jesus did, believed in Jesus. But some 

of them went to the Pharisees and told them what he had 

done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees called a 

meeting of the council and said, ‘What are we going to do? 

This man is performing many signs. If we let him go on 

like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 

will come and destroy both our holy place and our nation’ 

(45-48). Verses 49-52 tell how Caiaphas, the high priest, 

offered a plan of action. Verse 53 announces, “So from 

that day on they planned to put Jesus to death.”  

 

Verse 54 informs us that Jesus must have learned of 

their plans for he went into hiding: “Jesus therefore no 

longer walked about openly among the Jews, but went 

from there to a town called Ephraim in the region near 

the wilderness; and he remained there with his disciples.” 

Most likely, Jesus stayed in the wilderness region from 

the winter (see 10:22) until the time before the weeklong 

Passover Festival in springtime. Verses 11:55-57 tell us 

what was going on in Jerusalem as Passover approached.  

 

When Jesus emerged from the wilderness region, his first 

appearance is back in Bethany in the “home of Lazarus” 

(12:1) for a dinner in his honor. That evening, Mary, the 

sister of Lazarus, anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive 

perfume using her hair as a towel. Judas Iscariot was 

incensed over what he determined to be wasteful. He 

offered a platform speech suggesting the perfume, worth 

300 times a daily wage, should have been sold and the 

money given to the poor. Jesus publicly disagreed with 

Judas. Word spread that Jesus was in Bethany with 

Lazarus. We learn in 12:10, “So, the chief priests planned 

to put Lazarus to death as well since it was on account of 

him that many of the Jews were deserting and were 

believing in Jesus.”   

 

Beloved, since that day, there has been a continuous 

effort to silence Jesus and all those he has brought to life. 

Like Lazarus, you are living evidence of the resurrection! 

And light continues to dispel darkness! 
 

Shalom, 

Dennis  

From Martha 
It is Holy Week, and we hope that you have time this 

week for quiet meditation on the meaning of our highest 

holy days. We invite you to join us Friday, April 14, 

from 12-3 and 5-7 pm in Broach Hall for meditative 

experiences for Good Friday. Everyone is welcome, so feel 

free to invite friends. 
 

Next week, I will leave to visit my daughter, Mattie, in 

France—I will be out of the office from April 17-28. I 

might be able to check emails, but all my replies will be 

in French. Enjoy your weeks!  
 

Youth News from Lee 
 April 16 – No evening activities - Easter. There will 

be Sunday School. 

 The last discipleship class will be on Sunday, 

April 23, at 9:00 am in the church lounge. The 

class and sponsors will also be recognized in the 

worship service that morning.  

 April 23, 30 & May 7 – Regular Evening Schedule 

5:00-7:30 pm 

 May 14 – Mother’s Day – no evening activities 

 May 21 – Youth Banquet (last Sunday until fall) 
 

Upcoming Youth Trips 

June 16-24 – High School Mission Trip to NYC  

July 17–22 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp 

August 5-8 – Middle School Local Mission Trip  
 

From Allison 

Nursery/2s: This 

class will be cared 

for in their room 

for Formation 

Hour and 

Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The 

PreK/K class will 

remain in their 

classroom for 

Formation Hour 

and Worship 

Hour as they learn about Easter, make some art, and 

play together.  

Grades 1-5:  We will gather in Broach Hall for a special, 

interactive Easter Sunday School time. We will 

experience stations that will help us remember the 

Easter Story, and then we'll have time for creating our 

own art. There will be no Music on Easter. Children will 

join their families for worship.   
 

Maundy Thursday 

Join us on April 13 at 7:30 pm for a meaningful service 

where we remember Jesus' last meal with his friends and 

the last words spoken to and from the cross. This service 

is a great way to make Easter Sunday more meaningful 

and to help your children learn the stories of Holy Week. 
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St. John’s Second Century 

Legacy Campaign to increase 

the endowment funds will 

conclude with a celebratory 

lunch and church conference 

after worship on April 30. 

Everyone is invited to attend 

this church-wide celebration of 

legacy giving, whether or not 

you made a commitment during 

the one-year campaign. Endowment giving will continue 

to be an important emphasis as we seek to strengthen St. 

John’s ministries through additional revenue streams. 

There is no cost for the Anderson’s-catered lunch; 

however, reservations are required. Please email or call 

Jacquelyn McAbee at jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org/704-333-

5428 by April 26 to indicate number of adults and 

children under age 12. You still have time to participate 

in the campaign. Gift commitment forms are available in 

the church office or can be downloaded from St. John’s 

website. Multi-year pledges are welcome through 

December 31, 2021. To be listed as a charter contributor 

to the Second Century Legacy Campaign, please return 

your form(s) and/or gift to Sandra Rogers by April 17. 

Thank you for being part of this effort to strengthen St. 

John’s ministries now and for generations to come. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member! 
 

Matthew (Matt) Collins joined on Sunday, April 9, by  

profession of faith. He works for Avis Budget Group  

and resides at 2010 Simmons Street,  

Gastonia, NC  28052. 

 

VBS will be here before we know it!  
 

VBS is June 12-16 from 9 am-12 

noon each day. We have a great 

week planned! We’ll be learning the 

story of Joseph together through 

different arts. As you may know, 

most of the children who attend our 

VBS are not members of St. John’s 

or St. Martin’s. What better way to 

show families in our community 

how much we care for children at 

St. John’s than by making sure we 

are fully staffed with wonderful, caring adults for VBS? 

 

I’ve moved our volunteer sign up process online this year. 

These sign-ups are for Guild Assistants (just show up and 

help a guild leader—no preparation needed on your part), 

and greeters (a new position—responsible for welcoming 

children and families to VBS each day). You’ll have the 

ability on the Sign Up Genius to choose what job/guild 

and what time(s)/day(s) work best for you. Here’s a link to 

the online sign up: www.SignUpGenius.com/

go/20F0A4FADA62EA4FF2-2017     

 

If you have questions or need help, email me 

(abenfield@sjcharlotte.org)! Thank you for volunteering! 

VBS can’t happen without you! 

Allison 
 

 

St. John’s 101  
  

Have you ever wished you could have 

a refresher course about Baptist 

principles? What about St. John’s 

history or church organization? The 

Membership Resource Team is 

pleased to offer the St John’s 101 course to guests, 

prospective members, and current members who just 

want a refresher. The dates will be April 23 & 30 and 

May 7 & 21 during the Sunday School hour. The first 

class will meet in the Heritage Room, and all other 

classes will be held in the church lounge.   

  

 

 
Register today for a fun-filled 

evening of wreath-making with our 

own Whitney Crowder on 

Thursday, May 18, from 7-9 pm in 

the church lounge. The theme is 

Americana - Memorial Day, 4th of 

July, Labor Day, etc. Cost is $35 

per person, and checks should be 

made out to Linda Crowder. You may register through 

Linda or the church office.  

 

2017 State & Community Offering 
 

Received $675 

Goal: $5000 

  
To meet the MT 25 challenge our 2017 State and 

Community Offering will be given to:  

The Galilee Refugee Support Center  

Sewing Seeds  

Center For Community Transitions  
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Debby Benton, Byron Bullard, James Carnes, Libby 

Collier, Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, Tish 

Philemon, Dot Propst & Jack Smith - home 
 

A memorial service to celebrate the life and ministry 

of Tom Wilson is scheduled for Good Friday, April 14, 

at 11 am in the Chapel.   
 

Congratulations to Ken Sanford, who was inducted 

into the NC Media Journalism Hall of Fame on 

Friday, April 7, in Chapel Hill. In 1995, Ken was 

inducted into the Journalism Hall of Fame. They 

have now merged several Halls of Fame into one and 

included Ken in this new Hall of Fame. Ken and Judy 

attended the Gala which included previous inductees 

and new ones for this year.    
 

Sunday, April 16 

Deacons:  Pauline Carter, Ryan Crowder, Charlie 

Harper, Cathy Harsell, Tom Hearn, Scott Hicks, 

Carol & Tom Injaychock, Dale Johnson, Chuck Jones 

Tellers:  Jay Baucom, Marc Cardella 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeter: Carol & Tom Injaychock 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of April 3-9: $13,272 

Income through April 9: $225,774 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 
 

 

Calendar:  April 16-22 
 

Sunday, April 16 
  6:30 ........................................ Citywide Sunrise Service (Romare Bearden Park) 

  9:15 ............................................................................ Sunday School (Classrooms) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

Monday, April 17 
   ................................................................................................Church offices closed 

  8:00 ................................................... Finance Resource Team (Conference Room) 

  5:15 ................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  6:30 .................................................. Ministries Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 

  7:30 ......................................................................... All Deacons’ Meeting (Chapel) 

  8:00 ...................................................................................................AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, April 18 
  7:00 ........................................................ Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

11:00 ......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  4:45 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  5:30 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ....................................................................................... Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

  6:00 .............................................................................. Leadership Team (Lounge) 

  6:00 ........................................................................... Enneagram class (Room 222) 

Wednesday, April 19 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  8:00 ........................................................ Novant Super User Group (Broach Hall) 

  9:30 ............................................................................................... Yoga (Room 114) 

  5:30 ........................................................ Charlotte Family Housing (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ...................................................................................................AA (Room 114) 

  6:00 ................................................................... Membership Task Force (Lounge) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, April 20 
11:00 .................................................................................. Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 

12:30 .................................................................... Endowment Task Force (Lounge) 

12:30 ................................................. Novant Health Medical Group (Broach Hall) 

  4:00 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ....................................................................................... Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Friday, April 21 
  6:30 ............................................................... Brotherhood of the Biscuit (Lounge) 

  5:30 ........................................ Volunteers serve dinner at Uptown Men’s Shelter 

  8:00 ...................................................................................................AA (Room 114) 

Saturday, April 22 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:00 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Broach Hall) 

  9:30 ..................................................................................... Kids’ Basketball (Gym) 
   

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  
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   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

Ministers on Call: 

April 3-9: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412 

April 10-16: Martha Kearse 704-941-8446 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club 

Tuesday, April 25, at 12 noon 
 

There will be an organizational meeting 

in April in order to prepare for fall 

reading (bring your book suggestions).  

Also, the May book -- Animal, Vegetable, 

Miracle: A Year of Food Life by Barbara 

Kingsolver -- will be distributed.  

For your reading pleasure in April, you are invited to read 

one of the following books: 

A Piece of the World by Christine Baker Kline 

The Little Bookstore of Big Stone Gap by Wendy Welch 

We’ll Always Have Casablanca by Noah Isenberg 

As always, bring a sandwich and continue the fellowship 

over lunch. All men and women are invited to join!!! 

 

From March 27 to April 13, Hawthorne Lane 

between 5th Street and Park Drive will be 

closed to all traffic. This means you won't be 

able to enter the parking lot from Hawthorne 

Lane. You will need to use the entrances on 5th 

Street and Lamar Avenue to get to the parking lots.  
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