
 Come, All Christians, Be Committed 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

PRELUDE                                                                              J. Noel Lance  

 

Words of Greeting  

  & Announcements of Church Life     Rev. Lee Gray                                                                
 

Expression of Fellowship             Congregation 
 

Call to Worship                 Rev. Gray 

 

LEADER: Let us bow down before The Living God whose laws and teachings 
light our path as we seek to walk in God’s loving ways. 

PEOPLE: God, open our hearts and enlighten our commitments so we 
may mature in active faithfulness through obedient 
discipleship. 

LEADER: God is love; always loving us and guiding us toward freedom of 
spirit, so the deepest desires of God for us become our deepest 
desires for ourselves and for the world. 

PEOPLE: God, we need Your guidance because we become entangled 
by our lusts, mistaking those desires for what is best for us. 
We desire to be loyal to You and Your will for us. 

ALL: Renew us in this hour, as we worship You, so our identity in 
Jesus as Lord of our faith nurtures us in intimacy with You 
and in compassion toward all persons. Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Gathering Here We Gather as God’s People  
 NETTLETON 

Here we gather as God’s people with our friends from far and near; 

 let our voices sound with praises knowing Christ has called us here.  
Now we seek and greet each other, now in joy approach our friends. 
Here we mingle, bound together, as to all our love extends. 
 

God Jehovah, here we gather to commit our lives to You. 
Teach us how to love each other as Your words command us to. 
Let us never take for granted the worth You’ve placed on us. 
Rather give us eyes to see all as Your children here on earth. 

 

READING OF THE GOSPEL               Matthew 6:22-24 Deb Black 
 

 “The only source of light for the body is the eye. If you look at 

people and want to help them, you will be full of light.  But if you 
look at people in a selfish way, you will be full of darkness. And 
if the only light you have is really darkness, you have the worst 
kind of darkness. You cannot serve two masters at the same time. 
You will hate one and love the other, or you will be loyal to one 
and not care about the other. You cannot serve God and Money 
at the same time.” 

 
 LEADER:  This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Come Again to Serve the Savior, 

Tithes and Offerings with You Bring 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Dr. Foust 
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                            Chancel Choir    

In This Very Room Ron & Carol Harris 
 

*Congregational Response  

Because We Have Been Given Much SEMINARY 

Because love has been lavished so upon us, Lord, 

a wealth we know that was not meant for us to hoard, 
we shall give love to those in need, showing Your love by word and deed; 
thus shall our thanks be thanks indeed. 

 

The Church at Prayer                      Rev. Allison Benfield                                                         
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 

Prayer Concerns 

Jacob Goodson - American Family Children’s Hospital, Madison WI 

R.D. Bond – CMC; Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, Chuck Jones & Jane Starnes - home 

                                                
Hymn and Reading                    When Love Is Found 

Chalice Hymnal No. 499 O WALY WALY 
 

Verse 1. Solo Voice Wesley Watts 
Verse 2. Congregation 
 

Reading from the Gospel of John 8:2-11 Pauline Carter 
 

Verse 4. Solo Voice Wesley Watts 
Verse 5. Congregation  

 

SERMON                                                                        Rev.  Dennis W. Foust, PhD                                                                                                       
“Thou Shalt Commit Commitment” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In Compassion, God Has Given of 

God’s Love that is Divine 
 

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  Come, All Christians, Be Committed  
 BEACH SPRING 

 

Come, all Christians, be committed to the service of the Lord; 

make your lives for God more fitted, tune your hearts with one accord. 
Come into God’s courts with gladness, each their sacred vows renew, 
turn away from sin and sadness, be transformed with life anew. 
 

Of your time and talents give ye, they are gifts from God above; 
to be used by Christians freely to proclaim God’s wondrous love. 
Come again to serve the Savior, tithes and off’rings with you bring. 
In your work, with God find favor, and with joy God’s praises sing. 
 

God’s command to love each other is required of everyone; 
showing mercy to one another mirrors God’s redemptive plan. 
In compassion God has given of God’s love that is divine; 
on the cross sins were forgiven; joy and peace are fully thine. 

 

*CELEBRATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Foust 
 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                    J. Noel Lance 
 

*Invites the congregation to stand. 
 

Copies of worship bulletins and sermon manuscripts are available on the St. John’s 
website: www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
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Announcements 

 
St. John’s Pulpit Summer Series 

Ten Commandments for the Twenty-First Century: The Calling of Wisdom 
 

August 13 Southern Gentle Lady, Be Good - Martha Kearse 
 9th Commandment: False Witness 
August 20 Craving Simplicity - Dennis Foust 
 10th Commandment: Covet 
August 27 Our Sweet Husband - Martha Kearse 
 Love the Lord with heart, soul, mind & strength 
Sept. 3  Labor of Love - Dennis Foust 
 Love One Another 

 

Discerning Our Call: Identity and Purpose Through a Life of Faith 
Next Sunday: Answering the Why: Holiness/NAMI – Carolyn Robinson 
Our Summer Sunday School Series runs through August 20 in Lasater Hall. Each 
week, we will explore one story from scripture or from church history and hear from 
one of our partner organizations about the work that they do, offering each of us a 
chance to discern, for ourselves, what call we hear God making on our own lives. 
Every lesson will be a “stand-alone” topic, so come any week you wish! Our coffee 
shop will be open this summer with pastries and other goodies available. 

 

Guest Musicians 
Next Sunday, August 6, Rick Bean and Dawn Anthony will be present with us, 
guiding and preparing our hearts and minds for the praise and worship of God during 
the 10:30 service. Some of you may have attended the recent premiere of the Jazz 
Mass written by Kevin Gray and Rick in May, where Dawn Anthony was the featured 
soloist for that premiere. Be sure and get to church early because Rick and Dawn will 
begin playing and singing around 9:45 am as a musical countdown to worship! 

 

Building Sabbath 
Our annual “building sabbath” is scheduled for the weeks of August 7-11 (first 
floor/outside) and August 14-18 (second & third floors). This is a time when most 
weekday and evening meetings at the church are cancelled or rescheduled so that 
needed maintenance can be done. Some entrances may be closed for a few hours or 
more. If you come to the church that week, you may be directed to use an alternate 
entrance into the church.  Thank you for being flexible during this time! 

 

Soundcloud 
Over the last few years, your SJBC staff has been in conversation about ways we 
could make worship experiences available over our website and other internet 
resources. We have now established an account with Soundcloud, a website which 
offers podcasts and access to audio files. We will be posting a link to the sermon and 
some of our music from the previous week's worship on Facebook and on our 
website on Soundcloud. You can find us at https://soundcloud.com/stjohnsbc/.  

 

Charlotte Pride Festival & Parade 
Join St. John's at the 2017 Charlotte Pride Festival and Parade in uptown Charlotte 
as we celebrate and affirm our brothers and sisters in the LGBTQ community! The 
festival is free and is open Saturday, August 26, from noon-10 pm and Sunday, 
August 27, from noon-6 pm. The parade is on Sunday, August 27, from 1-3pm. St. 
John's will be participating in the festival and marching in the parade. If you would 
like to volunteer to help or march in the parade, or if you have questions about this 
opportunity, see Todd or Mattie Stillerman, or e-mail sjbcpride@gmail.com. Follow 
the Family News in the coming weeks for more details! 

 

2017 State & Community Offering 
Received $4756 - Goal: $5000 
Our 2017 State and Community Offering will be given to the Galilee Refugee 
Support Center, Sowing Seeds, and Center for Community Transitions.  

 

Immigration and the Charlotte Community - An Educational Forum 
Monday, September 18, from 6:30-8:00 pm. Join us for a forum on immigration 
to discuss the critical issues facing the immigrant community today led by Legal 
Services of the Southern Piedmont. 

 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 
The St. John’s Pulpit 

August 6 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost/Communion 
Proclaimer: Rev. Martha D. Kearse, DMin 

Sermon:  Thief 
Scripture:  Exodus 20:15; Malachi 3:8-10; Psalm 24 

 
This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, July 30   9:15 am Summer Sunday School (Lasater Hall/Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship/Church Conference (Sanctuary) 
Monday, July 31 10:30 am Staff meetings (Conference Room) 
   6:45 pm Zumba (Gym) 

   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, August 1   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 
Wednesday, August 2   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
 11:00 am CROP (Lounge) 

   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Thursday, August 3   9:00 am Unity Coalition (Lounge) 

   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 

Friday, August 4   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, August 5   7:00 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:30 am Kids Basketball (Gym) 
 10:00 am Communion Task Force (Conference Room) 

 
Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back of 
the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you 
and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding 

the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister .................................................................... Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ............................................................ James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 

 

 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 

 
 

Exodus 20:14 
 

You Shall Not Commit Adultery  
                             

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, July 3o, 2017 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 
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