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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday,  

May 7 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  

Proclaimers: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  

Sermon: 

Living God’s Mission 
 

Scripture: 

Genesis 12:1-3; Isaiah 49:5-7 

Matthew 25:31-35, 28:16-20 

Acts 2:44-47 

MT25 
 

Over the last few months, you have been hearing 

about a new missions emphasis called MT25.  

This coming Sunday will give you a chance to 

connect with a new way of doing missions 

through our church in meaningful, productive, 

and sustainable ways. Our covenant commits 

each of us to participate in being a Servant 

Church. MT25 challenges each of us to 

participate in at least ONE service 

opportunity within the SJ Community, and 

at least ONE service opportunity beyond St. 

John’s.  
 

Your MT25 brochure includes opportunities within the SJ Community, as well 

as the six areas of mission work beyond St. John’s, with whom you will have a 

chance to meet after worship this Sunday: 

 Hunger—McLeod/Brown SS Class Room 114 

 Education— Joy SS Class Room 220 

 Children & Families—Church Lounge (across from gym) 

 Homelessness—Parlor 

 Peacebuilding—Chapel 

 Health—Cheers SS Class Room 209 

 SJ Community— Lasater Hall 
 

During this week (and for the next few weeks), we are asking that 

1) each member prayerfully consider in which area they feel called to 

engage in mission work; 

2) each member prepare to come this Sunday ready to check in with ONE 

or more of these groups, to sign up for ONE mission activity, and to 

connect with other SJ members who would also like to be engaged in 

that work; 

3) each member begin to determine which opportunities are no longer 

fulfilling to you, which you would like to let go. 
 

As we go forward with this work, we will be inviting each of you to make 

choices which enable you to deepen your involvement in the mission effort of 

the church, and to begin to help us evaluate which missions will become 

priorities for us in the coming months and years. Instead of being ONE MORE 

THING, we hope that MT25 becomes a way of answering a specific call 

and of letting other things go, so that we can each focus on those areas of 

ministry which are most meaningful to us.  

 

 



SUCCESS TODAY,  

CHALLENGE FOR THE FUTURE 
 

Beloved, thank you for your participation in the Second 

Century Legacy Campaign. Proceeds from these 

endowment funds will serve people in far-reaching ways 

for centuries to come. The words below are from Randy 

Brantley who guided us during the Second Century 

Legacy Campaign with attentiveness to detail and an 

open spirit. On Christmas Eve, Randy’s mother passed 

on ahead of us. Even while grieving, his steadfast 

commitment to this leadership role never wavered. I 

express my deep gratitude to Randy and those who 

served with him on the task force: Co-chairs, Byron 

Bullard and Kathy Bragg; David Allen; Jay Baucom; 

Phillips Bragg; Cathy Hartsell; Carol Injaychock; James 

Laney; Carl Phillips; Meredith Sorrell and Sally Young.  
 

–  Shalom, Dennis W. Foust  

 

Nearly 100 people gathered for lunch in Broach Hall last 

Sunday to celebrate a successful 12-month endowment 

campaign. After enjoying a selection of Anderson’s 

desserts and ice cream, the group reflected on the 

church’s accomplishments and enjoyed the campaign 

video featuring images of St. John’s past and present.  
 

Co-Chair Byron Bullard, who continues to convalesce at 

home, sent his regards and congratulations. Co-Chair 

Kathy Bragg reminded the group of the campaign’s 

ambitious goal of securing 100 gift commitments—

current and estate combined—along with exceeding 

$500,000 thresholds for each fund. Per earlier 

congregational action, each fund balance must exceed 

$500,000 before spendable distributions are permitted.   
 

Kathy revealed the final results, which included 52 

current gift commitments totaling $363,705. Of this 

amount, contributors designated $184,890 for the Capital 

Needs Fund and $178,815 for the Missions & Ministries 

Fund. In addition, 27 individuals and families made 

estate gift commitments totaling $1,649,000.  

Kathy reported that the Capital Needs Fund now stands 

at $648,197, and the Missions & Ministries Fund totals 

$578,199, to which the room responded with an 

enthusiastic round of applause! 
 

Finance Resource Team Chair Russell Norris reviewed 

some of the practices governing oversight and 

administration of the funds. Russell encouraged 

attendees to keep endowment giving in mind, especially 

when experiencing a financial windfall event or when 

preparing or revising one’s estate plans.  
 

Kathy concluded by challenging the congregation  

“to reach the original $1 million per fund 

goal by the time of St. John’s centennial in 

March 2022.” Going forward, this challenge 

will be represented by the “equation” to the 

right, symbolizing two endowment funds at 

$1 million each by St. John’s 100th year.  

 

The Second Century Legacy Campaign Task Force 

thanks all who contributed to the effort over the past 12 

months and encourages everyone to create a legacy of 

generosity to strengthen the St. John’s way of being 

Christ’s church now and for generations to come.  

 

Youth News from Lee 
 May 7 – Regular Evening Schedule 5:00-7:30 - “What 

does it mean to be both a sinner and a child of God?” 

 May 14 – Mother’s Day – no evening activities 

 May 21 – Youth Banquet (last Sunday until fall)   

Youth should come dressed as their favorite movie or 

TV character. Adult drivers needed for scavenger hunt.  
 

Upcoming Youth Trips 

June 16-24 – High School Mission Trip to NYC (Lee 

Gray is going up Mother’s Day weekend to preview and 

meet with mission partners) 

July 17–22 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp 

August 5-8 – Middle School Local Mission Trip  
 

From Allison 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom 

for Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they learn 

about the shepherd who goes to find the lost sheep, make 

some art, and play together. Kindergarteners will join 

the Godly Play class during the worship hour. 

Grades 1-3: In Formation Class from 9:15-9:45, this class 

will be learning about Jesus promising to send the Holy 

Spirit to the disciples. They will have Music from 9:45-

10:15. K-2nd Grade will have Godly Play, 3rd Graders 

will join their families for worship. 

Grades 4-5: In Formation Class from 9:15-9:45, this class 

will be learning about Jesus promising to send the Holy 

Spirit to the disciples. They will have Music from 9:45-

10:15 They will join their families for worship. 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Have you registered for VBS yet? Do your children have 

friends who would enjoy the most awesome week of VBS 

Charlotte has to offer? Help us spread the word! This 

year, VBS is June 12-16 from 9 am-12 noon each day, 

and we'll be exploring the story of Joseph from the Old 

Testament through art. VBS is for children aged 4 (by 

June 1) - Rising 6th Graders. To register, visit: 

https://stjohns-stmartins vbs2017.eventbrite.com  
 

In order for VBS to happen, we need volunteers! All 

positions are no-prep--just show up ready to help out, 

have fun, and maybe even learn something! Our biggest 

need is for Guild Assistants. They assist Guild Leaders in 

activities and ensure we are meeting our Two Adult Rule. 

Guild Assistants only volunteer for 1 hour, either from 

9:30-10:30 or from 10:45-11:45. If you can help, email me 

or use our Sign Up Genius.www.SignUpGenius. 

com/go/20F0A4FADA62EA4FF2-2017    
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Mark your calendars for these  

upcoming summer events! 
 

 High School Senior Recognition/ 

 Pentecost Sunday - June 4 

 Summer Sunday School begins June 11  

 Vacation Bible School - June 12 - 16 

 High School mission trip to NYC - June 16 - 24 

 Freedom School begins June 19 

 Passport Kids camp - July 3 - 6 

 Unidiversity Camp - July 17 - 22 

 Middle School Local Mission Trip - August 5 - 8 

 Summer Sermon Series on The Ten Commandments 

for the 21wt Century 

 

Big Sing !  directed by James Kevin Gray 
 

If you want to hear a variety of choral music at its bst, 

don’t miss The Big Sing!  featuring all three Carolina 

Voices choirs (MainStage Choir, Festival  Singers, 

Impromptu). 

McGlohon Theatre at Spirit Square, May 5 & 6 at 

7:30 

Tickets are available at the door and at  

http://www.carolinatix.org/events/detail/the-big-sing 
 

Spring Song ! directed by Sandy Holland 
 

Please join them for their final concert of the year – 

Spring Song. It’s going to be glorious! 

St. John’s Baptist Church, May 6, 2017 at 5:00pm 

 

The Baptist Peace 

Fellowship of North 

America / Bautistas por la 

Paz has 50 of the "No 

matter where you are 

from, we're glad you're our 

neighbor" yard signs for 

sale and available for pick 

up at the BPFNA office. 

Signs are $20 each and 

come with a stand. The BPFNA office is located on the 

second floor of St. John's, across from the Parlor. 

Someone is usually there from 8 am - 4 pm M-F. 

2017 State & Community Offering 
Received $2145 

Goal: $5000 
 

The Galilee Refugee Support Center  

Sewing Seeds  

Center For Community Transitions  

Report from Interiors Focus Group  
 

The Interiors Focus Group, as a subcommittee of House and Grounds, has been busy this winter planning for a few 

upgrades and changes in the Church Lounge. The Church Lounge is one of the most used rooms in our church. Adults 

have many business meetings there. The Care Committee hosts lunches there for the bereaved. Room in the Inn is 

hosted there for its suppers. The youth meet there and eat there. Our sewing and needle groups have met there for 

years. It is sometimes the only room that visitors to St. Johns see. 
 

As much as this room is used, little has been done with its décor in years. Therefore, the Interiors Focus Group has 

chosen this space as one to spend some resources on for 2017. We are grateful to House and Grounds for a small 

portion of the budget to make this possible. 
 

Already the room had been painted. The gift of a leather sofa was made last year and called for rearranging the 

conversation area and the reupholstering of the old chairs. On May 8, the Lounge will be closed to activities for a week 

or so while the old carpet is removed and new vinyl flooring is installed. This flooring will have the look of wood. It 

will be easier for cleaning, given the number of meals served in the Lounge. 
 

After the floors are completed, new art work will be hung. The Focus Group has chosen several of Carl Phillips 

wonderful photos of the congregation  “in service”  and doing “mission”  for one of the walls in the Lounge. Another of 

our church artists is working on a creative piece for another wall. A table has been purchased which will be used in 

the middle of the conversation area. It is a special memorial gift made which will be announced later. And the patio 

adjacent to the Lounge is no longer being used by children’s groups for play space but will now be an extension of the 

Lounge and therefore will have new plantings and pots and adult furniture for use. Other pieces of furniture will be 

replaced as time and money permit.   
 

We hope the changes and fresh look will be welcomed and the church family will continue to enjoy this space even 

more. We apologize for any inconvenience as changes take place, and we welcome your comments.   

http://www.carolinatix.org/events/detail/the-big-sing
https://goo.gl/maps/LxaEWehXLEE2
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQzbWMxM_TAhVGeCYKHfSXA7IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myonestep.org%2Fnews-1%2Fsummeractivitiesareposted&psig=AFQjCNEIgekR3ttCPt13F7QOmhTIunfyMQ&ust=14937567940390


Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Byron Bullard, James Carnes, Libby Collier, 

Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, Deacon Jones 

& Tish Philemon - home 
 

Sunday, May 7 

Deacons:  David Allen, Linda Balentine, 

Jordan Benton, Lynn Bishop, Maggie Bond, 

Randy Brantley, Pauline Carter, Ryan 

Crowder, Cathy Hartsell, Alice Wirz 

Tellers:  James Laney, Jim Pope 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, 

Bobbie Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & 

Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeter: Ed Turner, Gail Sifford 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of April 24-30: $17,575 

Income through April 30: $295,893 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 
 

Ministers on Call: 

May 1-7: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

May 8-14: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412 

 
 

 

 

 

Calendar:  May 7-13 
 

Sunday, May 7 
  9:15 .............................................................................Sunday School (Classrooms) 

  9:15 ..................................................................................... St. John’s 101 (Lounge) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

10:30  ..................................................................................... Godly Play (Room 221) 

11:30 ...................................................................... MT25 groups (various locations) 

  5:00 .................................................... Sunday Night Live (Lounge/Gym/3rd Floor) 

Monday, May 8 
10:30 ................................................................... Staff meetings (Conference Room) 

11:45 ............................................................ Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  6:30 .............................................................. Leadership Task Force (Broach Hall)  

  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, May 9 
  7:00 ............................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lasater Hall) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  1:00 .................................................................... Sandwich Ministry (Broach Hall) 

  5:30 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

  6:00 ........................................................................... Enneagram class (Room 222) 

  6:00 ........................................................................ Midwood Square (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 .......... Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness Support Groups (Rooms 114 & 116) 

  7:30 ..................................... Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness  Forum (Room 114) 

Wednesday, May 10  
  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

  6:00 .................................................................................................. Guard U (Gym) 

  6:15 ............................. Women of the Church Board meeting (Conference Room) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, May 11 
 10:00 ................................................................... Needlework Ministry (Room 209) 

  4:00 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

  6:00 ................................................................. Brotherhood of the Biscuit (Offsite) 

Friday, May 12 
  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Saturday, May 13 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ..................................................................................... Kids’ Basketball (Gym) 
   

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  
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   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 
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Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ................................ Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families.. Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ............... Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians ... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

Register today for a fun-filled 

evening of wreath-making with 

our own Whitney Crowder on 

Thursday, May 18, from 7-9 pm in 

the church lounge (see sample at 

main entrance). The theme is 

Americana - Memorial Day, 4th of 

July, Labor Day, etc. Ask a friend 

or neighbor...men are welcome, 

too! Space is limited, so please be sure to add your name 

to the list soon. Cost is $35 per person, and checks 

should be made out to Linda Crowder. You may register 

through Linda or the church office.  

The Center for Community Transitions, an 

organization dedicated to helping people with criminal 

records navigate toward healthy and productive lives, 

will be hosting their annual Spring Fling on Thursday, 

May 11, from 6-8 pm at the Goodwill Opportunity 

Campus. The event will feature live jazz, free food and a 

silent auction. It's also a great way for the folks of St. 

John's to get to know more about the organization and 

meet some of the clients they serve. For more 

information or to RSVP for the event, contact Rachel 

Nemecek at rachel@3town.org or you can also learn more 

at MT25 on May 7th.   

mailto:rachel@3town.org

