
Now Thank We All Our God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

PRELUDE                                                                              J. Noel Lance  

 

Words of Greeting  

  & Announcements of Church Life     J. Kevin Gray 

 

Call to Service Mattie & Todd Stillerman 
 

Expression of Fellowship             Congregation 
 

Call to Worship                 J. Kevin Gray 

 

LEADER: We gather to worship The Living God who reveals God’s will for 
us. 

PEOPLE: Jesus teaches God’s will for us is that we “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God.” 

LEADER: The Living God is generous and gives to us all we need to follow 
the will of God. 

PEOPLE: We follow Jesus and have no other master; for we cannot serve 
two masters. 

ALL: God saves us from the complexity of sin by leading us on the 
pathway of simplicity. Now thank we all our God in whom the 
world rejoices! 

 

Song of Faith: J. Kevin Gray 

A Brief History of “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

 
The “Nun danket” tune, composed by Johann Crüger (1598-1662), 
first appears in 1647 in Crüger’s Praxis Pietatis Melica: Das ist Ubung 
der Gottseligkeit in Christlichen und Trostreichen Gesänägen (“Practice of 
Piety in Song:) 

Source Discipleship Ministries UMC 
 

 

 

Prayer of Submission  J. Kevin Gray 
 

*Hymn of Praise Now Thank We All Our God 

Chalice Hymnal No. 715, verses 1 & 2 NUN DANKET 
 

Speak to Us 

 

READING OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES           Rev. Martha Kearse 
 

Joel 2:21-27 
 

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD 

has done great things! Do not fear, you animals of the 
field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the 
tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full 
yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the 
LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for your 
vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing 

floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. You shall eat in 
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt 
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall 
know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there 
is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 

LEADER:  This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn of Response  Now Thank We All Our God           
 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

the Son and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven, 
the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS Rev. Allison Benfield 

 

The Church at Prayer                      Rev. Benfield 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 

Prayer Concerns 
Byron Bullard - Sardis Oaks;  

RD Bond, Bill Finger, Jacob Goodson,  
Ethel Harris, Carmen Howard & Tracey Poteat – home 

Sympathy to the family Marie Peacock and to 
Kimberly Hicks in the death of her mother, Rebecca Gulledge Corson 

  

READING FROM THE GOSPEL           Matthew 6:24-34 Kevin Turner 
 

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the 

one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. Therefore I tell 
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the 
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single 

hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we 
eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive 
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 
 

LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 

Song of Response His Eye Is on the Sparrow  
Chalice Hymnal No. 82, verse 1  SPARROW 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                 Chancel Choir 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!                              Arr. Robert Sterling  

 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

God Holds All of Us in His Hands 
 

SERMON                                                                      Dr. Foust                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
“Craving Simplicity” 

 

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 
 

 
He's got the whole world in His hands; 

He's got the whole world in His hands; 
He's got the whole world in His hands; 
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
 
He’s got my brothers and my sisters in His hands… 
 
He’s got everybody here in His hands…. 
 
 

 

 

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH Dr. Foust 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                    J. Noel Lance 

 

*Invites the congregation to stand. 
 

Copies of worship bulletins and sermon manuscripts are available on the St. John’s 
website: www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


 

Announcements 
 

Promotion Sunday – Next Sunday, August 27 
Families with children will gather in Broach Hall at 9:15 am for doughnuts and juice 
(and coffee for the grown-ups). The brand new 6th Graders will get their Bibles and 
head off to their first Sunday of Youth Sunday School, and all the other children will 
head to their new (or maybe not so new) classes to begin the Sunday School year. 
While the children are enjoying Sunday School, Allison will share our school year 
calendar and talk about the things the children will be learning this year. In worship, 
the new 2nd Graders will receive their Bibles.  

 

Deacon Election – Sunday, August 27 
The following slate of Deacons is nominated by the St. John’s Leadership Task 
Force. Each nominee will serve a 3-year term (except as noted). 
Pastoral Deacon Panel: Tom Blackmon, Bert Green, Jeff LeVie, Kathy 
Mahnesmith, Jane Newman, Gail Sifford, Henry Snyder, Laura Sorrell, Anna Lynn 
Kearse (1-year term) 
Ministries Deacon Panel: Minh Callaway, Judy Godsey, Anne Sutton, Lindsay 
Wilson, Stan Brown (1-year term) 
Administrative Deacon Panel: Jason Benton, Leslie Bragg, Teri Franklin, Chuck 
Howard 
The Deacon Election will be held on Sunday, August 27, during the morning worship 
service. Absentee ballots are now available in the church office. The Deacon 
Ordination and Installation will be on Sunday, September 10. 

 

Charlotte Pride Festival & Parade 
Join St. John's at the 2017 Charlotte Pride Festival and Parade in uptown Charlotte 
as we celebrate and affirm our brothers and sisters in the LGBTQ community! The 
festival is free and is open Saturday, August 26, from noon-10 pm and Sunday, 
August 27, from noon-6 pm. The parade is on Sunday, August 27, from 1-3pm. St. 
John's will be participating in the festival and marching in the parade. If you would 
like to volunteer to help or march in the parade, see Todd or Mattie Stillerman, or e-
mail sjbcpride@gmail.com.  

 

Tour of Charlotte Rescue Mission 
Meet at the church at 10:15 am on August 29 to carpool to the Charlotte Rescue 
Mission for a tour led by our own Pat Culp. The tour, sponsored by the St. John’s 
Healthcare Team, concludes at noon, with optional lunch at the Mission to 
follow.  The Mission, included in St. John’s annual budget, provides a vital ministry 
to people struggling with addiction or hopelessness.   

 

Women of the Church Retreat – Breathe – Experience the Presence of God 
This year’s retreat is November 3-5 at Blowing Rock Conference Center and will be 
led by Rev. Mandy England Cole, Senior Pastor of Ginter Park Baptist Church in 
Richmond. We will explore ways to connect with our Creator, including small group 
morning and afternoon breakout sessions. A $50 non-refundable deposit is required 
with a completed Registration Form no later than Sunday, September 10 (brochures 
available in Sunday School rooms and church office). Contact Teri Franklin (704-
560-2945) or Donna Scott (919-280-9204) with any questions.  

 

Back to School Uniform Drive 
The first of August marked the beginning of our uniform donation drive for 
Highland Renaissance School (under our MT25 Children & Families Team). Needs 
include girls’ and boys’ khakis pants and polo shirts (sizes and details in Family 
News). Look for our Uniform Rack in the Main Entrance and outside the sanctuary. 

 

Immigration and the Charlotte Community - An Educational Forum 
Monday, September 18, from 6:30-8:00 pm - Join us for a forum on immigration led 
by Maureen Abell, Staff Attorney with the Immigrant Justice Program of Legal 
Services of the Southern Piedmont. Maureen will discuss the current options 
available for immigrants, the critical issues facing the immigrant community, and how 
things have changed for immigrants under the new administration. We will hear 
personal stories of immigrants, learn about the work of Legal Services and begin 
discerning what we can do to support our neighbors who are immigrants.  Light 
refreshments and drinks will be provided. 

 

 Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 
The St. John’s Pulpit 

August 27 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost/Promotion Sunday 
Proclaimer: Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 

Sermon:  Our Sweet Husband 
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Song of Solomon 1; Ephesians 5:21-33 

 
This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, August 20   9:15 am Summer Sunday School (Chapel/Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 

 11:30 am MT25/SJ Community lunch & discussion (Broach Hall) 

Monday, August 21 10:30 am Staff meetings (Conference Room) 
   6:00 pm Administrative Deacon Panel (Lounge) 

   6:30 pm Women of the Church Board (Conference Room) 

   6:45 pm Zumba (Gym) 

   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, August 22 11:00 am Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 
   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 

Wed., August 23   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
 11:00 am CROP (Lounge) 

   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 

   6:00 pm Personnel Resource Team (Conference Room) 

   7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, August 24 10:00 am Craft Class (Lounge) 

   6:00 pm Zumba (Gym) 

Friday, August 25   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, August 26   7:00 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:30 am Kids Basketball (Gym) 
 11:00 am CROP (Lounge) 

 
Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back of 
the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you 
and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding 

the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister .................................................................... Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ............................................................ James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 

 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 

 
 

Exodus 20:17 
 

You Shall Not Covet 
                             

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, August 20, 2017 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 
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