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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, February 4 
Youth Sunday 

  
Proclaimers: 
David Benton 
Samuel Bond 

 
 Theme: 

Who Is the Greatest? 
 

Scripture: 
Mark 9:33-37 

 

 

Youth Sunday - February 4 

“Who Is the Greatest?” 
 

Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions.  

Small people always do that, but the really great make you  

feel that you, too, can become great. -- Mark Twain 
 

Our scripture passage for Youth Sunday is Mark 9:33-

37, and our proclaimers this year are two high school 

juniors, David Benton and Samuel Bond. At the 

conclusion of the service, they will sign the Bible (see 

article on page 3 about the history of this tradition). Our 

children’s sermon will be led by Kirby Bragg and Trey 

Spence. (This year’s seniors preached last year.) 

Joshua Sealey, Elizabeth Rodden and Lily Wilkerson with do prayers and other 

readings. The Youth Choir will sing three songs—Word of God 

Speak, He Reigns and Yes, Lord, Yes—in the service, and 

other youth will help lead us in worship. Also, there will be a 

collection at the conclusion of worship for the Souper Bowl of 

Caring. This year’s offering will be split between the Urban 

Ministry Center and Hope Chapel. 

 

Living in the World  
as the Body of Christ 
Experiencing the Season of  

Lent in St. John’s 
February 14-March 29 

 

Finding your identity and purpose is essential. As the first followers of Jesus began 
living in the world of the first century, they developed an understanding of their 
identity and purpose or mission. One of the primary images they embraced was ‘the 
Body of Christ.’ The early Churches retold the story of Jesus at the Passover Meal: 
“While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, blessed it and broke it, gave it to 
them and said, ‘Take, eat, this is my body.’” The early Church determined their 
identity to be the physical presence of Jesus and their purpose to be continuing his 
ministry. 
 

This year, on each of the six Sundays during Lent, we will experience the symbolism 
of bread as ‘the body of Christ.’ We will explore how we live in the world as the body 
of Christ using worship themes of ‘Kneaded and Needed;’ 
‘Transformed;’ ‘Taken;’ ‘Blessed;’ ‘Broken’ and ‘Given.’ We will 
also offer spiritual reflection experiences in Broach Hall on Ash 
Wednesday from 7-11 am, 1-2 pm and 4-7 pm. On Wednesdays at 
noon during Lent, we will serve as the host site for the Elizabeth 
Communities of Faith ecumenical worship services in our 
sanctuary. 
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THAT KIND OF CHURCH 
 
He approached me after a meeting in the community. 
When he started speaking, his voice was condescending. 
Immediately, my defensive armor clanged into place. 
Experience has taught me how to use stealth radar. 
I have met this fellow before wearing different skin. 
 
He said, “I have just learned some things about St. John’s 
that surprised me. I didn’t know you were a church that 
accepted anyone.” When he used the word “anyone,” it 
was as if he smelled a bad odor. His top lip curled up and 
his face scrunched. He did not use the word “anyone” as 
a term of endearment. 
 
My response was tempered: “Well, St. John’s is a 
beautiful people. We follow Jesus who accepted anyone 
who was accepting and anyone who needed accepting. 
We express God’s grace as acceptance. Do you think 
God expresses grace as acceptance or do you think God 
expresses grace as an exception?” 
 
This fellow replied, “I don’t know what you mean by 
exception. But, I believe God accepts anyone only after 
they live in God’s will.” 
 
I smiled and said, “So, you view God to be regulative, and 
I understand God to be relational.” He looked puzzled, so 
I tried to clarify. “What I mean to say is this: If God is 
regulative, then God can be distant and disconnected 
from our relationships while controlling our lives merely by 
regulation, legalism, expectation, ought and should. 
However, if God is relational, God guides us in an 
intimately personal manner. God blesses us by giving us 
power to bless others. God motivates us to offer our 
imperfect selves to others who are also imperfect. So, 
yes, we welcome anyone in the life and ministries of St. 
John’s who needs acceptance and who lives in an 
accepting way toward others.” 
 
With a chagrin, he shrugged and said, “I just didn’t know 
you were that kind of church.”  
 
And, it was my privilege to say, “If anyone needs a 
beloved community of people who are living in 
relationship with God by blessing one another, befriending 
strangers, forgiving one another, caring for one another, 
seeking the best interest of one another, understanding 
one another, offering compassion to one another, learning 
from and alongside one another and serving others 
together, please let them know St. John’s is that kind of 
church.” 
 
Again, he shrugged. Neither of us changed the other. But, 
as I left the room, a mutual friend said, “I wish everyone 
could experience That Kind of Church.”  
  
Shalom, (Thankful to serve That Kind of Church!) 
Dennis 
 

From Martha 
No Limits 
We have an idea! The St. John’s Bible (the first illuminated 
Bible commissioned in 500 years) is on display at Christ 
Church here in Charlotte for the next two weeks. Proposal: 
On Wednesday, February 7, from 1:30-3:30, we do the 
“guided tour” of the Bible; we’ll have lunch before the tour. 
While we eat, we can plan some other events. Sound good! 
Text me! Email me! mkearse@sjcharlotte.org! 
 

MT25 
Hunger 
The month of February is our focus on the Hunger Team. 
During February, we will be doing our Food Drive for Loaves 
& Fishes! Stay tuned for details and start buying extra non-
perishables at the grocery store! Email me if you would like 
your name added to the Hunger Team email list. 
SJ Community 
See back page for information on recent Needles & Craft 
Ministry project. 
Habitat 
Our Habitat crews are on the move: 
Saturday, February 3: Meet at church at 7am to go to 
breakfast; go to site and hang dry wall. Let Martha (email 
above) or Bert Green (704-491-1532 by text) know you are 
interested. 
Wednesday, February 14: Meet at site to mark the slab; Let 
Bert Green know you are interested. 
 

Youth News from Lee 

Friday, February 2  - Youth Sunday Practice & High 
School Serving Room In The Inn - 4:00 pm – Rehearsal for 
youth who have speaking parts in the Youth Sunday Service 
& bed set up for other Senior High Youth for Room In The 
Inn. We will serve dinner at 5:15 pm and finish by 6:15 or so. 
Sunday, February 4 – Youth Sunday “Who is the 
Greatest?” is the overall theme. We need 4 youth to take up 
the Souper Bowl of Caring Collection at the end of the 
Service (Proceeds will go to the Urban Ministry Center and 
Hope Chapel.)  
Super Bowl Party at the Smith’s at 6:00 pm. Their address 
is 2122 Vernon Drive. 
Sunday, February 11 – Hornets vs Raptors Game after 
church (1:00 pm). All Basketball teams are invited to 10:30 
am worship that morning, lunch from Midwood Smokehouse, 
and then to take the trolley to the 1:00pm Hornets game. You 
will be contacted by your basketball coaches about making 
reservations for tickets and lunch. (more details on next 
page) 

From Allison 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 
Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 
PreK/K: This class will remain in their classroom for 
Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they share a story 
together, make some art, and play together. This week, 
they'll learn about Jesus calling the disciples. 
Grades 1-3 & 4-5: These children will have Formation Class 
from 9:15-10:00, where they'll be learning about how Jesus 
taught and healed people, and Music from 10:00-10:20. They 
will worship with their families. It's Youth Sunday, so the 
youth will be doing a children's sermon. 
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Basketball Sunday 

We are inviting all the St. 
John’s basketball teams 
and their families to join us 
for worship on Sunday 
morning, February 11, 
before they head uptown to 

attend the Hornets vs. Raptors game at the Spectrum 
Center. Teams will sit together down front and be recognized 
during worship; then they will enjoy lunch in Broach Hall 
before the game. Coaches have received information from 
Lee Gray about this special day. Tickets to the game will be 
$16, and lunch will be $10 for youth/adults and $5 for 
children ages 10 and under. Everyone who attends the 
basketball game will receive a Hornets gift and have the 
opportunity to shoot a postgame free throw. For more 
information, or if you are not on a basketball team but would 

like to come, please email Lee Gray at lgray@sjcharlotte.org 
with the number of tickets ($16) and number of lunch 

reservations ($10) that you would like to purchase.  

 
 
From the Heritage Room -- "Making a Difference" 
 

The Jerusalem Bible 
 
For over 60 years, St. John's has recognized the difference 
that our Youth make in our community of faith by setting 
aside one Sunday in February as Youth Sunday.  On that 
day, the Youth Minister or Ministers sign the pulpit Bible.  
From 1947 to 1974, there was a different Bible-- an olive 
wood covered Bible that Dr. Claude Broach purchased in 
Jerusalem in 1937. After Dr. Broach preached his last 
sermon before retiring as Senior Minister in 1974, he called a 
nine-year-old member of the church to the pulpit and gave 
him the Bible as a symbol of his trust and confidence in the 
future of St. John's. 
 

This Bible has now been refurbished and returned to the 
church by the recipient, now age 53, along with a letter 
expressing what having and holding the Bible for the church 
has meant to him as well as reiterating the continued 
optimism in youth and the future of St. John's which Dr. 
Broach intended it to represent. Many of those who signed 
this Bible are still active in our church.  
 

The Bible is now on a stand in the break-front cabinet at the 
end of the hallway behind the sanctuary, along with a copy of 
Dr. Broach's final sermon entitled "Finally Brethren" and the 
letter that accompanied the Bible when it was returned. 
Please take a moment to view.  
 

Thank you to that 9 (now 53) year old, Lee Hogewood, son of 
Ashley and Wanny Hogewood, for returning this Bible to us 
such that it can continue to be a symbol of optimism to the 
ways in which St. John's makes a difference in the lives of 
our members and others in our community.   
 

 
 

Welcome George Williamson! 
Sunday, February 11 

 

On Sunday, February 11, we invite you to 
join us in welcoming George Williamson, 
former Vassar professor, pastor and 
chaplain (and brother-in-law of Wanny 
Hogewood) as he comes to share with us 
in worship and in readings from his 
memoir. George’s own self-description is 
that he was born “on the wrong side of 

every moral social issue of the twentieth century.” His memoir 
tells of the ways he has been addressing those moral social 
issues through his life and career. George, along with others, 
was instrumental in starting the Baptist Peace Fellowship of 
North America/Bautistas Por La Paz; BPFNA published his 
book and LeDayne Polaski, the Executive Director of BPFNA, 
will join us on that day. Join us for worship, then lunch and 
discussion with George. Reservations are required for 
lunch, but those who do not want lunch can join the 
conversation without a reservation. Our schedule will be: 
•10:30 - Worship, with sermon by George Williamson 
•11:45 - Lunch ($10/person) 
•12:15 - Introductions and a word from LeDayne Polaski, 
Executive Director of BPFNA  
•12:30 - Reading and discussion with George 

To make lunch reservations, please email Jacquelyn at 

jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org and write “lunch” in the subject line or 

call the church office (704-333-5428 ext. 11) by February 5. 



Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 
Betty Crenshaw - CMC Northeast; Joe Ehrenberger, 
Cathy Hartsell, Carmen Howard, Chuck Jones, Jan 
Kerley, Brad Sifford & Dee Turner - home 
 

Congratulations 
to Jean Thompson on the birth of her great-great 
grandson, Brantley Mathis, on January 18, in Louisiana. 
 

Sympathy  
to Martha Fowler on the death of her sister, Dotty Daniell, 
on January 29; to Hom Ksor on death of his son, Ne 
Rocham; and to Nhuih Ksor on the death of his brother-in
-law, Tuel Roan, both in Vietnam. 
 

Sunday, February 4 
Deacons:  David Allen, Linda Balentine, Jason Benton, 
Jordan Benton, Lynn Bishop, Maggie Bond, Leslie 
Bragg, Randy Brantley, Stan Brown, Minh Callaway 
Tellers: Marvin Carter, Paul Lloyd 
Greeters: Main-Carol & Tom Injaychock; 5th St.-Linda 
Kerley, Susan King; Broach-Ashley Hogewood; Elevator- 
Marvin Carter 
Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie Hahn, 
Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 
Week of January 22-28: $22,082 
Income through January 28: $66,753 
 

Ministers on Call: 
Jan. 29-Feb. 4: Martha Kearse 704-941-8446 
February 5-11: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

 

Calendar:  February 4-10 
 

Sunday, February 4 

  8:15 ............................................ Safety & Security Task Force (Conference Room) 
  9:15 ............................................................................. Sunday School (Classrooms) 
10:30 ................................................................... Worship/Youth Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  6:00 ............................................................ Youth Super Bowl Party (Smiths’ home) 

Monday, February 5 
11:45 .............................................................. Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
  6:30 .................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  7:00 ................................................................................ Crownsgate HOA (Lounge) 
  8:00 ................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 

Tuesday, February 6 
  7:00 .......................................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
10:00 ...................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
11:00 ............................................................................ Bible Workbench (Room 209) 
  4:15 .................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  5:15 ........................................................................... SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 

Wednesday, February 7 

  6:30 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
  9:30 ............................................................................................... Yoga (Room 114) 
  6:00 ................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 
  6:00 ................................................. Personnel Resource Team (Conference room) 
  7:15 ........................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, February 8 

10:00 .................................................................Craft & Needles Ministry (Room 209) 

Friday, February 9 

  5:00 .......................................................................... Room in the Inn (Lounge/Gym) 
  8:00 ................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 

Saturday, February 10 
  7:00 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 10:00 ................................................................................... Basketball games (Gym) 
   

Complete calendar online:   
www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

        

  St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Senior Minister .......................................... Dennis Foust 
 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 
Associate Minister .................................. Martha Kearse 
  ext. 13 - mkearse@sjcharlotte.org 
Minister for Youth & Young Adults ................... Lee Gray 
 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Minister for Children & Their Families ........ Allison Benfield 
  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ..................... Kevin Gray 
 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ................... Jacquelyn McAbee 
 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           
Church Accountant ................................ Elaine Johnson 
  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator ..............................Sandra Rogers 
 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           
Graded Choirs Director ................................... Anna Ball 
Organist ....................................................... Noel Lance 
 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 
Weekday School Director ........................ Lydia Olmsted 
 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians ....... James Ford, Chris Mullis, Debora Thon 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

The Needles and Craft Ministry recently made 
23 RED baby hats to be sent to New Hanover 
Hospital in Wilmington. Every baby born during 
the month of February will wear a red hat to 
recognize Heart 
Month—”Little 
Hats Big 

Hearts.” (Chuck and Beth Jones' 
daughter, Catherine, works at 
the hospital.) If you are interested 

in being part of this Ministry (they 
makes the shawls in the 
sanctuary, Prayer Shawls, baby 
hats, and hats for RITI), contact their Liaison, Patricia Miller. 

 
 

CHILI COOK-OFF 
Sunday, February 25th 

 

Prizes will be given for some very interesting  
and often questionable entries. 

Save the date! More details to come. 

 
Children and Youth Basketball  

Saturday, February 3rd 

 

    6 & Under Co-Ed - 1:00 pm at St. John's (1/27-WON!) 
  8 & Under Boys - 2:00 pm at St. John's (1/27-Lost) 
10 & Under Boys - 10:00 am at First Baptist Matthews (1/27-WON!) 
10 & Under Girls - 3:00 pm at Covenant Presbyterian (1/27-WON) 
12 & Under Boys - 11:00 am at St. John’s (1/27-WON!) 
12 & Under Girls - 10:00 am at St. John’s (1/27-Lost) 
14 & Under Boys - 3:00 pm at First Baptist Charlotte (1/27-Lost) 
16 & Under Boys - 10:30 am at Victory Christian (1/27-Lost) 
18 & Under Boys - 9:30 am at Mt. Harmony Baptist (1/27-Lost) 
18 & Under Girls - 12:00 pm at First Baptist Matthews (1/27-Lost) 
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