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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday,  

June 11 
Holy Trinity Sunday 

  

Proclaimers: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  

Sermon Series: 

Ten Commandments for the 

Twenty-First Century:  

The Calling of Wisdom 
 

Sermon: 

Making Common Sense  

More Common 
 

Scripture: 

Proverbs 8:1-36 

Vacation Bible School 

June 12-16 from 9 am - 12 noon 

Ages 4 (by June 1) - rising 6th Graders 
 

VBS is the biggest event we have that reaches out to 

the children and families in our community, and our 

VBS is different from any that you’ll find in 

Charlotte. This year, we'll be exploring the story of 

Joseph from the Old Testament through art. By 

focusing on learning and connecting to stories from 

the Bible through art, the children who come have 

the opportunity to engage deeply and creatively with God and God’s story. 

Children (and youth and adult volunteers) are allowed to think deeply about 

what the stories we find in the Bible teach us about God and living in God’s 

way. 
 

Preparations are underway for next week, so you may find some VBS 

materials in your Sunday School classroom this week (they should be out of 

your way). Thank you for supporting and praying for our children, staff and 

volunteers during our busy week! 
 

 

 

Graduate 

Recognition 

Sunday, 

June 4 
 

 

 

 

 Reid DuFault    Wolfgang Landers  
 Son of David & Cathy DuFault     Son of Jonathan & Margaret Landers 
 Weddington High School    Homeschool 

 

College Graduates This Past Year  

Jack Allen (Dec.)  Appalachian State University 

Emily Almond  University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

Meg Bond   University of North Carolina – Greensboro 

Ashley DuFault  University of the South 

Will Godsey  University of the South 

Grace Hammond  University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

Mary Lewis  Vanderbilt University 

Jack Raynor  University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

Jamie Sherrill (Dec.) Appalachian State University 



A SUMMER OF ENRICHMENT AND RENEWAL 

 

Ah, summer; a season of ripe tomatoes, peaches, melons 

and strawberries. Ice cream is a staple in summer’s diet. 

And, during this season, some of our schedules shift into 

syncopated rhythm. On the one hand, summer is to offer 

a break from the fast-pace of life. Yet, too often, rather 

than a summer of enrichment and renewal, we fill our 

lives with so much ‘different’ that we squeeze out the core 

enrichment and renewal needed in our spirits. 

 

Let St. John’s help you experience a summer of spiritual 

enrichment and renewal during June, July and August. 

 

FIRST: Our worship will explore the theme – “Ten 

Commandments for the Twenty-First Century: The 

Calling of Wisdom.”  Times such as these remind us to 

explore the core foundations beneath all of the chaos and 

disarray claiming daily headlines. On page three, there is 

a review of the St. John’s Pulpit sermon series Dr. 

Kearse and I will offer this summer. Let us worship The 

Living God whose wisdom is revealed to us most clearly 

in the life, ministry and teachings of Jesus. 

 

SECOND: Our Sunday Morning Formation Study 

(during the 9:15 – 10:15 Sunday School Ministry hour) 

will offer an inter-generational opportunity for you to 

explore God’s Calling. What is God’s Calling? What does 

it mean to ‘Hear’ and ‘Respond’ to God’s Calling? You will 

also learn about several of our ‘Ministry Partners’ as 

members of St. John’s describe how they respond to God’s 

Calling in pathways of service. 

 

THIRD: MT25 Opportunities will continue to be 

emphasized throughout the summer as we help you find 

ways to be involved in the ministries of St. John’s that 

touch the lives of others.  

 

FOURTH: A Variety of Fellowship Opportunities 

are planned for this summer to help you enjoy existing 

friendships and meet new people. Stay alert for 

publications and announcements.  

 

AND, there are wonderful enrichment and renewal 

opportunities such as Vacation Bible School, mission 

trips, camps, softball games, etc. There is even an 

opportunity for you to travel to Mexico and participate in 

the Baptist Peace Fellowship Summer Conference (see 

page 3). Along the way, enjoy a baseball game, a day at 

the beach, drop your fishing line in the lake, read 

something that will make you laugh aloud or sit in the 

shade with a friend for storytelling. Let us be enriched 

and renewed this summer. 
 

Shalom, 

Dennis 
 

 

From Martha 
 

No Limits 
Currently, I am looking for interest and dates for a trip 

to the Levine Museum of the New South to see their  

K(No)w Justice, K(No)w Peace exhibit, which details the 

events of the Charlotte uprising last September—cost 

would be $6 for tickets to the museum, and we would get 

lunch uptown. I am also looking for interest in the CPCC 

production of “A Comedy of Tenors” (July 1-9) or “Mama 

Mia” (July 14-22). Like last year, we would grab dinner 

together here in the neighborhood, then take the trolley 

down to the theater—those with season tickets to CPCC 

theater would only pay for dinner—for those without 

season passes, the show ticket would be $18. Let me 

know what you’d like to do at mkearse@sjcharlotte.org! 

Bring friends! 
 

Youth News from Lee 
 

Upcoming Youth Trips 

• June 16-24 – High School Mission Trip to NYC - 

Meet at the airport at 7:30 am on Friday, June 26. 

$450 due to the church. 

• July 17–22 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp 

- for all youth who have completed 6th Grade (Allison 

Benfield will be our female chaperone for the week.) 

• August 5-8 – Middle School Local Mission  

(Projects with Crisis Assistance, Friendship Trays, 

Hope Chapel, Charlotte Rescue Mission and Adopt-A

-Stream.) Open to rising 6th graders. 
 

From Allison 
 

Summer Sundays 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom 

for Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they share a 

story together, make some art, and play together. 

Grades 1-5: These grades will meet together in the 1st-

3rd Grade classroom for the rest of the summer. They 

will join their families for worship.  

 

 

 

Before and after 

the lesson on 

Sunday, the boys 

were showing off 

their building 

skills with some 

impressive block 

towers.  
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Summer Worship Series 

Ten Commandments for the Twenty-First Century: 

The Calling of Wisdom 
 

We think of the Ten Commandments as foundational 

elements of our faith: written in stone, basic and 

unchanging. But, if we see them through a 21st century 

lens, how does that affect their impact on our lives? What 

does it mean to “steal” something? Does it count as 

stealing if our ancestors stole it but we still have it? How 

do we honor our parents? What if our parents aren’t 

perfect? What does a false idol look like in the 21st 

century? Does the bull on Wall St. count? The Washington 

Monument? Science? Flags?  
 

This summer in our worship, we will explore the 

commandments at the core of our faith and talk about 

what it means to try to uphold those guidelines (knowing 

we are going to fail, regularly) in the world in which we 

actually live.  
 

In addition, we will use our worship time this summer to 

explore different practices of worship—worship 

experiences that might be different than those we have 

practiced in the past, such as centering prayer, different 

musical styles, guided silence, drama, among others. 
 

Finally, we will offer opportunities for conversation and 

discussion on these issues at Hawthorne’s pizza. The 

current front-runner for a name for these conversations is 

Holy Spirits. Our first one will be next Wednesday, 

June 14th, at 6pm at Hawthorne’s Pizza.  
 

Sermon titles are not all written, but several themes will 

pervade the summer: 

1. Proverbs 8 and the feminine personification of God in 

“Wisdom” 

2. How we define God—who God is and what God does 

for us 

3. The blessings of living by these guidelines 

4. The ways these guidelines can bring us back to 

healthy living patterns 

5. The rationalities we permit ourselves that keep us 

away from healthy patterns 
 

We look forward to sharing worship with you all this 

summer. 
 

Your Ministry Staff 
 

PS—The balcony will be closed for the summer—find a 

new friend to sit with! 

 

From May 17 to June 30, Hawthorne Lane 

between 5th Street and 7th Street will be 

closed to all thru traffic. Also, be advised that 

the intersection of Hawthorne Lane and East 

7th Street will be closed from May 24 to June 

19. You should use the entrances on 5th Street and Lamar 

Avenue to get to the church parking lots. Please 

remember to be extra cautious in the parking lot! 

Summer Sunday School Series 2017 

“Discerning Our Call: Identity and Purpose 

Through a Life of Faith” 
 

This Sunday marks the beginning of our Summer 

Sunday School series, Discerning Our Call: Identity and 

Purpose Through a Life of Faith. We invite any Sunday 

School class who wishes to join us to come to Lasater 

Hall—we will begin each week at 9:30 with a lesson 

from the Bible or church history about a person hearing, 

and responding to, their call. Between 9:45 and 9:50, we 

will turn to one of our local mission partners to hear 

about their work. Each week, a representative from our 

Mission Resource Team will be available to help connect 

you, if you have not done so already, with one of our 

MT25 teams so that you can begin hearing about what 

your team is doing in the world!  
 

This week’s lesson: Samuel and the 

Definition of “Call” with Dr. Dennis 

Foust 
 

This week’s partner organization 

and speaker: Freedom School and 

Carolyn Allred, Volunteer Coordinator 

for Freedom School Charlotte 

 

 

 

 

Annual Baptist 

Peace Fellowship 

Conference  

to Gather in Mexico  

 

 

 

 

 

With eagerness during this week, we will see with the 

eyes of our hearts that another world is possible when 

we share our nakedness and clothe each other in love, 

hope, justice, and peace. BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz 

gathers, equips, and mobilizes people of faith from 

across North America and the world for the work of 

peace rooted in justice. As the largest network of Baptist 

peacemakers, BPFNA strives to support and encourage 

those in our midst in the work of building a world where 

there is peace and justice for all. BPFNA’s annual 

conference is for everyone who longs for the spirituality, 

inspiration, skills, knowledge, and community to 

support a life of peace rooted in justice. Peacemakers 

from throughout the continent will come together for a 

week of inspiration and training that will empower our 

personal and corporate work for justice. Through 

meditation, worship, music, workshops, 

intergenerational recreation, bible studies, movies, 

educational programs for all ages, and more, we’ll equip 

ourselves for the work of creating a better world. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjyIfe2uXSAhVk7YMKHdjeC5cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hlumc.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNHZR1dMoqgRGrZWzUm-MIRnmw8YpQ&ust=1490120750467729


Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Chuck Jones - Presbyterian; Ethel Harris - Mayo 

Clinic; Jim Austin, Byron Bullard, Libby Collier, 

Carmen Howard, Deacon Jones, Dana Packman, 

Tish Philemon, Carl Phillips & Elma Thomas - 

home 
 

Sunday, June 11 

Deacons:  Carol & Tom Injaychock, Dale 

Johnson, Chuck Jones, Fredda Kimball, Christa 

Lynch, Kami McGuire, Cindy McIntyre, Mark 

McNeill, Tricia Miller 

Tellers:  James Laney, Jim Pope 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeter: Ed Turner, Chuck Jones 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of May 29-June 4: $22,304 

Income through June 4: $414,560 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 

 

Ministers on Call: 

June 5-11: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234 

June 12-16:Martha Kearse 704-941-8446 

June 17-25: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 

 

Calendar:  June 11-17 
 

Sunday, June 11 

  8:15 .................................................................Church Council (Conference Room) 

  9:15 ...................................... Summer Sunday School (Lasater Hall/Classrooms) 

  9:15 .................................................................................... St. John’s 101 (Lounge) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

  2:45 .......................................................... Festival Singers’ recording (Sanctuary) 

Monday, June 12 
  8:00 ................................................... Finance Resource Team (Conference Room) 

  9:00 ....................................................................................... Vacation Bible School 

  2:00 .................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 

  6:45 .................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

  8:00 .................................................................................................. AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, June 13 
  7:00 ............................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lasater Hall) 

  9:00 ....................................................................................... Vacation Bible School 

11:00 ......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  1:00 ............................................................................ Sandwich Ministry (Lounge) 

  4:45 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  6:00 ........... Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness Support Groups (Room 114 & 116) 

  6:00 ....................................................................................... Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Wednesday, June 14 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:00 ....................................................................................... Vacation Bible School 

  9:30 ............................................................................................... Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:00 .................................................................................................. AA (Room 114) 

  6:00 ................................................................................................. Guard U (Gym) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, June 15 
  9:00 ....................................................................................... Vacation Bible School 

11:00 .................................................................................. Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 

12:30 ................................................. Novant Health Medical Group (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ....................................................................................... Zumba (Lasater Hall) 

Friday, June 16 
  6:30 ............................................................... Brotherhood of the Biscuit (Lounge) 

  9:00 ....................................................................................... Vacation Bible School 

  5:30 ........................................ Volunteers serve dinner at Uptown Men’s Shelter 

  8:00 .................................................................................................. AA (Room 114) 

Saturday, June 17 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ..................................................................................... Kids Basketball (Gym) 
 

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

2017 State & Community Offering 
Received $3190 

Goal: $5000 

 You can help to eliminate 

the workload of our custodial 

staff by making sure rooms are 

left in order after a meeting.  

Remember the old saying, “If you 

made the mess then clean-up the 

mess.”   
 

 
Friday, June 16 

Brotherhood of the Biscuit  

6:30 am (Lounge) 

This month: “State of the Biscuit” 

Email to reserve your biscuit:     

brotherhoodofthebiscuit@gmail.com  

 
 

 

Save the Date 
Women of the Church Retreat 

November 3-5 

Blowing Rock 
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