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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday,  

May 21 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

  

Proclaimers: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  

Sermon: 

Religious Scoffers, Joiners, 

Believers, Orphans & Keepers 
 

Scripture: 

Acts 17:22-34 

Gospel of John 14:15-21 

Mark your calendars for these  

upcoming summer events! 
 

 High School Senior Recognition/ 

 Pentecost Sunday - June 4 

 Summer Sunday School begins June 11  

 Vacation Bible School - June 12 - 16 

 High School mission trip to NYC - June 16 - 24 

 Freedom School begins June 19 

 Passport Kids camp - July 3 - 6 

 Unidiversity Camp - July 17 - 22 

 Middle School Local Mission Trip - August 5 - 8 

 Summer Sermon Series on The Ten Commandments for the 21wt Century 
 

Summer Sunday School Series 2017 

“Discerning Our Call: Identity and Purpose Through a Life of Faith” 
 

Our Summer Sunday School Series begins June 11th in Lasater Hall. Any Sunday 

School class which wishes to join us for the summer is welcome to invite their 

members to come directly to Lasater each Sunday between June 11 and August 

20. Each week, we will explore one story from scripture or from church history of 

someone hearing the voice of God call them toward a sense of true identity and a 

place among the workers in the kingdom of God. We will also hear from one of our 

partner organizations about the work that they do, offering each of us a chance to 

discern, for ourselves, what call we hear God making on our own lives. Every 

lesson will be a “stand-alone” topic, so come any week you wish! Our coffee shop 

will be open this summer with pastries and other goodies available, along with our 

good Enderly Coffee. Join us this summer as we listen for the call of God!  
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 12-16 from 9 am - 12 noon 

children aged 4 (by June 1) - rising 6th Graders 
 

Did you know that 65% of the children that attend VBS do not 

attend St. John’s or St. Martin’s? VBS is the biggest event we have 

that reaches out to the children and families in our community, 

and our VBS is different from any that you’ll find in Charlotte. By 

focusing on learning and connecting to stories from the Bible through art, the 

children who come have the opportunity to engage deeply and creatively with God 

and God’s story. Children (and youth and adult volunteers) are allowed to think 

deeply about what the stories we find in the Bible teach us about God and living in 

God’s way. I hope you’ll find some way to be part of VBS this year, whether 

through volunteering, bringing your children or grandchildren, letting families 

know about this great opportunity, or by praying for our week. VBS can’t happen 

without you! Register at https://stjohns-stmartinsvbs2017.eventbrite.com. We only 

have one more volunteer spot that we need to cover! We need a Guild Assistant on 

Thursday from 9:15-10:30. If you can help, email Allison at 

abenfield@sjcharlotte.org. 

http://stjohnsbaptistchurch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf0cc80b14e38014b3656948b&id=05a70ddc48&e=6429e7d5e0
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQzbWMxM_TAhVGeCYKHfSXA7IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myonestep.org%2Fnews-1%2Fsummeractivitiesareposted&psig=AFQjCNEIgekR3ttCPt13F7QOmhTIunfyMQ&ust=14937567940390


LOVE BEYOND KNOWLEDGE 
 

“I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 

may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how 

wide, long, high, and deep is the love of Christ, and to 

know this love that surpasses knowledge.” (Ephesians 

3:17-19) 
 

When I was a boy in a small town of southern Indiana, 

Barney was my friend. Although his body was that of a 

forty-something year old man, his brain was our age. He 

rode his bicycle all over town and was a friend to 

everyone.  
 

Barney lived with his parents. They were the custodians 

at the school. He always had his transistor radio with 

him. He loved to listen to the Saint Louis Cardinals 

baseball games and the Evansville Purple Aces 

basketball games on his transistor. Despite his cognitive 

challenges, Barney’s heart couldn’t have been better. If 

an older person left Arnold’s Grocery with three of four 

heavy sacks, Barney would follow them home on his 

bicycle to carry them into their kitchen. If a farmer 

needed to stop traffic to get his big equipment across the 

highway that ran through town, Barney would stand in 

the middle of the street. If postmaster Glenn needed a 

package taken to an older couple, Barney carried it on his 

bike.  
 

As a college student, I moved back into the same small 

town and parsonage of my childhood; this time with my 

new bride and as pastor of these folks. For more than 150 

years, the people of that small Baptist church have felt 

called to help young ministers earn an income and assist 

them in completing a college degree.  
 

By 1976, Barney’s parents had died. He lived alone in a 

trailer in the middle of town. He sat on the bench outside 

Arnold’s grocery or stood inside the post office or bank 

and talked to everyone. He was no longer able to do 

everything for everyone. But he still rode his bicycle and 

listened to Jack Buck call Cardinals games. 
 

On Sundays, though, Barney liked to ring the church 

bell; he pulled that rope with gusto. When that peal rang 

across the hillsides, the village knew Barney was on the 

bell.  
 

A few years ago, when Barney passed on, someone was 

overheard to say, “I’m going to miss ‘ol Barney. There was 

a lot he couldn’t know. But you always knew that he loved 

you.” 
 

God shows up in all kinds of people. In our small village, 

love beyond knowledge was incarnated in a generous 

fellow living with cognitive disabilities. I never hear a 

church bell without thinking of my friend Barney. In 

him, God’s love was as clear as a bell. 
 

Shalom, 

Dennis  
 

From Martha 
Another word of thanks for the many cards, gifts, and 

expressions of joy you have offered me as I completed my 

degree—I am very fortunate to be with you.  

 

No Limits 

One last try to see if there is any interest in a September 

trip to Washington, DC—I would need commitments before 

June 1st. In the meantime, I am working this week to 

schedule a trip to Flat Rock Playhouse this summer, among 

other activities. Stay tuned!  
 

Youth News from Lee 
 Saturday, May 20 - Youth are 

encouraged to help out/participate 

with Drumstrong, which provides 

spiritual and financial support to 

cancer victims. Transportation will be provided from 

the church to event (in Waxhaw). The van will leave at 

1 pm and return at 4:45 pm. Come show your support 

for own Corson Hicks and others battling cancer. 

 May 21 – Youth Banquet (last Sunday until fall)   

Youth should come dressed as their favorite movie or 

TV character. Adult drivers needed for scavenger hunt.  
 

It’s time to sign up to be a VBS helper! In order to make 

VBS happen, we need you! To sign up, visit: https://

goo.gl/forms/i6jcuc4AEdJBACwz1 by May 15.  
 

Upcoming Youth Trips 

June 16-24 – High School Mission Trip to NYC  

July 17–22 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp 

August 5-8 – Middle School Local Mission Trip  
 

From Allison 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they learn about the 

Good Samaritan, make some art, and play together. 

Grades 1-3: In Worship 101 from 9:15-9:45, we will be 

learning about prayer. They will have Music from 9:45-

10:15. Children will sit together with the Worship 101 class 

during worship. 

Grades 4-5: Formation Class will be from 9:15-9:45, and 

they will be learning about the first Christians. They will 

have music from 9:45-10:15. Children will join their families 

for worship.   

 
In Mission 101, the 

1st-5th Graders 

learned about our 

Backpack Ministry to 

Highland Renaissance 

School from Jane 

Winn. They even got 

to pack a few bags 

themselves.   
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St. John’s 101  
  

Have you ever wished you could have 

a refresher course about Baptist 

principles? What about St. John’s 

history or church organization? St. 

John’s 101 classes will continue on 

May 21, June 4 and 11 during the 

Sunday School hour. This course is 

open to guests, prospective members, 

and current members who just want a refresher. Classes on 

May 21 & June 11 will meet in the church lounge, and class 

on June 4 will meet in the Heritage Room.   
  

 

From May 17 to June 30, 

Hawthorne Lane between 5th 

Street and 7th Street will be closed 

to all thru traffic. You should use 

the entrances on 5th Street and 

Lamar Avenue to get to the church 

parking lots. Please remember to 

be extra cautious in the parking 

lot--St. John's is a busy place, and 

we want everyone to stay safe 

while the traffic flow is a little 

more congested! 

 

Our church and community are filled with art! 

Opportunities this week include: 

 

 

 

 

 
The Festival Singers of Charlotte, will give a free concert at 

St. John’s on Friday, May 19, at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. 

This concert will feature music that will appear on a CD 

that they will be recording at St. John’s this summer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vox of Charlotte, will be premiering a new work by James 

Kevin Gray and Rick Bean entitled Jazz Mass this 

Saturday, May 20, at 7:30 pm at Sharon Presbyterian 

Church. This concert will also feature jazz standards sung 

by Dawn Anthony and a potpourri of favorites by Vox. This 

is a ticketed event. Visit www.voxfirebird.org for tickets 

and information. 

 

David Benton and Elise Spell will be performing in concert 

this Sunday, May 22, at 3:00 pm in the St. John’s 

sanctuary. Expect to hear many of your piano favorites! 

This is a free recital. 

2017 State & Community Offering 
Received $2760 

Goal: $5000 

The Galilee Refugee Support Center  

Sewing Seeds  

Center For Community Transitions  

Justice for All 
 

Local civil legal aid nonprofits Legal Services of Southern Piedmont (LSSP) and Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC) 

hosted their 11th annual Justice for All event on April 26 at the Westin Charlotte.  This event also marked the 

beginning of their 50th year of providing services to people lacking access to needed civil legal assistance in Charlotte 

and throughout N.C.  Todd Stillerman, President of the LSSP Board of Directors, spoke to the almost 500 attendees 

about the history of these organizations, the importance of their work and the events planned during the coming year 

to celebrate their 50-year history of providing civil legal aid for those who otherwise would not receive these services.  

Other members of St. John’s were among the attendees. 
 

Both Ken Schoor, LSSP Executive Director, and Ted Fillette, senior managing attorney at Legal Aid’s Charlotte 

office, spoke about the vital work of their organizations in assuring that the community’s most vulnerable and 

underserved people have access to the legal help they need to achieve safety, security and stability.  Fillette stated: 

“We focus on the most vital needs of folks---their personal safety, their income, health care, shelter and their right to 

remain in the United States.” Keynote speaker Toussaint Romain, a Mecklenburg County public defender, 

emphasized the impact of civil legal aid in Charlotte.  He stated that LSSP and LANC lift up our neighbors who 

struggle, helping them to reach their potential and alleviating burdens in the community.  Attendees also heard via 

video from some of the people whom the organizations helped during the past year.  Their stories are a testament to 

the mission of these organizations.  The video can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-Yj3eDWlIc. 
 

In September 2017 Heather Ziemba, immigration attorney and Program Director of the Immigrant Justice program 

of Legal Services of Southern Piedmont, will present a community educational forum on “Immigration and the 

Charlotte Community” at St. John’s.  This forum will be sponsored by the St. John’s Peacebuilding mission team.  For 

further information, contact Kim Allen (kallen1994@aol.com) or Beverly Hester (beverlyrhester@earthlink.net). 

http://www.voxfirebird.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjyIfe2uXSAhVk7YMKHdjeC5cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hlumc.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNHZR1dMoqgRGrZWzUm-MIRnmw8YpQ&ust=1490120750467729
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-Yj3eDWlIc


Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Jim Austin - Westminster Towers Rehab, Rock 

Hill; Byron Bullard, James Carnes, Libby 

Collier, Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, Deacon 

Jones & Tish Philemon - home 

 

Sympathy to the family of Virginia Caldwell, a 

long-time member of St. John's who passed 

away on Friday, May 12.  

 

Sunday, May 21 

Deacons:  Cindy McIntyre, Mark McNeill, 

Tricia Miller, Melissa Millette, Morgan 

Newman, Russell Norris, Kim & Robby Ray, 

Ken Raynor, Shannon Rodden 

Tellers:  Jay Baucom, Marc Cardella 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, 

Bobbie Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & 

Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeter: Ed Turner, Bobby Furr 

 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of May 8-14: $44,879 

Income through May 14: $362,772 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 

 

Ministers on Call: 

May 15-21: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 

May 22-28: Martha Kearse 704-941-8446 

 

Calendar:  May 21-27 
 

Sunday, May 21 

  9:15 ....................................................... Sunday School/Worship 101(Classrooms) 

  9:15 ..................................................................................... St. John’s 101 (Lounge) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

  3:00 .................................................................................. Piano recital (Sanctuary) 

  5:00 ........................................................................... Youth banquet (Broach Hall) 

Monday, May 22 
10:30 ................................................................... Staff meetings (Conference Room) 

11:00 ....................................................... HeadStart closing program (Broach Hall) 

  5:15 .................................................................................... Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  6:30 .............................................................. Leadership Task Force (Broach Hall)  

  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, May 23 
  7:00 ............................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lasater Hall) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

12:00 ................................................ Terrific Tuesday Book Club (Library/Lounge) 

  4:45 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  5:30 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Wednesday, May 24 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

  6:00 .................................................................................................. Guard U (Gym) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, May 25 
11:00 ......................................................................................... Craft Class (Lounge) 

  4:00 .................................................................. Queen City Unlimited AAU (Gym) 

  6:00 ........................................................................................Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Friday, May 26 
  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Saturday, May 27 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

10:00 ................................................... Communion Task Force (Conference Room) 
   

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club 

Tuesday, May 23,  

12 noon in the library 
 

This month’s book:  

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle 

by Barbara Kingsolver 
 

If you would like to join the discussion 

this month, contact Betty Harkey for 

an extra copy of the book. 
 

Bring a sandwich and continue the fellowship over 

lunch. Men and women are welcome! 

 

 

During June, July and 

August, the Reading 

Between the Lines Bible 

Study group will be 

meeting on the second and 

fourth Tuesdays of the 

month. Dates listed below: 
 

  June 13 and June 27 

  July 11 and July 25 

  August 8 and August 22 
 

Our weekly meetings (each Tuesday at 11:00 am) will 

continue through May 30. After the summer schedule we 

will resume WEEKLY meetings on Tuesday, September 5. 

Come “try us out” now and during the summer! 
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