
December 17, 2017 Third Sunday of Advent Ten Thirty in the Morning 

INTROIT      J. Noel Lance 

 In Dulci Jubilo Joanne Brown LeDoux 

  
WORDS OF GREETING  Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 & ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CHURCH LIFE 
  Please silence all electronic devices. 

 

EXPRESSION OF FELLOWSHIP 
 

PRAYER OF SUBMISSION  Dr. Foust 
 

*PROCESSIONAL  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  
     HYFRYDOL 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus born to set Thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracous kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 Lessons & Carols  

God’s Gift of Joy: Calling Us to a Journey of Becoming  



*THE ADVENT CANDLES                                       Tom & Carol Injaychock  
 Based on Isaiah 61:1-2 
 

LEADER: As clouds begin to give way to sunlight, we feel joy stirring within our being. 
PEOPLE: As followers of Jesus, the Spirit of the Lord God is upon us because the 
 Lord sends us to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
 brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
 prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
LEADER: We gather in this place, to celebrate what the Lord is doing within us, among 
 us, and through us. 
PEOPLE: God is birthing joy into the world. 
ALL: Let us worship with hearts open to God’s gift of joy! 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE                            Emmanuel, Emmanuel                                                       
                                                                                                                                                   MCGEE 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  

His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us,  
His name is called Emmanuel.          
 

HEARING THE STORY 
      Phil & Sara Vavra, Readers 
 

GETTING READY  

      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

Chalice Hymnal No. 119, verses 1 & 4 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here,  until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O Come, Desire of nations, bind all people in one heart and mind;  
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease, fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
                          



ANNUCIATION   
      Gabriel’s Message  arr. Craig Phillips 

      Chancel Choir 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

"All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 

"For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, 
Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, 
"my soul shall laud and magnify His holy name." Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,  
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! Gloria! 

 

HOMILY   The First Christmas Carol  Dr. Foust 
Luke 1:46-55 

 

      Light from Light  J. Kevin Gray 

J. Kevin Gray & String Ensemble 
 

Linda Whitesitt, Violin 
Diana Stone, Violin 

Elda Franklin, Viola 
Kim Pfleeger, Cello 

 

BETHLEHEM   
      O Little Town of Bethlehem  ST. LOUIS 

      Chalice Hymnal No. 144, verses 1 & 3 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the joys of highest heaven. 
No ear may hear Christ coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.              

 
 
 
 



JOURNEY      
      Breath of Heaven Amy Grant & Chris Eaton 

Maddie Phillips & J. Kevin Gray 
 

I have traveled many moonless nights cold and weary with a babe inside. 

And I wonder what I've done. Holy father you have come  
and chosen me now to carry your son. 
 

I am waiting in a silent prayer. I am frightened by the load I bear. 
In a world as cold as stone, must I walk this path alone? 
Be with me now, be with me now. 
 

Refrain: Breath of heaven, hold me together. Be forever near me, Breath of heaven. 
Breath of heaven, lighten my darkness. Pour over me your holiness, for you are holy, 
Breath of heaven. 
 

Do you wonder as you watch my face, if a wiser one should have had my place? 
But I offer all I am for the mercy of your plan. 
Help me be strong, help me be, help me. Refrain 
 

NO ROOM    
                   Christmas Lullaby John Rutter  

Chancel Choir 
 

Clear in the darkness a light shines in Bethlehem:  

Angels are singing, their sound fills the air.  
Wise men have journeyed to greet their Messiah;  
But only a mother and baby lie there.  
 

Refrain: ‘Ave Maria, ave Maria:’ Hear the soft lullaby the angel hosts sing.  
‘Ave Maria, ave Maria, maiden, and mother of Jesus our King.’  
 

Where are his courtiers, and who are his people?  
Why does he bear neither sceptre nor crown?  
Shepherds his courtiers, the poor for his people,  
with peace as his sceptre and love for his crown. Refrian 
 

What though your treasures are not gold or incense?  
Lay them before him with hearts full of love.  
Praise to the Christ child, and praise to his mother  
who bore us a Saviour by grace from above. Refrain 
 

 
 



THE MANGER  
      Wexford Carol Traditional 
      Anne Hager 
 

With thankful heart and joyful mind, 

The shepherds went the babe to find, 
And as God’s angel has foretold, 
They did our Savior Christ behold. 
Within a manger He was laid, 
And by His side the virgin maid 
Attending to the Lord of Life, 
Who came on earth to end all strife.  
 

THE SHEPHERDS  
      Run, Ye Shephereds, To The Light Michael Haydn 

      Chancel Choir 
 

Run, ye shepherds, to the light, ye shepherds to the light, 

Run, ye shepherds, to the light! 
For joyous news I carry. Joy fills all the starry night,  
come quick, do not tarry! 
 

In lowly manger bare come see the infant there, a child, the King of Glory!  
With all your might, rush toward the light, the star of ancient story. 
Run with all your might, come quickly toward the light. 
Run, come quickly toward the light, the star of ancient story. 

 

POETIC OFFERTORY                     Laura Sorrell & Kenna Benton 
 

CHILD 1: What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
CHILD 2: If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
CHILD 1: If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
BOTH: Yet what can we give Him:  
ALL:  We will give Him our hearts.  
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 



  

OFFERTORY  Men’s Ensemble 
 Who’s That Baby? Jay Althouse 
 

Who? Who? Tell me who. Who’s that baby in a manger bed? 
 

Was he a tiny little baby? Oh, yes! 
And was he born in a stable? Oh, yes! 
And was he lying in a manger? Oh, yes! 
He was a tiny little baby in Bethlehem. 
Who? Who? Tell me who. Who’s that baby in a manger bed? 
 

And did the shepherds come to see him? Oh yes! 
And did the angels come to praise him? Oh yes! 
And did the wise men follow? Oh yes! 
He was a tiny little baby in Bethlehem. 
Who? Who? Tell me who. Who’s that baby in a manger bed? 
 

And was his mother’s name Mary? Oh, yes! 
And was his father’s name Joseph Oh , yes! 
And did they call him King Jesus? Oh, yes! 
He was a tiny little baby in Bethlehem. 
Who? Who? Tell me who. Who’s that baby in a manger bed? 

 

*PRESENTATION 
 

O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him; 

O come, let us adore Him; Christ the Lord. 
 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Foust 
 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER Dr. Foust 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our dai-
ly bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
Prayer Concerns 

Emily Batts, Betty Crenshaw, Cathy Hartsell,  
Carmen Howard, Chuck Jones & Jan Kerley – home 



COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH
  

*POSTLUDE    J. Noel Lance 

 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing Stanley Saxton 

Chorale and Fugue 

 
* Invites the congregation to stand 

Announcements 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule - Sunday, December 24 

Worship - 10:30 am (come in casual Christmas attire—no Children’s/Youth Formation classes/no 
nursery care) 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service - 5:00 pm (family friendly/no nursery care) 

 

Financial Stewardship Commitment Campaign 2018  
Offering Ourselves for God’s Work in the World 

Budget Pledge Report: Amount Received: $846,836 - Commitments Received: 171 
If you have not turned in your Pledge Card to the church office, please do so as soon as possible.  

 

Advent Booklet 
Our Advent Booklet, “Living While Waiting,” is available in the church office and at the entrance to 
the sanctuary. This collection of writings, graphics and coloring pages is one tool to guide you 
through the busy Advent season as we prepare for Christmas. 
 

Pictorial Directory Update 
To update your St. John’s pictorial directory, a page of 
photos of our recent new members and a new address/ 
phone directory are now available on the table in the 
church office.  
 

Charlotte Lessons & Carols from St. John’s 
If you missed WDAV’s live holiday broadcast, or would 
just like to listen to it again, tune into WDAV 89.9FM 
on Christmas Day (Monday) at 3:00 pm. 
 

Baptism Sunday 
Sunday, January 7, has been scheduled as a Baptism 
Sunday. Anyone desiring baptism, please contact 
Jacquelyn McAbee in the church office (704-333-5428 
ext. 11) or Dr. Foust. 

 

From the Finance Office: 
All allowable tax donations must be received (and 
checks dated) by December 31, 2017. If mailed, please 
ensure that the envelope is postmarked 2017. Any 
monies received after December 2017 will count 
towards your 2018 pledge. 
 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 



 
This Week’s Events 

 
Sunday, December 17 
  8:00 .. Administrative Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 
  9:00 .................. 11th/12th Grade Discipleship (Room 116) 
  9:15 ......................................... Sunday School (Classrooms) 
10:30......................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:30............................................................... Joy Class (Parlor) 
Monday, December 18 
11:45..... Faith Journey Book Study & lunch (Broach Hall) 
  8:00 ................................................................ AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, December 19 
  7:00 .......... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lasater Hall) 
10:00................................ Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 
11:00...................................... Co-ed Bible Study (Room 209) 
  4:45 ...........Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  5:15 ................................................. Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
Wednesday, December 20 
  6:30 ............................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
  9:30 .................................................. Yoga Class (Room 114) 
  6:00 ................................................................ AA (Room 114) 
  7:15 ........................................... Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
Friday, December 22 
11:00........................ King’s College Graduation (Sanctuary) 
  5:00 ..................................Room in the Inn (Lounge, Gym) 
  8:00 ................................................................ AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, December 23 
  7:00 ............................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 Saturday, December 24 
  9:15 .............................. Adult Sunday School (Classrooms) 
10:30......................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 
  5:00 ............................... Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary) 
 

Complete calendar online:   
www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

  

St. John’s Baptist  Church  
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704-333-5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 

December 24 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Proclaimer: Dr. Dennis W. Foust 

Sermon:  A Love That Gives 
Scripture:  John 3:16-17 

 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you 
can become a member of St. John’s, please 
call the church office (704.333.5428) or fill 
out one of the “For Our Guests” cards 
found on the back of the pew and place it in 
the offering plate. One of our ministers will 
be happy to reach out to you and answer any 
questions you may have. Visit our website to 
find out more information regarding the 
many ministry opportunities available in the 
life of St. John’s. 

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister ....................... Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD    
Associate Minister ................... Rev. Martha Kearse, DMin 
Minister for Children & Families .... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship & Music...................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth & Young Adults .......... Rev. Lee Gray 

 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant .......................................Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator ................................... Sandra Rogers 
Organist ..............................................................J. Noel Lance 
Custodians ..................................... James Ford, Chris Mullis 
Weekday School Director .............................Lydia Olmsted 
 


