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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, March 18 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

Proclaimer: 
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD & 

 

 Sermon Series: 
Living in the World 

as the Body of Christ 
 

Sermon: 
Broken 

 

Scripture: 
Leviticus 2:4-6 
March 14:22 

 

 

 
Heritage Sunday - March 18 

Making a Difference  
by Fulfilling Our Covenant 

 
How have we made a difference? By Fulfilling Our Covenant 

Worshipping 
Learning 

Offering Ourselves and Our Resources for God's Work 
Building Relationships 

Being Joyful 
Serving 

 
Easter Lilies are a long-standing tradition and are loved by many — except those 

who are allergic to them and always miss Easter Sunday at church or sit in church 
uncomfortably while breathing the pollen-laden air. This year, we would like to offer 
an alternative, Calla Lilies, to reduce the pollen and help everyone enjoy this glorious 
Sunday at St. John's. Like Easter Lilies, Callas can be planted in your yard and 
come back again next year. They will be in 1-gallon pots and will be heavier than the 
pots we have used in the past, so please keep this in mind. 
 

The cost this year will be $18, and order forms are available below and 
in the church office. Proceeds from the Easter flowers are used to 
decorate the church for Advent and Christmas. We usually purchase 
less than ordered to have extra funds for Christmas decorations, so 
please be sure to indicate on your order form if you do not plan to take 
your Calla Lily after the Easter service. Thank you! 

___________________________________________ 
 

Lilies for Easter Sunday 
Note: Your lily purchase helps provide funds for our Christmas poinsettias/décor. 

 

I will give ____ lilies at $18 each. 
 

____ in memory of ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

____ in honor of  __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Donor name and telephone: ________________________________________ 

 

_____ I wish to pick up my lilies. 

_____ I do not wish to pick up my lilies. 

Last date to sign up for lilies is Sunday, March 25. 



ACTIVELY FAITHFUL FOR 96 YEARS 
 
This coming Sunday, we will celebrate the 96

th
 

anniversary of St. John’s Baptist Church. I am grateful to 
our Heritage Task Force, guided by Fredda Kimball and 
Linda Crowder. This group is continually mining resources 
of our rich heritage to enrich our understanding of our 
church’s story. 
 
When you called me to serve as your senior minister, one 
of my early realizations was surprising. I was not 
surprised to find that St. John’s people loved their church 
and were deeply connected to certain traditions. Yet, I 
was surprised to discover a lack of awareness of and 
appreciation for the numerous ways St. John’s has been a 
leader by influencing other local churches. We have 
inherited a tremendous congregational heritage.  
 
Therefore, to elevate our awareness and appreciation, I 
asked some church leaders to establish a new tradition of 
an annual Heritage Sunday near the date of our first 
service in March of 1922. Our first Heritage Sunday, in 
2012, celebrated our 90

th
 Anniversary. Fredda, Linda and 

others stepped forward to lead in that effort. They are 
steadfast in their commitment to plan and coordinate this 
annual day of celebration. 
 
This year, we are reconsidering some of the ways we 
have made a difference in Charlotte, in North Carolina 
and in the world for 96 years. Through different times, we 
have met every challenge by affirming our St. John’s 
Covenant and lifting-up God’s love as our model for 
loving.  
 
This is a challenge. In today’s world, we see widespread 
evidence of competing commitments. When two or more 
incompatible commitments are held by persons or groups, 
decisions are avoided because one commitment must be 
discarded.  
 
As we move toward our second century of congregational 
ministry, let us renew our commitments to God as Lord by 
living as disciples of Jesus and investing in God’s vision 
of Christ’s Church. Let us make every decision based 
upon our commitment to the love of God revealed in 
Jesus. This is our heritage – and our future. 
 
Shalom, 
Dennis   
 
 
 

 
Easter Outfits for “A Child’s Place” 

Needed: Sizes 5-14 
Boys & Girls (new or gently used) 

with sock and underwear 
Place on rack outside sanctuary or 

at main entrance by March 18 
 

Youth News from Lee 

Sunday, March 18 - 5th/6th Grade Discipleship at 9:00 am 
in Room 305 - Rev. Allison Benfield be the guest presenter 
discussing the topic of being Baptist and baptism.  
Sunday Night Live from 5:00-7:30 pm. St. John’s own 
Bobbie Hinson, who taught at Providence Day for 40 years—
Biology, Anatomy, Physiology & Bioethics — will join us as 
we look at the ways that faith can relate to science. 
Sunday, March 25 - Youth will be on regular 5:00-7:30 
evening schedule 
Sundays, April 1 & 8 - Youth will not meet on Sunday 
evening (due to CMS Spring Break) 
 

Upcoming Youth Events  
April 13-15 – 5th/6th Grade Discipleship Retreat (Meet at 
church on Friday at 4:30 pm. Return at 11:30 am on Sunday) 
May 20 – Youth Banquet 
June 17-23 – High School Habitat Mission Trip  
July 23-28 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp  
August 11-14 – Middle School Local Mission Trip 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer at children’s basketball banquet on Sunday afternoon 

 

From Allison 

This Sunday  
Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room for 
Formation Hour and Worship Hour. 
PreK/K: This class will remain in their classroom for 
Formation Hour and Worship Hour as they share a story,  
make some art, and play together. This week, they'll learn 
about Jesus sharing his last meal with his friends. 
Grades 1-3: These children will have Worship 101 from 9:15-
10:00, where they'll be learning about prayer, and Grace 
Notes (Music) from 10:00-10:20. 1st-3rd Graders will sit with 
their Worship 101 class in worship. 
Grades 4-5: These children will have Formation Class from 
9:15-10:00, where they'll be learning about the promise of a 
new covenant between God and God's people, and Grace 
Notes (Music) from 10:00-10:20. 4th-5th Graders will worship 
with their families. 
 

Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday is March 25! Children of all ages will get to 
process in with palm branches to help us all remember how 
the people greeted Jesus when he entered Jerusalem. 
Please have your children here for Formation Hour (9:15) so 
we have time to talk about this important story and get ready 
to lead worship. 
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Gifts & Talents Survey 
 

I am thankful each and every week for the many people that 
give of themselves in order to create beautiful, meaningful 
worship experiences. 
 

Along with the deepening of relationships with those I am yet 
to work with, I continue to be excited by the discovery of new 
gifts within the congregation. 
 

So I would ask, as the worshiping body of St. John’s, that 
each of you take time during this season of Lent to meditate 
on gifts that you may possess that could be utilized to 
strengthen our worship. 
 

Here are a few categories to get you started in your thoughts. 
Examples of gifts: drama, creative writing, dance, visual arts, 
vocal - solo/choir, instrumental... 
 

Please email me to begin the conversation of how we can 
work together and get to know each other as co-laborers in 
Christ service. 
 

James Kevin Gray 
Minister for Worship and Music 
Kgray@sjcharlotte.org 

 
 

 Investing in the Future Task Force Discussion 
 Sunday, March 18, from 11:35 am-12:15 pm 

 

The Investing in the Future Task Force will hold a meeting in 
the church lounge after church this coming Sunday. If you 
have not participated in a Sunday School discussion during 
the past two weeks, this is your opportunity! Please come and 
give us your ideas for ways we can meet the challenges we 
face. Our Sunday School listening sessions have been 
interesting and thought-provoking, and we appreciate having 
the time to hear from the congregation. If you have any more 
ideas, please come and tell us about them! 
 

St. John’s Hunger Fund 
 

Because of concern about hunger around the world and at 
home, expressed by many in the St. John’s family, a special 
Hunger Fund was established some years ago, giving people 
the opportunity to make contributions directly to efforts 
addressing hunger. A Hunger Committee met quarterly, 
dividing the funds on hand among disaster relief, local hunger 
programs, and developmental programs for dealing with 
causes contributing to hunger, such as the need for wells in 
undeveloped countries. Recently, in order to consolidate our 
mission programs, the tasks previously undertaken by the 
Hunger Committee have been assumed by the Mission 
Resource Team. Through your generosity, the team made the 
following distributions in 2017, with special attention given to 
programs dealing with the many disasters through the year: 
 

$1065.00   for two wells in South Africa (in partnership with  
  Friendship Missionary Baptist Church) 
   2127.50  to N.C. Baptist Men for disaster relief 
   2261.50  through CROP for disaster relief 
   2500.00  through Baptist Peace Fellowship for Puerto Rico 
     390.00  for Loaves and Fishes 
     456.50  St. John’s Sandwich Ministry for Urban Ministries                                                           
     358.50  Highland Backpack Ministry 
$ 9160.00  Total funds contributed outside the 2017 budget 
 

Your input is welcomed! Join the Hunger Team to be kept 
informed about efforts addressing hunger issues and to have 
a voice in how hunger funds are distributed. 

 
 

Volunteers Needed - Once 

again, St. John’s is a sponsor for 
Charlotte’s oldest road race. The 
32

nd
 Annual Elizabeth 8K Road Race is Saturday, March 24. 

We need four volunteers to assist at our St. John’s Sponsor 
Table from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. Please call the church office at 
704.333.5428 and speak with Jacquelyn to volunteer or for 
more information or email jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org. 

In response to a request from The Peacebuilding Team, the Finance Committee has created a new designated account for The 
Nyarweng Primary School in South Sudan. Here forward, you may make designated gifts to the Nyarweng School by making checks 
payable to St. John’s and writing “The Nyarweng School” or “South Sudan School” on your memo line. Here was the logic behind this 
decision.   
 

As you know, 2017’s Global Missions Offering was a huge success, raising more than $23,000 to support The Nyarweng Primary 
School in South Sudan. But that’s not all, we estimate that, for the full calendar year, St. John’s Families contributed an additional 
$55,000 via direct contributions to the project manager, Mothering Across Continents. This would bring total contributions from St. 
John’s families to almost $80,000! 
 

Clearly, The Nyarweng Primary School represents our answering of God’s call to work in one of the most challenging circumstances 
in the world, where truly, hope in God’s message can save lives through peacebuilding and reconciliation.    
 

The Global Missions Offering is not open year-round and The Nyarweng School may not always be the focus of 
our annual Global Missions Offering. This is why the Peacebuilding Team asked for the designated account to 
which donations may be made throughout the year. Of course, donations directly to Mothering Across Continents 
for the benefit of the school will continue to reach the  school and, if your company matches donations, you should 
absolutely continue to fund the project directly through Mothering Across Continents due to the fact that gifts to 
local churches are not matched by corporations.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sandra Rogers, Church Administrator.  
 

Chair of Finance Resource Team ~ Russell Norris 

mailto:Kgray@sjcharlotte.org


Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 
Joe Ehrenberger - Asbury; Betty Crenshaw, Camille 
Green, Carmen Howard, Polly Hull, Chuck Jones, 
Janie Kendrick & Brad Sifford - home 
 

Sympathy to Margaret Falls on the death of her 

sister, Suzanne Higgins, on March 11. 
 

Sunday, March 18 
Deacons:  Cindy McIntyre, Mark McNeill, Tricia 
Miller, Melissa Millette, Jane & Morgan Newman, 
Russell Norris, Kim & Robby Ray, Shannon Rodden 
Tellers: James Laney, Susan King 
Greeters: Main-Ed Turner, Ken Hungate; 5th St.-Al & 
Treva Bridges; Broach-Jimmy Carpenter, Ed Outen; 
Elevator- Marvin Carter 
Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 
Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Carol & Gene Poole 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 
Week of March 5-11: $14,158 
Income through March 11: $183,249 
Annual 2018 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,135,000 
Community & State Mission Offering: $266 
 

Ministers on Call: 
March 12-18: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 
March 19-25: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412 
 

Women of the Church need your donated 

Birthday Cards for men! Cards can be given to 
Patricia McCaskill or left in the church office. 

 

Calendar:  March 18-24 
 

Sunday, March 18 

  8:00 .................................................................. Church Council (Conference Room) 
  9:00 ............................................................... 5th/6th Grade Discipleship (Room 305) 
  9:15 ....................................................... Sunday School/Worship 101 (Classrooms) 
10:30 ............................................................... Worship/Heritage Sunday (Sanctuary) 
11:35 ........................ Investing in the Future Task Force Listening Session (Lounge) 
  5:00 ........................................... Sunday Night Live (Gym/Lounge/Chapel/3rd Floor) 

Monday, March 19 
11:45 .............................................................. Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
  6:30 .................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  8:00 ................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 

Tuesday, March 20 
  8:00 .......................................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
10:00 ...................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
11:00 ............................................................................ Bible Workbench (Room 209) 
  3:00 ......................................................................................... Training (Broach Hall) 
  4:15 .................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  5:15 ........................................................................... SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
  6:00 ............................................................................... Handbells (Handbell Room) 

Wednesday, March 21 

  6:30 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
  9:30 ............................................................................................... Yoga (Room 114) 
12:00 ............................ Elizabeth Communities of Faith Lenten Service (Sanctuary) 
12:30 ....................................................................... ECOF Soup Lunch (Broach Hall) 
  6:00 ..................................................................... Membership Task Force (Lounge) 
  6:00 ............................................ Women of the Church Board meeting (Room 209) 
  6:00 ................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 
  7:15 ........................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, March 22 
  6:30 ..................................................... Investing in the Future Task Force (Lounge) 

Friday, March 23 

  5:00 .......................................................................... Room in the Inn (Lounge/Gym) 
  8:00 ................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 

Saturday, March 24 
  7:00 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
  8:00 ..................................... Metropolitan Music Ministries (Choir Room/Sanctuary) 
  9:30 ............................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 
12:00 ........................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge/Gym) 
   

Complete calendar online:   
www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

        

  St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Minister for Children & Their Families ........ Allison Benfield 
  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ..................... Kevin Gray 
 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Minister for Youth & Young Adults ................... Lee Gray 
 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Senior Minister .......................................... Dennis Foust 
 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ................... Jacquelyn McAbee 
 ext. 11 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           
Church Accountant ................................ Elaine Johnson 
  ejohnson@sjcharlotte.org 

Church Administrator ..............................Sandra Rogers 
 ext. 20 - srogers@sjcharlotte.org           
Graded Choirs Director ................................... Anna Ball 
Organist ....................................................... Noel Lance 
 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 
Weekday School Director ........................ Lydia Olmsted 
 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 

Custodians ........................... Chris Mullis, Debora Thon 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

 Dr. Joseph A. Gaines of Timmonsville, SC 
was called as the first pastor of St. John’s in 
1922. He served almost 7 years. 

 
  

Do you enjoy gardening? Have you considered the pleasure 
of working with the volunteers who keep the Memorial 
Garden looking inviting and welcoming? Volunteers take 
turns watching over the garden — pulling a few weeds, 
pruning plants as needed, planting fresh flowers seasonally, 
and making sure that plants are watered during the hot, dry 
months. The garden is a very special place, and perhaps you 
would find it a meaningful place to share a bit of your time 
and talents. Please call Kathy Bragg (704-896-7444) or 
Wanny Hogewood (704-966-4140) to learn more about this 
opportunity.  
 
 

VBS Registration Is Open!  
A Year in the Church:  

St. John's/St. Martins VBS 2018 
June 11-15 from 9 am-12 noon each day 

For children aged 4 - rising 6th Graders 
$15/Child  

 
We'll be learning about the life of Jesus as we walk  

through the seasons of the church year together with  
stories and art. We do have a maximum number of children 

we can care for at VBS, so don't wait to sign up!   
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