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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday, September 3 
Thirteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
  

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  

Sermon Series: 

Ten Commandments for the 

Twenty-First Century:  

The Calling of Wisdom 
 

Sermon: 

Labor of Love 

 

Scripture: 
1 John 4:7-21 

The following were elected on Sunday, September 27, to serve as Deacons  

for three years beginning this fall, and Randy Brantley has been elected  

to serve as Chair of the Diaconate for the coming year. 
 

Pastoral Deacon Panel 

Tom Blackmon, Bert Green, Jeff LeVie, Kathy Mahnesmith, 

Jane Newman, Gail Sifford, Henry Snyder, Laura Sorrell, 

Anna Lynn Kearse (1-year term) 
 

Ministries Deacon Panel 

Minh Callaway, Judy Godsey, Anne Sutton,  

Lindsay Wilson, Stan Brown (1-year term) 
 

Administrative Deacon Panel 

Jason Benton, Leslie Bragg, Teri Franklin, Chuck Howard 
 

Deacon Ordination and Installation will be on Sunday, September 10,  

during the morning worship service. The following will be ordained as  

new deacons: Judy Godsey, Chuck Howard, Jeff LeVie, Gail Sifford,  

Laura Sorrell and Lindsay Wilson. 
 

The first All Deacons’ Meeting will be held on Monday,  

September 25, at 7:00 pm in Broach Hall. 

 

 

Ninth Annual Luncheon  
  September 10, 11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  

 

RSVP to reserve your place by responding to your 

evite or calling Jacquelyn in the church office at 

704.333.5428.  
 

Vegetarian Option: Please indicate with your acceptance  

if you would prefer the vegetarian option. 
 

Childcare: Make a note with your acceptance that you need child care, with 

names and ages of children. Please pack a lunch for your child(ren). You may 

refrigerate the lunch Sunday morning in the Broach Hall Kitchen.  
 

Cost of the luncheon is $10 at the door, cash or check  

made payable to St. John's Baptist Church.  
 

Come and bring a daughter, mother, sister, aunt, friend! If you do bring a 

guest, please let us know so we can have a name tag for them!   
 

We look forward to seeing you there!  



ANOTHER GOOD CHURCH YEAR LIES AHEAD: 
THE WHEELS ON THE SJ BUS GO ROUND & ROUND 
 

Let me describe some of what I see through the windshield of 

our St. John’s bus. As the senior minister, one of my roles is 

to pay attention to the people on the bus: needs, desires, 

crises, communications, relationships, groups, etc. Another 

role is to pay attention to the gauges, dials, lights and 

settings on the dashboard; each tells me something about 

leadership, staff, commitments, goals, speed, direction, 

progress, interests, perspectives, resources, temperature, 

facilities, etc. Another role is listening to the engine while 

keeping an ear tuned for unique sounds in the primary 

systems that make the bus run well: worship, congregational 

care, learning/disciple-making, witness/hospitality/outreach, 

stewardship, mission, etc. Another role is to keep us in the 

lane in which we seek to travel as we discern and follow God 

on mission together. Another role is to be attentive to the flow 

of traffic in other lanes, those who are on the road with us 

and the changing scenery along our journey. All the while – I 

am looking through the windshield – preparing us for what 

lies ahead and describing for you what I see in the future as 

we follow Jesus, Lord of our faith, who guides us along our 

way together.  
 

In this new church year of 2017-2018, I see us: 

1. Increasing St. John’s ministry impact in metro Charlotte 

and beyond with more persons involved in MT25; 

2. Deepening relationships among us as we continue to 

nurture a healthy and vital faith community; 

3. Increasing effectiveness in communicating our message 

to others who need a church like St. John’s; 

4. Involving more persons of each generation in worship 

planning and worship leadership; 

5. Facilitating faith-shaping & life-transforming experiences 

among our children and youth and their families; 

6. Expanding our consciousness and activity in hospitality, 

outreach and assimilation of guests and new members; 

7. Developing new relational connections for our young 

adults and expanding intergenerational opportunities; 

8. Enhancing our efforts in congregational care through the 

various ways we express compassion; 

9. Understanding more fully and identifying the strengths 

of being a 5-generation faith community;  

10. Strengthening relational bridges of peace and justice 

through Circles of Hope and other inter-racial and inter-

faith initiatives;  

11. Lifting up ‘best practices’ expressed by some of our 

Sunday School Ministry groups to strengthen others; 

12. Using our financial resources to expand existing 

ministries and facilities while also fostering new 

opportunities for service; 

13. Maturing in spiritual formation interpreting 21st century 

realities through God’s vision revealed in Jesus; 

14. Providing periodic experiences of in-depth learning for 

congregational leaders and participants; 

15. Increasing connections between the people and ministries 

of St. John’s with folks outside St. John’s; and 

16. Preparing for the new growth and culture which will be 

emerging in Elizabeth in the coming decades. 
 

I see more through the windshield; but it is time for a rest 

stop. ~ Shalom, Dennis 

From Martha 
9.24/MT25 
MT25 is about a mature faith. What do we mean by that? 

First, it is not an accusation of immaturity; it is a call to 

recognize maturity in faith. As adults, we understand that 

maturity means: 

1) We decide what it is that we commit to do. 

2) Once we have decided what we will commit to do, we 

actually do what we have committed to do. 

3) No one else can comment or judge us on what we have 

decided is right for us to do.  

4) We do not do things because someone else told us we had 

to, or because someone else didn’t complete their own 

task. We are not responsible for the commitments of 

other adults, except that we are in community and 

cooperate with each other to get things done. 

5) We understand that some things just need doing—not 

everything is about a beautiful sense of call—some part of 

fulfilling our commitment is supporting the system. 

6) Even in supporting the system, though, we are capable of 

deciding for ourselves what we can and cannot do. 
 

The words of our covenant, “We will be a servant church,” 

mark the adult decision by those who are part of St. John’s to 

be doing active work in the world. MT25 does not seek to 

convince anyone to do service work: MT25 assumes that 

those at St. John’s have already made that agreement. MT25 

is simply a way to organize work that we are already doing, 

or work we would like to do, in such a way that: 

• Opportunities for service are communicated more clearly; 

• Our people are given more chances to work together in 

community, supporting, encouraging, and enjoying each 

other; 

• The people of St. John’s are doing the work they truly feel 

called to do, and they work together to decide what that 

service work is, instead of filling spaces on projects 

decided by someone else. 
 

Some of you will continue doing what you have been doing—

you will receive communications differently, but otherwise 

your work will not change all that much (except that, 

hopefully, you will have more friends helping you!). Some of 

you will find new ways you would like to connect—new 

organizations or events or people with whom you would like 

to work.  
 

Put September 24th on your calendar—be ready to 

connect with your team and answer your call!  

 

From Allison 

This Sunday 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they share a story 

together, make some art, and play together. This week, they'll 

be learning about how God created everything. 

Grades 1-5: Formation Classes will meet from 9:15-10:15. 

They'll be learning the story of how Moses was saved by 

Pharaoh's daughter. They will join their families for worship.  
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2017 Charlotte 

Pride Festival 

and Parade 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immigration and the Charlotte Community 
An Educational Forum 

 

Monday, September 18, 2017 

6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Join us for a forum on immigration led by Maureen Abell of 

the Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy (formerly Legal 

Services of the Southern Piedmont). Maureen will discuss 

the current options available for immigrants, the critical 

issues facing the immigrant community, and 

how things have changed for immigrants 

under the new administration. We will hear 

personal stories of immigrants, learn about 

the work the Charlotte Center and begin 

discerning what we can do to support our 

neighbors who are immigrants. Light 

refreshments and drinks will be provided. 

Youth Kick-off 
 

On Sunday, September 10, we will have a youth and 

parent meeting from 5:00 - 7:00 pm in Broach Hall to kick 

off the Sunday evening youth schedule. At this meeting, 

we will cover the fall emphasis for the Sunday night 

program and also introduce a new way that we will do 

youth choir time. The meeting will include recreation, 

dinner, a brief worship service and a time of inter-

generational discussion. Please bring $5 per person to help 

offset the cost of dinner. ~ Lee Gray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop by the church office to pick up a copy 

of September’s book Hidden Figures by 

Margot Lee Shetterly. (This New York 

Times bestseller also inspired the recent 

film.) Then join the Terrific Tuesday Book 

Club discussion on Tuesday, September 

26, at 12 noon in the church library. 

Women of the Church Retreat 

November 3 – 5, 2017 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 

 

 

 Breathe - Experience the Presence of God  
 

Led by Reverend Mandy England Cole, we will explore 

ways to connect with our Creator, highlighted with 

your choices of small group morning and afternoon 

breakout sessions: 
Body Prayer  Hiking 

Godly Play  Music 

Photography  High Ropes Courses 

Writing/Journaling    (additional charge) 

Godly Art  Mindful Shopping 
 

A $50 non-refundable deposit is required with a completed 

Registration Form no later than Sunday, September 10 (see 

brochures available this week in Sunday School rooms). Cost for 

a double room for 2 is $175 per person. 1, 3 or 4 to a room 

rates are available. Contact Teri Franklin (704-560-2945) or 

Donna Scott (919-280-9204) with any questions.  
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Byron Bullard, Bill Finger, Ethel Harris, Carmen 

Howard, Christa Lynch & Tracey Poteat  - home; 

Judy Sanford - surgery on Wed., Aug. 30 
 

Services for Marie Peacock will be held on Saturday, 

September 16, at 11:00 am in the auditorium of 

Plantation Estates (701 Plantation Estates Drive, 

Matthews) with a reception to follow in the atrium. 
 

Sunday, September 3 

Deacons:  Tricia Miller, Melissa Millette, Morgan 

Newman, Russell Norris, Kim & Robby Ray, Ken 

Raynor, Shannon Rodden, Ellen Smith, Kathy Spence 

Tellers:  Morgan Newman, Tim Gibson 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Greeters: Main-Ed Turner, Ken Hungate; 5th St.-Al & 

Treva Bridges; Broach-Jimmy Carpenter & Ed Outen; 

Elevator-Marvin Carter 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of August 21-27: $7,097 

Income through August 27: $604,190 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 

 

 
 

Ministers on Call: 

August 28-Sept. 3: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412 

September 4-10: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234 

 

Calendar:  September 3-9 
 

Sunday, September 3 

  9:15 ............................................................................ Sunday School (Classrooms) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

Monday, September 4 
 ............................................................................ Church Offices closed (Labor Day) 

  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, September 5 
  7:00 ........................................................ King’s College Orientation (Broach Hall) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  4:15 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

Wednesday, September 6 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  3:30 ............................................................................ King’s College (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ........................................................................... Queen City Diamonds (Gym) 

  6:00 .................................................................... Mission Resource Team (Lounge)  

  6:00 ....................................................................................................... AA (Lounge) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, September 7 
  9:00 ................................................................................. Unity Coalition (Lounge)) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

Friday, September 8 

  8:00 ....................................................................................................... AA (Lounge) 

Saturday, September 9 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  9:30 ..................................................................................... Girls’ basketball (Gym) 

  1:00 ........................................................................... Queen City Diamonds (Gym) 
   

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

2017 Global Mission Offering 
Received $1177 

Goal: $10,000 

  “Young Voices of the Carolinas” 

directed by Sandy Holland, meets at St. 

John’s on Monday and Tuesday nights.  

Sandy also serves as director for our 1st-

5th grade choirs. 

 

 

Note to Sunday School Classes: 
Please remember to take your used 

Sunday School literature and devotional 

materials to the Collection Room (corner 

room near Lasater Hall). These materials 

will be picked up by Tom and Martha 

Bryson to be re-used by one or more congregations who 

cannot afford to purchase new literature each quarter. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform Drive: Last chance to participate in our 

uniform donation drive for Highland Renaissance School 

(under our Children & Families Team). Needs include: 

• Girls khaki or navy pants: Sizes 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18         

• Boys khaki or navy pants: Sizes 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 

18, 20 

• Polo Shirts: ALL Sizes- (White and navy) 

• Long-sleeved polo shirts: White and navy) 
 

GREATEST NEED IS FOR SMALLER SIZES. 

Place on uniform racks in the Main Entrance lobby or 

outside sanctuary by Sunday, September 3! 
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