
We Lift Our Voices in Praise 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

PRELUDE                                                                              J. Noel Lance 

 

Words of Greeting Rev. Allison Benfield  

     & Announcements of Church Life 

 

A Word About Today’s Worship Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

Expression of Fellowship             Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Rev. Benfield  
 

Call to Worship Natalie Bailey  
 

 
 

LEADER: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding              
in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will He keep His 

anger forever.                   
PEOPLE: Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
                   Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads us into life. 
LEADER: He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who worship Him; 
as far as the east is from the west, so far He removes our 
transgressions from us. 

PEOPLE: Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
                   Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads us into life. 
LEADER: As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has 

compassion for those who worship Him. For He knows how we 
were made; He remembers that we are dust. As for mortals, their 
days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of the field; for the 
wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. 
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 
on those who worship Him. 

ALL: Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
  Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads us into life. 
 

*Hymn of Praise Your Love, O God 

Chalice Hymnal No. 71, verses 1, 2 & 4 VICAR  

 

 

 

 

 

Speak, and We Will Listen 
 

READING FROM THE EPISTLE          Romans 14:5-13 Keith Towery 
 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while 

others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the 
day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 
eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 
Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to 
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God. Let 
us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to 
put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. 
 

REFLECTION The Destructive Gospel                          Dr. Foust                                                                   
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

Chalice Hymnal No. 73, verses 1 & 3 WELLESLEY  
 

READING FROM THE GOSPEL          Matthew 18:21-35 Tim Gibson 
 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member 

of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When 
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDITATION 

 

“To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you.” 

Louis Smedes 
 

The Church at Prayer                             Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin                                                                
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 

Prayer Concerns 
Linda Balentine, Byron Bullard, Bill Finger, Carmen Howard,  

Barbara Ledford, Christa Lynch & Judy Sanford – home 
 

Hymn of Response Just as We Are, Without One Plea 

                                WOODWORTH                
 

Choir 
Just as we are, You will receive, will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;  
because Your promise we believe, O Lamb of God, we come, we come! 
 

All 
Just as we are, Your love unknown, has broken every barrier down;  
now, to be Yours, yes Yours alone, O Lamb of God, we come, we come! 

 

REFLECTION There Goes the Judge Dr. Foust                                                                   
 

                 Soften Our Hearts and Help Us to Act 

 

Hymn of commitment Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 
 

 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER  Dr. Foust 
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                              Chancel Choir    

He, Watching Over Israel            Felix Mendelssohn 
 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*CELEBRATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Foust 
 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH  

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                   J. Noel Lance 
 

*Invites the congregation to stand. 
 
Copies of worship bulletins and sermon manuscripts are available on the St. John’s website: 
www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

Announcements 

 
Immigration and the Charlotte Community - An Educational Forum 

Monday, September 18, from 6:30-8:00 pm - Join us for a forum on immigration led 
by Maureen Abell, Staff Attorney with the Immigrant Justice Program of Legal 
Services of the Southern Piedmont. Light refreshments and drinks will be provided. 

 

Charlotte: One Year Later – A Community Service of Worship 
Last year, during September, uptown Charlotte became a center for peaceful protests 
and angry violence. Since then, our city has been exploring racial understanding. On 
Thursday evening, September 21, St. John’s will join with thirteen other churches 
from Center City Charlotte for an evening of inter-racial worship. We will be asking, 
‘How is God opening your eyes?’ We will gather in the sanctuary of First Presbyterian 
Church, 200 West Trade Street, from 7 to 8 pm. 

 

MT25 
On Sunday, September 24, we will officially begin MT25 as our program for service 
here at St. John’s. On that day, we invite each person at St. John’s to pick one of our 
seven areas of service to connect with—at least for that day. After worship together, 
join your service team for lunch. Childcare will be provided by professional care-
givers, and older children and youth will be invited to share their ideas first, then go 
to the gym for some fun inflatable play! Our meetings will finish by 1 pm. 

 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club 
Stop by the church office to pick up a copy of September’s book Hidden Figures by 
Margot Lee Shetterly. Then join the Terrific Tuesday Book Club discussion on 
Tuesday, September 26, at 12 noon in the church library. 

 

Flood Assistance 
Those persons desiring to send financial assistance to help flood victims in Texas, 
due to Hurricane Harvey, can give through Baptist World Aid of the Baptist World 
Alliance. As a Global Partner Congregation, gifts can be made to St. John's and sent 
on to Baptist World Aid, online at www.bwanet.org/online.-giving, or sent directly 
to Baptist World Aid, c/o Baptist World Alliance, 405 North Washington Street, 
Falls Church, VA  22046. 

 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 
The St. John’s Pulpit 

September 24 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Sermon: At One 
Scripture: Romans 3:21-31 

 
This Week at St. John’s 

Sunday, Sept. 17   8:00 am Church Council (Conference Room) 
   9:15 am Sunday School/Worship 101 (Classrooms) 
   9:15 am 11th/12th Grace Discipleship (Lounge) 
   9:30 am Ministries Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 11:30 am Stewardship Resource Team (Lounge) 
Monday, Sept. 18 11:45 am Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
   5:15 pm SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
   6:30 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   6:30 pm Community Forum on Immigration (Broach Hall) 
   7:00 pm Belvin class (Room 116) 
   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, Sept. 19   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
 10:00 am Ministerial Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
 11:00 am Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 
   4:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   5:30 pm Right Moves for Youth (Broach Hall) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Gym) 
Wed., Sept. 20   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   7:30 am CROP (Lounge) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm Membership Resource Team (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm WOC Spiritual Growth Team (Room 209) 
   7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thursday, Sept. 21 11:00 am Uptown Ladies (Lounge) 
 12:30 pm Novant Monthly Managers’ Meeting (Broach Hall) 
   3:00 pm Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm Zumba Class (Gym) 
Friday, Sept. 22 10:30 am King’s College (Broach Hall) 
   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, Sept. 23   7:00 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 

 
Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back of 
the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you 
and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding 

the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 

 
Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Dr. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister .................................................................... Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ................................................................................. James Cowan, Chris Mullis 

 

 

        The Worship of God 
 

 

Forgiveness 
 Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

 just as God though Christ has forgiven you. 
                                                             Ephesians 4:32 

                             

 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 
 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/
http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

