
Church Staff Page 2 

Church Conference 

State & Community Offering 

Center for Community Transition 

Upcoming Concerts 

Brotherhood of the Biscuit 

Leadership Team 

3 

Staff Listing 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Sunday Service Schedules 

Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Ministers on Call 

Women of the Church 

St. John’s 101 

Calendar 

 

4 

Inside this issue: 

Vol. 75, No. 16 - April 25, 2017  

A Servant Community: Actively Faithful, Faithfully Active 

St. John’s Baptist Church · 300 Hawthorne Lane · Charlotte, North Carolina 

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday,  

April 30 
Third Sunday of Easter 

  

Proclaimers: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  

Sermon: 

God’s Legacy and Ours 
 

Scripture: 

Joshua 4:1-7, 19-24 

 

 

St. John’s Second Century  

Legacy Campaign to increase the 

endowment funds will conclude with a 

celebratory lunch and church conference after 

worship on April 30. Hosted  

by campaign co-chairs, Kathy Bragg and 

Byron Bullard, the gathering will reflect on 

the past year’s efforts and reveal the final 

campaign commitment totals. Finance 

Resource Team Chair Russell Norris will 

provide a brief overview of how the 

endowment funds will be managed and 

applied to St. John’s ministries. The Second 

Century Legacy Campaign Task Force sincerely thanks all members and 

friends who established legacies of generosity through this one-year 

campaign. Endowment giving will continue to be an important emphasis as 

we seek to strengthen our church through additional revenue streams. 

Thank you for being part of this effort to strengthen St. John’s ministries 

now and for generations to come! 

 

 

 

MT25 Launches 

April 30 
 

 

What does it mean to be called to serve? MT 25 

seeks to help us answer our calling, not with MORE 

service, but with MORE FOCUS, MORE DEPTH 

and MORE MEANING. 
 

 

Between now and April 30th, ask yourself these 3 questions: 
 

1. What CALLS me? In what mission would I like to immerse myself, to give 

something genuine of myself? How would I like to be the hands of God in 

the world? 

2. What WEARS on me? To which missions do I need to say NO so that my 

energy is not dissipated into actions which do not feed my spirit and are 

not in keeping with my calling? 

3. What small missions can I keep because they do not tire me, but 

contribute, in small ways, to the work of the church and to my spiritual 

well-being? 



TWELVE STONES 
 

This Sunday, April 30, during our worship of The Living 

God, we will read verses from Joshua 4. It is the story of 

the Hebrew people crossing over the Jordan River and 

setting up twelve stones. Those twelve stones were to be 

“a sign.” What kind of ‘sign’ was intended -- to remind or 

to inspire?  

 

This coming Sunday, we will also celebrate our Second 

Century Legacy Campaign. For the past year, we have 

been on a journey. As we ‘cross over’ and conclude this 

campaign emphases, what are we setting up? Will these 

funds remind or inspire? 

 

This coming Sunday, we will also begin our new 

emphasis of MT25. Based on Matthew 25, we are moving 

toward each member becoming actively faithful in at 

least one area of congregational life and one area of 

community ministry. “We will be a servant church,” we 

recite in our St. John’s Church Covenant. Will these new 

involvements and renewed commitments remind or 

inspire?  

 

MINISTRY IN DAILY LIFE 

One of my primary roles, as a pastoral minister in a 

congregational context, is to equip followers of the Way of 

Jesus to be ministers in daily life. Repeatedly, I am 

amazed to learn of how your ministries in daily life bless 

persons who are burdened and oppressed. 

 

This week, I was able to sit at a table with several other 

St. Johnsians for a breakfast honoring 50 years of work 

by Legal Services of Southern Piedmont and Legal Aid 

NC. Our own Todd Stillerman is chair of the board of 

Legal Services of Southern Piedmont. Todd and other 

attorneys – several who are members of St. John’s – offer 

hours of pro bono legal services to low-income people. I 

am extremely impressed by the ways these attorneys 

express MDL – Ministry in Daily Life. Did you know 

there are approximately 10 million residents of North 

Carolina and 4 million live at or below the poverty line? 

Did you know there is 1 attorney for every 15,000 low-

income people, but one private attorney for every 442 

people? Did you know that for every dollar North 

Carolina spends on legal services, nearly ten dollars flow 

back into the state economy? Occasionally, people remark 

that we have several attorneys in the life of St. John’s. I 

am proud of the Ministry in Daily Life expressed by each 

one.  

 

Beloved, as we approach this Sunday, let us remind and 

inspire one another how our congregational worship, 

learning, hospitality, stewardship, care, witness and 

service become Ministries in Daily Life! Should we 

establish an ‘Ebenezer’? 
 

Shalom, 

Dennis  

From Martha 
This week, I am visiting my daughter, Mattie, in France—I 

will be out of the office from April 17-28. I might be able to 

check emails, but all my replies will be in French. Enjoy 

your week!  
 

Youth News from Lee 
 April 30 & May 7 – Regular Evening Schedule 5:00-7:30  

 May 14 – Mother’s Day – no evening activities 

 May 21 – Youth Banquet (last Sunday until fall) 
 

Upcoming Youth Trips 

June 16-24 – High School Mission 

Trip to NYC (Lee Gray is going up 

Mother’s Day weekend to preview and 

meet with mission partners) 

July 17–22 – Unidiversity Youth 

Summer Camp August 5-8 – Middle 

School Local Mission Trip  
 

Youth Mission Auction Update 

Earlier, it was reported that the youth 

mission auction raised in excess of 

$30,000. The final youth auction receipts 

were around $31,500. Thanks go all around  - to our 

congregation who both donated and bid, our parents & 

youth for set up and execution, Ryan Crowder, Steven Follis 

& Phil Vavra for being our auctioneers, MC Sorrell & Chuck 

Jones who prepared and donated the BarBQ, and our 

planning and leadership team headed by Kim Ray & Lia 

Benton. It was truly a successful team effort. Thanks to all 

contributed! 
 

From Allison 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they learn about 

Jesus and Thomas, make some art, and play together.  

Grades 1-3 & 4-5: In Formation Class from 9:15-10:15, this 

class will be learning about Jesus appearing to some of his 

friends on the road to Emmaus. They will join their families 

for worship. 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Have you registered for VBS yet? Do your 

children have friends who would enjoy the 

most awesome week of VBS Charlotte has 

to offer? Help us spread the word! Invite 

your friends and post it on social media! 

This year, VBS is June 12-16 from 9 am-12 

noon each day, and we'll be exploring the 

story of Joseph from the Old Testament 

through art. VBS is for children aged 4 (by June 1) - Rising 

6th Graders. To register, visit: https://stjohns-stmartins 

vbs2017.eventbrite.com  
 

To volunteer, visit the Sign Up Genius to choose what job/

guild and what time(s)/day(s) work best for you: 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0A4FADA62EA4FF2-

2017     
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 Church Conference 

Sunday, April 30 
 

A church conference will be held as part of the Endowment 

Celebration on April 30th. The congregation will be 

considering a recommendation from the Board of Deacons to 

authorize the sale of a portion of our property to the city. 

 
The Center for Community Transitions, an organization 

dedicated to helping people with criminal records navigate 

toward healthy and productive lives, will be hosting their 

annual Spring Fling on Thursday, May 11, from 6-8 pm at 

the Goodwill Opportunity Campus. The event will feature 

live jazz, free food and a silent auction. It's also a great way 

for the folks of St. John's to get to know more about the 

organization and meet some of the clients they serve. For 

more information or to RSVP for the event, contact Rachel 

Nemecek at rachel@3town.org or you can also learn more at 

MT25 on May 7th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

I am thrilled to inform you of two upcoming concerts that 

will be directed by members of the St. John’s Music team. 
 

Big Sing !  directed by James Kevin Gray 
 

If you want to hear a variety of choral music at its best, you 

won’t want to miss The Big Sing! All three Carolina Voices 

choirs (MainStage Choir, Festival  Singers, Impromptu) 

come together to present an exciting night of choral 

favorites from the worlds of pop, rock, spirituals and 

more. That means you’ll be entertained with a huge array 

of music -- from the California sounds of the Beach Boys to 

the rich, extraordinary music of composer Eric Whitacre 

and the pop stylings of Michael Jackson and more -- all on 

one stage. Creative lighting and sound will fill the 

theater. We’re sure you’ll want to sing along! 

McGlohon Theatre at Spirit Square, May 5 & 6 at 7:30 

Tickets are available at the door and at  

http://www.carolinatix.org/events/detail/the-big-sing 
 

Spring Song ! directed by Sandy Holland 
 

Please join them for their final concert of the year – Spring 

Song. It’s going to be glorious! 

St. John’s Baptist Church, May 6, 2017 at 5:00pm 
 

~ Kevin Gray 
 

 

BROTHERHOOD OF THE 

BISCUIT TRIVIA NIGHT 
 

On Thursday night, May 11, the 

Brotherhood of the Biscuit 

presents “Trivia Night” at the 

Birdsong Brewing Company!  
 

Tickets are $25 per person, a 

portion of which will go to a St. John's charity selected by 

the winning team. Tickets must be purchased in advance, 

and the deadline to reserve tickets is April 30th. To reserve 

tickets, e-mail or call Todd Stillerman at 

brotherhoodofthebiscuit@gmail.com or 704-763-6611.   

 

2017 State & Community Offering 
Received $1685 

Goal: $5000 

  
Refugee Support Services of Charlotte is one of three 

ministries selected to receive funds from St. John's 

2017 Community and State Mission Offering. This 

group collaborates with the other six refugee-serving 

agencies located in the Galilee Center on Central 

Avenue, all of which provide an array of services 

designed to foster self-sufficiency and integration into 

life in Charlotte. Refugee Support Services offers a 

variety of services including ESL classes, mentoring 

programs, cross cultural friendships, a community 

garden, and needlework groups.   

 

Two other ministries included in this year's offering 

are Seeds of Hope and Center for Community 

Transitions. For more information on any of these 

contact: Charlie Harper at 704-236-6763. 

Message from Leadership Team: 
 

Deacon Nominations: Each year, members of the congregation nominate other members of the church to serve as 

deacons. Our congregation is served by 48 active deacons each year on a three-year rotating basis with 16 deacons 

nominated annually. Please send your nominations to current chair of the deaconate Fredda Kimball 

(freddafk@aol.com) or Jacquelyn McAbee (jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org). Please remember, you MUST have the person’s 

permission before submitting their name as a candidate for deacon. Names need to be submitted no later than May 

14. Thank you. 
 

Leadership Positions: The Leadership Team is responsible for filling the leadership positions in the church, 

including Resource Team members (such as Finance, Personnel, House & Grounds, Technology), Sunday School 

teachers (adult, youth & children), and mission partner liaisons. Please contact current chair of deaconate Fredda 

Kimball (freddafk@aol.com), deacon panel chairs (Ashley Maready-Ministries; Dale Johnson-Pastoral; or Kim Ray-

Administrative), or Jacquelyn McAbee in the church office (jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org) if you are interested in working 

in a particular area of church life or have questions. 

mailto:rachel@3town.org
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Byron Bullard, James Carnes, Libby Collier, 

Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, Deacon Jones, 

Tish Philemon & Dot Propst - home 
 

Sunday, April 23 

Deacons:  Robby Ray, Ken Raynor, Shannon 

Rodden, Ellen Smith, Kathy Spence, Todd 

Stillerman, Laura Strickland, Elman Thomas, 

Janet Wade, Elizabeth Whipple 

Tellers:  Marvin Carter, Paul Lloyd 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, 

Bobbie Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & 

Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeter: Ed Turner, Mark McNeill 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of April 17-23: $21,074 

Income through April 23: $278,318 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 
 

Ministers on Call: 

April 17-23: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 

April 24-30: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234 

 
 

 

 

Calendar:  April 30 - May 6 
 

Sunday, April 30 
  9:15 .............................................................................Sunday School (Classrooms) 

  9:15 ..................................................................................... St. John’s 101 (Lounge) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

11:30  ..................... Endowment Celebration & Church Conference (Broach Hall) 

  5:00 .................................................... Sunday Night Live (Lounge/Gym/3rd Floor) 

Monday, May 1 
10:30 ................................................................... Staff meetings (Conference Room) 

11:45 ............................................................ Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, May 2 
  7:00 ........................................................ Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  4:45 ................................ Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room/Sanctuary) 

  5:30 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

  6:00 ........................................................................... Enneagram class (Room 222) 

Wednesday, May 3 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:00 ................................................ Personnel Resource Team (Conference Room) 

  6:00 .................................................................... Mission Resource Team (Lounge) 

  6:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

  6:00 .................................................................................................. Guard U (Gym) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, May 4 
  9:00 .................................................................................. Unity Coalition (Lounge) 

12:00 ....................................................................... Interiors Focus Group (Lounge) 

  4:00 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

  6:15 ..................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Sanctuary) 

Friday, May 5 
  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Saturday, May 6 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ..................................................................................... Kids’ Basketball (Gym) 

  5:00 ........................................ Young Voices of the Carolinas concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  
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   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 
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Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

 

Register today for a fun-filled 

evening of wreath-making with 

our own Whitney Crowder on 

Thursday, May 18, from 7-9 pm in 

the church lounge. The theme is 

Americana - Memorial Day, 4th of 

July, Labor Day, etc. Cost is $35 

per person, and checks should be 

made out to Linda Crowder. You may register through 

Linda or the church office.  

 

St. John’s 101  
 

Have you ever wished you could 

have a refresher course about 

Baptist principles? What about 

St. John’s history or church 

organization? The Membership 

Resource Team is pleased to offer 

the St John’s 101 course to 

guests, prospective members, and 

current members who just want a 

refresher. The classes will be held 

on April 30, May 7 & 21, and June 4 during the Sunday 

School hour in the church lounge.   


