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St. John’s  
at Worship 

  

Sunday, September 17 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  

Proclaimer: 

Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
  
 

Homily: 

There Goes the Judge 

 

Scripture: 
Romans 14:5-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

So, What Is MT25? 
 

When I first came to St. John’s Baptist Church in 1988, I was 

immediately attracted to the busy work of the church in the 

community. Within weeks of joining, I was a member of the Men’s 

Shelter Crew (where I met Worth and Joy Jarrett) and one of the 

Habitat Crews (where I met James Laney, Ed Whitmire, and others). 

Each had regularly scheduled service opportunities—for the shelter, 

we would meet up, go together to the shelter, and sometimes go out for a meal 

afterwards; for Habitat, we would meet for breakfast at 6:00 am, then go to the work 

site, where we worked most of the day together. Note that last word: TOGETHER.  
 

Over the years, TOGETHER has become less and less a part of how we do missions. 

First, our numbers shrank, but our tasks did not. And so we became spread very thin 

over too many service opportunities. Second, the culture changed. “Free time” is not 

as abundant as it used to be. Third, we stressed our system with a constant stream of 

needs, so that our people felt overbooked with the activities and missions they were 

doing, and guilty about the ones they could not do. The system also made it difficult 

to sign up for missions activities, as the information was constant, but not targeted. 

So, here is what MT25 hopes to do: 

1. By having members focus on a Team, receiving ONLY the ONE MONTHLY 

EMAIL FROM THAT TEAM with opportunities for service in the coming month, 

we hope to focus information and lessen the sense of being constantly barraged 

with needs. 

2. By having members join a Team, we hope to reinvigorate the communal nature of 

missions, so that people get to know each other, across generations and Sunday 

School classes. We hope that shared interests will make the mission projects 

themselves more pleasurable and rewarding for our members. 

3. By empowering Teams to make decisions together about which organizations 

they would like to work with, and which service opportunities they would like to 

take, we hope to end the top-down approach to missions and encourage a grass 

roots involvement—no one signs anyone else up for projects, and those who sign 

themselves up are the only ones responsible for the project.  
 

Put 11:30am -1:00pm on September 24th on your calendar—be ready to 

connect with your team and answer your call! 

 

Immigration and the Charlotte Community 
An Educational Forum 

Monday, September 18, from 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Join us for a forum on immigration led by Maureen Abell of the 

Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy (formerly Legal Services of the 

Southern Piedmont). Maureen will discuss the current options 

available for immigrants, the critical issues facing the immigrant community, and 

how things have changed for immigrants under the new administration. We will hear 

personal stories of immigrants, learn about the work of the Charlotte Center and 

begin discerning what we can do to support our neighbors who are immigrants. Light 

refreshments and drinks will be provided. 
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INVESTING IN THE MISSION OF GOD 
 

Positive energy is buzzing among St. John’s people. Some 

of this buzz is because of a new church year. It is always 

a positive season when folks return to the rhythm of a 

church year after being scattered during summer. And 

some of the buzz is because of opportunities to invest in 

the mission of God – consider three:  
 

INVEST IN INTER-RACIAL UNDERSTANDING 

CHARLOTTE: ONE YEAR LATER 

A COMMUNITY SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

Last year, during September, uptown Charlotte became 

a center for peaceful protests and angry violence. Since 

then, our city has been exploring racial understanding.  
 

On Thursday evening, September 21, St. John’s will join 

with thirteen other churches from Center City Charlotte 

for an evening of inter-racial worship. We will be asking, 

‘How is God opening your eyes?’ We will gather in the 

sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church, 200 West Trade 

Street, from 7 to 8 pm. 
 

INVEST IN LEARNING ABOUT IMMIGRATION 

IMMIGRATION & THE CHARLOTTE COMMUNITY 

St. John’s has a long history of ministering to 

immigrants. This Monday evening at 6:30 pm  in Broach 

Hall, we will host a community forum sponsored by the 

Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy (formerly Legal 

Services of the Southern Piedmont).  
 

INVEST IN BEING A SERVANT CHURCH 

MT25 – FINDING JESUS 

In January of this year, in a sermon entitled, ‘Looking 

for Jesus,’ I commissioned an organized effort named 

MT25, referring to Matthew 25 and Jesus’ words: “I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger 

and you invited me in; I needed clothes and you clothed 

me; I was sick and you looked after me; I was in prison 

and you came to visit me.” In other words, when you 

see a person in need, you have found Jesus.  
 

You will learn much more on MT25 Sunday, 

September 24. You can find Jesus by serving through 

one or more of seven areas: Children and Families, 

Education, Healthcare, Homelessness, Hunger, 

Peacebuilding and St. John’s Community Development.  
 

You can find Jesus by diminishing HUNGER as you 

invest in service through CROP, Friendship Trays, 

Loaves & Fishes, etc. You can find Jesus by investing in 

PEACEBUILDING through Habitat for Humanity, 

South Sudan initiatives, etc. More than 25 pathways are 

available for you to ‘find Jesus’ in Charlotte and beyond.  
 

How will you invest in God’s mission this church year?  

 

Shalom, 

Dennis 

From Martha 
“The Christians” at Booth Playhouse 

This week, “The Christians” premieres as a play about the 

changing ways we express our faith in the church. It 

presents the dilemma of a minister who posits, in church, 

that maybe there isn’t a hell. At each performance, a local 

clergy member will facilitate a talk-back. On Saturday, 

September 16, I will be the facilitator for the talk-back. St. 

John’s members are invited to attend any performance 

using a discount code for tickets: https://tix.carolinatix.org. 

Our discount code is SJBC and applies to any performance.  
 

Youth News from Lee 
Sunday, September 17 - Sunday Night Live -     

Same 5:00-7:30 pm time block. New schedule: Recreation 

from 5:00-5:30; Dinner from 5:35-6:05; Youth 

Worship/Choir from 6:10-6:40; Youth Group from 6:45-

7:30. The youth group program is on the “Elements of 

Worship.” We will watch a few clips from the movie 

Hoosiers that will help Dennis Foust and Lee Gray talk 

about the different elements of a worship service.   
Sunday, September 24 -  Youth are encouraged to take 

part in the MT 25 sharing sessions following morning 

worship. No evening youth activities. 
 

From Allison 

This Sunday 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 

Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 

PreK/K: The PreK/K class will remain in their classroom 

for Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they share a story 

together, make some art, and play together. This week, 

they'll be learning about how the first people God made had 

to leave the garden. 

Grades 1-3: Worship 101 will be from 9:15-9:45. We'll be 

learning about what worship is and the different parts of 

worship. Music will be from 9:45-10:15. Our Worship 101 

Shepherds (Mr. Monty and Ms. Vanessa) will pick your 

children up from Music and take them to the sanctuary 

where they will sit and worship together. 

Grades 4-5: Formation Class will be from 9:15-9:45, and we 

will learn about how God called Moses. Music will be from 

9:45-10:15. This class will worship with their families. 
 

Stories with Miss Allison 

I know it's not possible (as much as I wish it were) for every 

child to be here every week for Formation Hour. The stories 

we learn in Formation Hour are important--so important 

that I'll be making and posting videos of me telling the 

stories we are learning each week so that your child doesn't 

have to miss out on learning. While it's not a substitute for 

learning these stories in community with each other, it's a 

way that children can stay caught-up on what we are 

learning. I hope these videos are helpful to your family as 

you review what they learned together or catch up on a 

lesson you missed. Links will be available to the week’s 

stories in Miss Allison’s weekly email or search for “Stories 

with Miss Allison” on YouTube. 
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A Word about Our Weekday School and HeadStart 
 

Each weekday during the school year, the 1st floor is a busy 

place! The St. John’s Weekday School teaches and cares for 

approximately 50 children in 5 classrooms, and the HeadStart 

program, operated by the Bethlehem Center, teaches and cares 

for approximately 70 children in 4 classrooms. Both programs 

are licensed and must past various inspections each year. 
 

Studies have shown that early childhood education is 

important in the lives of children, and St. John’s is doing good 

work in the world by having its own Weekday School and by 

providing quality space for the HeadStart program. The 

teachers from both programs do such a wonderful job of loving 

and nurturing the children in their classrooms. 
 

We will continue to work to make our facilities safer and more 

inviting for the children and families who come to us for either 

Weekday School or HeadStart. Next time you are in the 

building on a weekday, take a moment to enjoy the sounds of 

children playing and learning. 

 
 

Immigration & The 

Charlotte Community 

Monday, September 18 

6:30 pm 
 

MT25  

Sunday, September 24 

11:30 am 
 

World Communion Sunday - October 1 
 

CROP Walk 

Saturday, October 14 
 

Converge 

Sunday, October 15 - 11:30 am 
 

Concert - Tarsha Williams & Friends 

Sunday, October 22 
 

Reformation Sunday - October 29 

 

 
The Faith Journey Book Study began meeting for the fall 

on Monday. They extend an invitation to any woman who 

would like to join them on Mondays from 11:45 am until 1:00 

pm in Room 209 as they share together their faith journeys. 

If you have any questions, please contact Gail Sifford at 

sgsifford@aol.com.  

 

 

Flood Assistance - Those persons desiring to send financial 

assistance to help flood victims in Texas, due to Hurricane 

Harvey, can give through Baptist World Aid of the Baptist 

World Alliance. Gifts can be made to St. John's and sent on to 

Baptist World Aid, online at www.bwanet.org/online.-giving, 

or directly to Baptist World Aid, c/o Baptist World Alliance, 

405 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA  22046.

  

CROP Hunger Walk 
 

Time to sign up to do something 

wonderful for hungry people in the 

world. This year, it's important to 

remember that Church World 

Services, the organization to which 

75% of the funds raised during the 

CROP walk goes, is serving those 

affected by Hurricanes Harvey and 

Irma right now, as well as the 

people of India and Bangladesh! Sign up here to be on our 

St. John's team: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/charlottenc/

Team/View/47817/St-Johns. Then set up your own page, and 

share it with your friends--set your goal HIGH to help hungry 

and hurting people (and to show Sardis Baptist that St. 

John's still rules)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The September meeting of the 

Brotherhood of the Biscuit is this 

Friday, September 15 at 6:30am in 

the church lounge. Your biscuit masters 

are Eric McCombs, Chase Bailey and 

Todd Stillerman. There will be no 

speaker, but Eric and Chase will lead a discussion of our 

plans for the coming year. 

 

 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club 

Tuesday, September 26 

12 noon in the library 

This month’s book: Hidden Figures 

by Margot Shetterly 
 

Pick up a copy of the book in the church 

office and join the discussion! 

 

 

The Co-Ed Bible WorkBench have 

resumed their regular Tuesday 

meetings at 11:00 am in Room 209. 

Men and women are invited to enter 

and explore various Bible readings, 

as we share together and connect 

biblical stories with daily living. Steve and Gearlene Hoffman 

will facilitate sessions, lastly approximately one hour, from 

materials that focus on Lectionary Readings. 
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Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 

Linda Balentine, Byron Bullard, Bill Finger, Carmen 

Howard, Barbara Ledford, Christa Lynch & Judy 

Sanford - home 
 

Services for Marie Peacock will be held on Saturday, 

September 16, at 11:00 am in the auditorium of 

Plantation Estates (701 Plantation Estates Drive, 

Matthews) with a reception to follow in the atrium. 
 

Sunday, September 17 

Deacons:  Maggie Bond, Leslie Bragg, Randy 

Brantley, Stan Brown, Minh Callaway, Teri Franklin, 

Bert Green, Charlie Harper, Cathy Hartsell, Christa 

Lynch 

Tellers:  Marvin Carter, Paul Lloyd 

Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 

Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 

Greeters: Main-Ed Turner & Chuck Jones; 5th St.-

Linda Kerley & Susan King; Broach-Jimmy 

Carpenter & Ed Outen; Elevator-Marvin Carter 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Week of September 4-10: $15,070 

Income through September 10: $638,036 

2017 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,075,535 
 

Ministers on Call: 

September 11-17: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 

September 18-24: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

 

 

2017 Global Mission Offering 
Received $2,272 

Goal: $10,000 
 

• For the benefit of the Nyarweng Primary 

School in Pariang County, Ruweng State, 

South Sudan 

• Purpose: Pay the salary of four teachers – 

1/3rd of the school’s payroll 
 

Other quick facts: 

• 540 students 

• 12 staff  

• The Project Manager is James Lubo Mijak, 

former Lost Boy who came to Charlotte 

and to St. John’s in 2001.

 

Calendar:  September 17-23 
 

Sunday, September 17 

  8:00 ................................................................. Church Council (Conference Room) 

  9:15 ...................................................... Sunday School/Worship 101 (Classrooms) 

  9:15 ........................................................... 11th/12th Grade Discipleship (Lounge) 

  9:30 .................................................. Ministries Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 

10:30 ......................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

11:30 ............................................................ Stewardship Resource Team (Lounge) 

Monday, September 18 
11:45 ............................................................ Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 

  5:15 ......................................................................... SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

  6:30 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 

  6:30 ......................................... Community Forum on Immigration (Broach Hall) 

  7:00 .................................................................................... Belvin class (Room 116) 

  8:00 ................................................................................................... AA (Room 114) 

Tuesday, September 19 
  7:00 ........................................................ Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 

10:00 .................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 

11:00 .......................................................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 

  4:15 .................................................. Young Voices of the Carolinas (Broach Hall) 

  5:30 .............................................................. Right Moves for Youth (Broach Hall) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

  6:30 ....................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Lasater Hall) 

Wednesday, September 20 

  6:30 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 

  7:30 .................................................................................................. CROP (Lounge) 

  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 

  6:00 ....................................................................................................... AA (Lounge) 

  6:00 ................................................................... Membership Task Force (Lounge) 

  6:00 ........................... Women of the Church Spiritual Growth Team (Room 209) 

  7:15 ......................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, September 21 
11:00 ................................................................................... Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 

12:30 ....................................... Novant Monthly Managers’ Meeting (Broach Hall) 

  3:00 ................................................................ Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 

  6:00 ..................................................................................................... Zumba (Gym) 

Friday, September 22 

10:30 ............................................................................ King’s College (Broach Hall) 

  8:00 ....................................................................................................... AA (Lounge) 

Saturday, September 23 
  7:00 ................................................................................. Benton Basketball (Gym) 
   

Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

         St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................................... Dennis Foust 

 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

Associate Minister ............................... Martha Kearse 

  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults .............. Lee Gray 

 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Children & Their Families . Allison Benfield 

  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ............... Kevin Gray 

 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant................ Jacquelyn McAbee 

 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           

Church Accountant .............................. Elaine Johnson 

  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator .......................... Sandra Rogers 

 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           

Graded Choirs Director ........................ Sandy Holland 

 sholland@sjcharlotte.org 

Organist ...................................................... Noel Lance 

 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 

Weekday School Director ...................... Lydia Olmsted 

 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians .... James Cowan, James Lee, Chris Mullis 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

 A typical night at St. John’s might 

have the following activities: Young 

Voices on second floor, Zumba in the gym 

or Lasater Hall, NAMI  in the lounge, 

Alcoholics Anonymous in the 

McLeod/Brown room plus other church 

scheduled meetings. 
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