
We Lift Our Voices in Praise 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

ENTER GOD’S COURTS                 J. Noel Lance, Hollis Ulaky & David Kern 

        WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE                                                                             

 

Words of Greeting Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 

& Announcements of Church Life      

 

A Word About Today’s Worship          Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD                                                               
  

Expression of Fellowship             Congregation 
 

Prayer of Submission  Dr. Kearse 
 

Call to Worship Dr. Kearse 
 

LEADER: We have gathered this day as a people of faith, 
PEOPLE: Called into the world as spiritual explorers;  
LEADER: Called to carry the light and hope of Christ to all we meet. 
ALL: In all of our living, may our faith be strengthened as we follow 

the example of the One who goes before us.  
 

*Hymn of Praise How Firm a Foundation 

Chalice Hymnal No. 618, verses 1-3, 5 FOUNDATION  

 

We Turn to You, O God 
 

READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE          Jeremiah 29:1-3 Patti Klein 
 

These are the words of the letter that the prophet 

Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders 
among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and 
all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. This was after King 

Jeconiah, and the queen mother, the court officials, the leaders of Judah and 
Jerusalem, the artisans, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem. The letter was 
sent by the hand of Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King 
Zedekiah of Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 
 

LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 

 

The Church at Prayer                      Rev. Lee Gray                                                         
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 

Prayer Concerns 

Bill Finger, Carmen Howard,  
Chuck Jones, Jan Kerley & Barbara Ledford – home 

 

 

 

Hymn of Response Guide Us, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 CWM RHONDDA  

Guide us, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrims through this barren land; 

we are weak, but Thou art mighty; hold us with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of Heaven, Bread of Heaven, feed us till we want no more, 
feed us till we want no more. 

 

READING FROM GOSPEL                      Matthew 4:18-22 Marc Cardella 
 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 
will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. Immediately they 
left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 

LEADER: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God! 

 

MEDITATION 

 

As we follow, God goes before us, preparing our way.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                                                              Chancel Choir    

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need            Mack Wilberg 
Oboe: Hollis Ulaky, Flute: David Kerns 

  
The Lord is My Shepherd by Ira Thomas 

My Shepherd will supply my need: Jehovah is 

His Name; in pastures fresh He makes me feed, 
beside the living stream. He brings my wandering 
spirit back when I forsake His ways, and leads 
me, for His mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and 
grace. 
 

When I walk through the shades of death Thy 
presence is my stay; one word of Thy supporting 
breath drives all my fears away. Thy hand, in sight 
of all my foes, doth still my table spread; my cup 
with blessings overflows, Thine oil anoints my 
head. 

 

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; O may Thy house be my abode, 
and all my work be praise. There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; 
no more a stranger, nor a guest, but like a child at home. 
 

 

 

We Are Sent into the World 

 

SERMON      Losing Sight of the Shore Dr. Foust  
Sermon 1 of 3  

“On Being a Sent People: Exodus, Exile or Exploration?” 
 

*Hymn of Commitment We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight 
 CORONATION  

We walk by faith, and not by sight; no gracious words we hear  

of Him who spoke as none e'er spoke, but we believe Him near; 
of Him who spoke as none e'er spoke, but we believe Him near.   
 

We may not touch His hands and side, nor follow where He trod;  
yet in His promise we rejoice and cry, "My Lord and God!"  
Yet in His promise we rejoice and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, and may our faith abound;  
to call on You when You are near and seek where You are found;  
to call on You when You are near and seek where You are found. 
 

That, when our life of faith is done in realms of clearer light,  
We may behold You as You are, in full and endless sight. 
We may behold You as You are, in full and endless sight. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

OFFERTORY                                             J. Noel Lance, Hollis Ulaky & David Kern  

Trio Movement II Madeline Dring 
 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*CELEBRATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Foust 
 

*Commissioning the Scattered Church                     Dr. Foust 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                   J. Noel Lance 
 

*Invites the congregation to stand. 
 
Copies of worship bulletins and sermon manuscripts and audio are available on the St. John’s 
website: www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/


Announcements 

 
CONVERGE – Next Sunday, October 15 

After worship next week, we will gather in Broach Hall for lunch catered by 
Anderson’s (cost is $10 adult and $5 child--age 11 and younger--with a $30 family 
maximum), followed by CONVERGE. Every three years, the people of St. John’s 
CONVERGE to discern where God is at work as we ensure that our plans for 
congregational ministries, energies and resources are flowing into God’s vision for 
the world. We will conclude by 1:00 pm. 

 
CROP Hunger Walk - Saturday, October 14 

Sign up to do something wonderful for hungry people in the world. This year, it's 
important to remember that Church World Services, the organization to which 75% 
of the funds raised during the CROP walk goes, is serving those affected by 
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma right now, as well as the people of India and 
Bangladesh! Sign up, set up your own page, and share it with your friends--set your 
goal HIGH to help hungry and hurting people. 

 
CROP-A-THON 

It’s the Facebook Live event you didn’t ask for but are getting anyway. We’ll be 
broadcasting live on Wednesday, October 11, from 11:45 am until 1:45 pm. Watch 
your ministers do fun and silly things as a way of raising money for CROP. If you 
are not already following the St. John’s Facebook page, make sure you do that before 
next Wednesday. And be sure to tune in during your lunch break! 

 
Undie Sundays 

During the Sundays of October, we will be collecting new underwear and socks for 
the men being served in the Room in the Inn program, Hope Chapel, and Charlotte 
Rescue Mission. Providing new, basic essentials such as this helps to convey our 
respect and caring for those being served in these programs. Most needed items are 
athletic socks, boxer shorts in sizes medium and large, and t-shirts in sizes large and 
extra-large. Containers are provided at the Main entrance and Broach Hall entrance.  

 
MT25 

In the next couple of weeks, those of you who have joined one of our MT25 Teams 
should receive an introductory email with important information. Remember, MT25 
is simply a new way to organize our missions projects—we have not added, nor have 
we taken away any of the volunteer events that St. John’s has already agreed to do. 
MT25 doesn’t ask anyone to do MORE—it asks us to DECIDE and ACT. So keep 
your eyes peeled for your Introduction Email, and welcome to a new way to care for 
the “least of these.” 

 
2017 Global Mission Offering 

Received $6,062 - Goal: $10,000 
For the benefit of the Nyarweng Primary School in Pariang County, Ruweng State, 
South Sudan 

 
Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 

  
Upcoming Youth Events 

• Sunday, October 8 - Youth have regular morning and evening schedule  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
October 15 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost/ 

CONVERGE 
Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Sermon: In the Delivery Room of God’s Future 
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:4-9; Romans 8:18-25 

 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday, Oct. 8   8:00 am Leadership Forum (Lasater Hall) 
   9:15 am Sunday School/Missions 101 (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 am Godly Play (Room 221) 
 11:30 am Church Council (Conference Room) 
   5:00 pm Sunday Night Live (Gym/Lounge/Chapel/3rd Floor) 
Monday, Oct. 9 11:45 am Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
   5:15 pm SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
   6:00 pm Memory Center Charlotte (Broach Hall) 
   6:30 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   6:30 pm Ministries Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 
   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, Oct. 10   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
 10:00 am Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
 11:00 am Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 
   1:00 pm Sandwich Ministry (Lounge) 
   4:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   6:00 pm Zumba class (Gym) 
   6:00 pm NAMI Support Groups (Rooms 114 & 116) 
   7:30 pm NAMI Educational Forum (Lounge) 
Wed., Oct. 11   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:00 am King’s College (Room 222) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   1:00 pm Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm Women of the Church Board (Lounge) 
   7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thurs., Oct. 12 10:00 am Craft & Needles Ministry (Room 209) 
   6:00 pm Zumba Class (Gym) 
Friday, Oct. 13   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, Oct. 14   7:00 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:00 am CROP Walk (Freedom Park) 
   

 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back of 
the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you 
and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding 

the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 
 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Dr. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Associate Minister .................................................................... Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Graded Choirs Director ................................................................................ Sandy Holland 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ................................................................................. James Cowan, Chris Mullis 

  
 

The Worship of God 
 

 
 

Exodus, Exile or Exploration? 
 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, October 8, 2017 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 
 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

