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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday, July 23 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

  

Proclaimers: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  

Sermon Series: 

Ten Commandments for the 

Twenty-First Century:  

The Calling of Wisdom 
 

Sermon: 

Choosing Life 

 

Scripture: 

Exodus 20:13,  

Matthew 5:38-48 

Church Conference/ 

Decision-Making Process to Sell Garrison Road Property 
 

In the late 1970s, the church acquired two acres of land on Garrison Road (past 

the airport) in what was then the Dixie community. The building on the 

property was used for many years as a mission/community center. Due to 

changes in the neighborhood, it ceased to be used by the neighborhood and was 

leased for a period of time by another organization. It is once again being used 

by the current and former members of the community as a meeting place. 
 

Due to the development in the area, the property is now at the intersection of I-

485 and the West Boulevard extension. It is on the edge of the proposed River 

District being developed by Lincoln Harris and Crescent Resources. 
 

For the past few months, we have been in negotiation with Lincoln Harris 

about the Garrison Road Property. They have now made an offer to purchase 

the property for $600,000. The task force appointed to negotiate the sale is in 

favor of accepting this offer. 
 

The offer has three main contingencies—1) the closing by Lincoln Harris on all 

the adjacent property in the proposed development, 2) the annexation of the 

property by the city, and 3) the approval of road plans by DOT. Due to the time 

anticipated for these actions to take place, the due diligence period is 90 days 

with a provision for 3  extensions of 120 days. The bottom line is that we do 

not expect closing until sometime next year.  
 

A vote by the congregation on this sale has been scheduled for Sunday, July 23, 

at the beginning of worship. Final talkback session is also scheduled for 

Sunday, July 23, at 9:15 am in Lasater Hall. For more information, contact 

Fredda Kimball, Chair of the Deaconate. 

 

Soundcloud 

 
Over the last few years, your SJBC staff has been in conversation about ways 

we could make worship experiences available over our website and other 

internet resources. We have now established an account with Soundcloud, a 

website which offers podcasts and access to audio files. 

We will be posting a link to the sermon and some of 

our music from the previous week's worship on 

Facebook and on our website on Soundcloud. You can 

find us at https://soundcloud.com/stjohnsbc/. We'd love 

to hear your feedback on whether you access our page, 

and what your experience of listening is--we are 

hoping this effort will make us more accessible to you 

and the friends you've always wanted to invite to St. 

John's. Happy listening! 

https://soundcloud.com/stjohnsbc/


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF THE SPIRIT 
 

Once upon a time, in the 18th century, a missionary 

was trying to convince a tribal chief of a primitive 

culture to become a “Christian.” The missionary’s 

brand of “Christianity” was legalistic; focusing more on 

obedience of The Ten Commandments than living by 

the disciplines of Jesus’ teachings and lifestyle 

practices. 

 

The chief was a very old man who was truly interested 

in the missionary’s words. He listened intently. 

Eventually, he asked, “So, you tell me that I must not 

sneak into my neighbor’s dwelling and take my 

neighbor’s food. I must not take my neighbor’s wife. I 

must not jump out from behind a tree and ambush my 

neighbor.” “That’s right,” said the missionary, “if you 

do not do those things, you are a Christian” – thinking 

he had made the sale. The chief smiled and said, “I am 

already Christian. I too old to do those things.”  

 

As we give this summer to reflecting on The Ten 

Commandments, we do well to remember these are 

more than ancient words written on stone tablets. The 

principles upon which these ten ideas are constructed 

are alive because they emanate from the Spirit of God. 

 

Some people think The Ten Commandments should be 

posted on classroom walls and in courthouses. I 

remind us of Tony Campolo’s perspective: “Are The 

Ten Commandments the very best part of biblical 

thought to be posted in public places? Why not the 

Golden Rule? Or the Beatitudes? Or the ‘two greatest 

commandments’ according to Jesus – the love of God 

and neighbor?” 

 

When we allow The Ten Commandments to be of the 

Spirit, we embrace the will of God for humanity; we 

invest our lives in practices that honor life and pursue 

the common good. We may be a long, long way from 

Mt. Sinai and we may live in a very different culture 

than a primitive tribe of the 18th century. Yet, the 

Holy Spirit of The Living God continues to speak to us 

saying, “Put ME first in your living; Avoid allowing 

material things to take the place of your spiritual life; 

Observe a day each week to order your living by MY 

ways; Honor your parents as they honor God; etc.” 

 

This Sunday, we move to the sixth commandment: 

‘Thou shall not kill.’ Consider the wisdom offered by 

the 6-year old, “Life is more than cereal.” Let us listen 

for the Voice of Spirit saying to us, ‘Choose life; 

welcome life; value life; redeem life; honor life; 

embrace life; enjoy life; and share life. We journey as 

followers of Jesus who is the way to the truth about 

life.  
 

Shalom,  

Dennis 

From Martha 
MT25 

This past Monday, the Education Team joined together to 

host the Freedom School Parent Night dinner. It was a 

great event, and we enjoyed offering the hospitality of our 

building and some good food to our friends and neighbors. 

On Wednesday of this week, Education and Children & 

Families Teams will participate in the One Great Day of 

D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything And Read) with our QC 

Family Tree Freedom School from 12:45-1:45.  
 

We are in a transition period, and won’t have our entire 

system of communication through the MT25 program up 

until the fall. With that in mind, we want to connect you 

to two opportunities coming up soon: 

1) Charlotte Family Housing (which will be under our 

Homelessness Team’s banner): Meals for the families 

during one week in September (Ken Raynor is our 

current contact). 

2) School Uniform Drive: The first of August marks the 

beginning of our uniform donation drive for A Child’s 

Place (which will be under our Children & Families 

Team). Needs are: 

• Girls khakis pants: Sizes 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18     

(Also women’s and juniors sizes 00-16) 

• Boys khakis pants: Sizes 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 

(Also men’s sizes 30, 32, 34, 36, 38) 

• Polo Shirts: ALL Sizes- (White, navy, red and black) 

• Sky blue polo shirts: Juniors M, L, XL; Men’s S, M L; 

Boys- L, XL 

• Long-sleeved polo shirts: White, navy, red and black 
 

Look for our Uniform Rack in the Main Entrance lobby 

beginning in August! 

 

Youth News from Lee 
Upcoming Youth Trip 
• July 17–22 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp 

We return to the church at 3 pm on Saturday July 22.  
• August 5-8 – Middle School Local Mission Trip 

Adults please respond to the update email sent out to 

let me know which project(s) you can help serve with 

our youth. The cost is $75 to cover the movie, 

Whitewater Center, and supplies to donate to Hope 

Chapel and Charlotte Family Housing. This trip is 

open to rising 6th graders through youth who have 

just completed 8th grade. 

 

From Allison 

Summer Sundays 
Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom 

for Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they share a 

story together, make some art, and play together. 

Grades 1-5: These grades will meet together in the 1st-

3rd Grade classroom for the rest of the summer. They will 

join their families for worship.  
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Pride Festival & Parade 

August 26-27 
 

For the last few years, we have made a practice of joining 

with our friends and neighbors around the city for 

Charlotte’s Pride Festival and Parade. We do so to be a 

visible and vocal part of the message that every person is 

created in the image of God, that equal and fair treatment 

of all people is one of our values, and that we stand for a 

theology which says “God Loves Everyone.” Our booth 

invites people to come and build something with us (the 

rainbow Lego blocks are the hook and our wonderful people 

manning the booth and sharing a word of welcome and 

invitation are the actual draw).  
 

This year, Todd Stillerman and his daughter, Mattie, are 

heading up our parade effort. Todd says, “Join St. John's at 

the 2017 Charlotte Pride Festival and Parade in 

uptown Charlotte as we celebrate and affirm our 

brothers and sisters in the LGBTQ community! The 

festival is free and is open Saturday, August 26, from 

noon-10pm and Sunday, August 27, from noon-

6pm. The parade is on Sunday, August 27, from 1-

3pm. St. John's will be participating in the festival and 

marching in the parade. If you would like to volunteer to 

help or march in the parade, or if you have questions about 

this opportunity, please see Todd Stillerman or Mattie 

Stillerman, or e-mail sjbcpride@gmail.com. Follow the 

Family News in the coming weeks for more details!” 

 

 

Summer Sunday School Series 2017 

“Discerning Our Call: Identity and Purpose 

Through a Life of Faith” 
 

Each week, we will explore one story from scripture or from 

church history, offering each of us a chance to discern what 

call we hear God making on our own lives. Every lesson will 

be a “stand-alone” topic, so come any week you wish! Our 

coffee shop will be open with pastries and 

other goodies. 
 

This week’s lesson (Sunday, July 

23):  

Finding Our Task: Jeanne D’Arc with 

Dr. Martha Kearse & Property Talkback 

Session - Fredda Kimball 

 

 

Guest Musicians 
 

St. John’s, if you enjoy artists who understand the 

meaning of sacred and worshipful, then you will not want 

to be absent from worship on Sunday, August 6th.  That 

morning Rick Bean and Dawn Anthony will be present 

with us, guiding and preparing our hearts and minds for 

the praise and worship of God during the 10:30 service. 

Some of you may have attended the recent premiere of the 

Jazz Mass written by Kevin Gray and Rick in May, where 

Dawn Anthony was the featured soloist for that premiere. 
 

Also, get to church early that day because Rick and Dawn 

will begin playing and singing around 10:45 as a musical 

countdown to worship! 

 

 

Immigration and the Charlotte Community 
An Educational Forum 

 

Monday, September 18, 2017 

6:30-8:00 pm 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
 

Join us for a forum on immigration led 

by Heather Ziemba, a Managing 

Attorney and Program Director of the 

Immigrant Justice Program of Legal 

Services of the Southern Piedmont.   

 
 

The intersection of Hawthorne Lane and 

East 7th Street has reopened, but 

Hawthorne Lane between Park Drive and 

East 7th Street will remain closed until 

October 27. You may still find it easier to 

use the parking lot entrances on 5th Street 

and Lamar Avenue. Please remember to 

be extra cautious in the parking lot! 

 

 

Holy Spirits 
 

The last opportunity for conversation and 

discussion on our summer sermon series 

at Hawthorne’s Pizza (corner of 

Hawthorne & 7th St.) is Wednesday, 

July 26 at 6 pm. 

 

 

 

Summer Softball Schedule: 

All games will be played at Providence 

Baptist Church, 4921 Randolph Road. 

Come out and support the team! 
 

Tues. 7/18 at 6 pm vs. PBC Red 

Thurs. 7/20 at 6 pm vs. Hawthorne Lane 

mailto:sjbcpride@gmail.com
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Jacob Goodson - Riley Children’s Hospital, 

Indianapolis ; Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, 

Chuck Jones, Dot Propst & Jane Starnes - home 
 

Sympathy to Bill and Minh Callaway in the 

death of Bill's father, Brantly Callaway, in 

Marietta, GA and to Haley and Jacob in the loss 

of their grandfather.   
 

Sunday, July 23 

Deacons:  David Allen, Linda Balentine, Jordan 

Benton, Lynn Bishop, Maggie Bond, Randy 

Brantley, Ryan Crowder, Robby Ray, Elizabeth 

Whipple, Alice Wirz  

Tellers:  Margaret Falls, Betsy Furr 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Main Ent. Greeter: Carol & Tom Injaychock 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of July 10-16: $44,502 

Income through July 16: $525,019 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 

Ministers on Call: 

July 17-23: Martha Kearse 704-941-8446 

July 24-30: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412 

 

Calendar:  July 23-29 
 

Sunday, July 23 

  9:15 ...... Summer Sunday School/Property Talkback (Lasater Hall/Classrooms) 

10:30 ........................................................ Worship/Church Conference (Sanctuary) 

Monday, July 24 
10:00 ................................................................... Staff meetings (Conference Room) 

10:00 .................................................................... Mental Health America (Lounge) 

  6:00 ................................................................ Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 

  6:45 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, July 25 
  8:00 ........................................................ Novant Super User Group (Broach Hall) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  6:00 ..................................................................Softball game (Providence Baptist) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

  6:00 ................................................................................ Midwood Square (Lounge) 

Wednesday, July 26 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

  6:00 ..................................................................... Holy Spirits (Hawthorne’s Pizza) 

Thursday, July 27 
10:00 ......................................................................................... Craft Class (Lounge) 

  1:30 .............................................................. Freedom School Finale (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ..................................................................Softball game (Providence Baptist) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

Friday, July 28 
  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Saturday, July 29 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ...................................................................................... Kids Basketball (Gym) 

  1:00 ........................................................................................ Hope Circle (Lounge) 
 

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

2017 State & Community Offering 
Received $4706 

Goal: $5000 

 You can assist with the “Sandwich 

Ministry” by donating cheese, bologna 

(thick sliced) or cash for the 

sandwiches.  Two hundred sandwiches 

are made each month but any 

donations (monetary or goods) will 

help defray the cost.  Please contact 

Jane Winn at bjwinn36@gmail.com if 

you are interested in helping with this giving 

opportunity.  

 

 

Women of the Church need your 

donated Birthday Cards, including 

cards for men and children! Cards can 

be given to Patricia McCaskill or left 

in the church office for use in the 

Women of the Church birthday card 

ministry. Thank you! 

 

 

Save the Dates 
9th Annual Luncheon 

September 10  

Broach Hall 
 

Retreat 

November 3-5  

Blowing Rock 
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