
We Praise You, O God  
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

PRELUDE                                                                              South Sudanese Choir  
What a Wonderful Savior is Jesus  

 

Words of Greeting Rev. Allison Benfield 

  & Announcements of Church Life                                                                           
 

Leadership Report & Election of Deacons Fredda Kimball 
 

Presentation of the Bibles Rev. Benfield 

 

Expression of Fellowship             Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Rev. Benfield  
 

Call to Worship                 Rev. Lee Gray 

 

LEADER: Lord, you have asked for us to love You. 
PEOPLE: We don’t know how to do that. 
LEADER: We are told many things about love… 
PEOPLE: And for us, it is risky and uncertain, and seldom pure in 

motive. 
LEADER: Also, loving You seems different… 
PEOPLE: You are immense, and holy, and difficult to picture. 
LEADER: Sometimes we get glimpses, and sometimes we are overwhelmed 

with love. 
MEN: Help us to love the mother that You are; 

WOMEN: Help us to love the father that You are; 

CHILDREN: Help us to love the child that You are; 
YOUTH: Help to us to love Your newness, and Your call to 

change; 
ALL: Lead us to intimacy with You. Help us to let You in, and to 

love You with all our hearts and minds and spirits. 
 

*Hymn of Praise There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

Chalice Hymnal No. 73  WELLESLEY 
 

O Love That Will Not Let Us Go 

 

READING OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE                         Ryan Crowder 
 

                                     from Song of Solomon  
 

I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. 

Like a lily among thorns is my darling among the 
young women. 

Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my 
beloved among the young men. I delight to sit in 
his shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste.  

Let him lead me to the banquet hall, and let his 
banner over me be love.  

Strengthen me with raisins, refresh me with apples, for I am faint with love.  

His left arm is under my head, and his right arm embraces me.  
 

You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart with one 
glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace.  

How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride!  How much more pleasing is your 
love than wine, and the fragrance of your perfume more than any spice! 

Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride; milk and honey are under your 
tongue. The fragrance of your garments is like the fragrance of Lebanon. 

My beloved is mine and I am his; he browses among the lilies. Until the day breaks 
and the shadows flee, turn, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or like a young stag on 
the rugged hills.  

Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my garden, that its fragrance may 
spread everywhere. Let my beloved come into his garden and taste its choice fruits. 

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as 
death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire like a mighty 
flame.  

Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away. If one were to give all 
the wealth of one’s house for love, it would be utterly scorned. 

 

Church at Prayer  Rev. Gray 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 

Prayer Concerns 
RD Bond, Byron Bullard, Bill Finger, Jacob Goodson,  

Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard, David Nixon & Tracey Poteat – home 
Sympathy to James Laney and Elizabeth Laney in the death of  

father and husband, Lemuel Laney 
 

Song of Reflection                                                           Tarsha Williams 

Conversations                      

 

How Do We LOVE God?                               Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
                                                   Rev. Benfield & Rev. Gray 
 

 
 

Songs of Reflections During Readings                                                       

 

Landslide                                                                             Jan Kerley             

 

When I’m Sixty-Four                                                                    J. Kevin Gray                     
 

You’ve Got a Friend                                                        J. Kevin Gray        

 

Where No One Stands Alone                     

 

We Are Blessed to Be a Blessing 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Dr. Kearse 
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

OFFERTORY         Chancel Choir 

  O Love            Elaine Hagenberg  
  

Oh love that wilt not let me go. I rest my weary soul in Thee. I give thee 

back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 
 

                                                 Lyrics by George Matheson 
 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*CELEBRATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Kearse 
 

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 HYMN TO JOY 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,  

well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!  
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine;  
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
 

*BENEDICTION  Dr. Kearse 
 

*SENDING FORTH IN PRAISE Tarsha Williams 

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Deacon Election 
The Deacon Election and presentation of final Leadership Report will be held this 
morning during the worship service. The Deacon Ordination and Installation will be 
on Sunday, September 10, during the morning worship service. 

 

Charlotte Pride Festival & Parade 
Join us for the Charlotte Pride Parade TODAY from 1 - 3 pm in Uptown Charlotte. 
We will gather in the parade line at 12:15 pm. The gathering place is on 9th Street 
between College and Tryon. We are in “Group 4.” You do not need a reservation – 
just come join us! 

 

Tour of Charlotte Rescue Mission 
Meet at the church at 10:15 am on August 29 to carpool to the Charlotte Rescue 
Mission for a tour led by our own Pat Culp. The tour, sponsored by the St. John’s 
Healthcare Team, concludes at noon, with optional lunch at the Mission to 
follow. The Mission, included in St. John’s annual budget, provides a vital ministry 
to people struggling with addiction or hopelessness.   

 

Women of the Church Luncheon – Sunday, September 10, at 11:45 am 
RSVP to reserve your place by responding to your evite or calling Jacquelyn in the 
church office. Come and bring a daughter, mother, sister, aunt, friend! We look 
forward to seeing you there!  

 

Women of the Church Retreat – Breathe – Experience the Presence of God 
This year’s retreat is November 3-5 at Blowing Rock Conference Center and will be 
led by Rev. Mandy England Cole, Senior Pastor of Ginter Park Baptist Church in 
Richmond. A $50 non-refundable deposit is required with a completed Registration 
Form no later than Sunday, September 10 (brochures available in Sunday School 
rooms and church office). Contact Teri Franklin (704-560-2945) or Donna Scott 
(919-280-9204) with any questions.  

 

Back to School Uniform Drive 
The first of August marked the beginning of our uniform donation drive for 
Highland Renaissance School (under our MT25 Children & Families Team). Needs 
include girls’ and boys’ khakis pants and polo shirts (sizes and details in Family 
News). Look for our Uniform Rack in the Main Entrance and outside the sanctuary. 

 

Immigration and the Charlotte Community - An Educational Forum 
Monday, September 18, from 6:30-8:00 pm - Join us for a forum on immigration led 
by Maureen Abell, Staff Attorney with the Immigrant Justice Program of Legal 
Services of the Southern Piedmont. Light refreshments and drinks will be provided. 

 

Heart Math Tutoring 
Heart Math is recruiting tutors for weekly one-hour sessions with students in grades 
1-5. Heart makes tutoring math easy by providing targeted lessons, on-site staff 
support and a choice of schools convenient to your work or home. If you have any 
interest or questions, reach out to Ken or Lucy Raynor or check out Heart Math’s 
website: http://hearttutoring.org/ 

 

MT25 
On Sunday, September 24, we will officially begin MT25 as our program for service 
here at St. John’s. On that day, we invite each person at St. John’s to pick one of our 
seven areas of service to connect with—at least for that day. After we celebrate 
worship together, then join your service team for lunch. Lunch will be free and will 
be served at different places throughout the building. Childcare will be provided by 
professional care-givers, and older children and youth will be invited to share their 
ideas first, then go to the gym for some fun inflatable play! Our meetings will finish 
by 1 pm. Put September 24th on your calendar—you will not want to miss this fun 
and exciting day! 

 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 
The St. John’s Pulpit 

September 3 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Sermon:  Labor of Love 
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21 

 
This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, August 27   9:15 am Summer Sunday School (Broach Hall/Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship/Deacon Election (Sanctuary) 

   1:00 pm Pride Parade (Uptown) 

Monday, August 28 10:30 am Staff meetings (Conference Room) 
   5:15 pm SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

   6:00 pm Joy Class (Lounge) 

   6:45 pm Zumba (Gym) 

   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, August 29   5:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 

Wed., August 30   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   4:30 pm Weekday School Open House 

   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 

   6:00 pm Queen City Diamonds (Gym) 

   7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, August 31   5:30 pm HeadStart Open House (Broach Hall) 

   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 

Friday, Sept. 1   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, Sept. 2   7:00 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:30 am Girls Basketball (Gym) 
   3:00 pm Private Event (Broach Hall) 

 
Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back of 
the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you 
and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding 

the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister .................................................................... Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ............................................................ James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 

 

 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 

 
 

 
                             

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, August 27, 2017 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 
 

http://hearttutoring.org/
http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

