
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

PRELUDE                                                                              J. Noel Lance 

 

Words of Greeting Rev. Allison Benfield 
 

*Expression of Fellowship Congregation 

 

A Word About Today’s Worship Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

Prayer of Submission  Dr. Foust 
 

Call to Worship Rev. Benfield 
 
 

ONE VOICE: Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;            
ALL VOICES: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
ONE VOICE: Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  
ALL VOICES: Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 

or arrogant or rude.  
ONE VOICE: Love does not insist of its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful;             
ALL VOICES: Love never ends. 

 

*Hymn of Praise Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Chalice Hymnal No. 517, verses 1, 2 & 4 BEECHER 

 

Jesus, Thou Art All Compassion 
 

Reading of the Gospel          John 21:1-17  Jan Kerley 
 Cindy McIntyre, Trey Spence 
  

After these things Jesus showed 

himself again to the disciples by the 
Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 
himself in this way. Gathered there 
together were Simon Peter, Thomas 
called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 
others of his disciples. Simon Peter 
said to them, “I am going fishing.” 
They said to him, “We will go with 

you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just 
after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, 
“No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they 
had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said 
to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and 
though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they 

knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second 
time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him 
the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said 
to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  
 

ONE VOICE: This is the written word of God for the people of God. 
ALL VOICES: Thanks be to God! 

 

Song of Response                  

Peter Said, “I’m Going Fishing” ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette                                                     

Risen Christ, You send us fishing! God's great sea is everywhere. 

You have guided us in mission, You have given love to share. 
Through the years, our church has heard You, we have answered Your great call: 
"Cast your nets where I have told you. Bring my Word of love to all!" 
 

Silent Reflection 1 John 4:7-8, 11-12 from The Message 
 

My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from 

God. Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with 
God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first thing about God, 
because God is love—so you can’t know him if you don’t love. My dear, dear 
friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other. No one 
has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply within us, 
and his love becomes complete in us—perfect love!  

 

Song of Response                 
 

Lord, be with our congregation; by your Spirit, send us forth! 

May we care for Your creation; may we work for peace on earth. 
In our worship, in our giving, in our serving those in need, 
may we know, Lord; You are living, guiding us in ministry. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Kathy Spence, Deacon 
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 

 

OFFERTORY  Chancel Choir 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is Harry Rowe Shelley 
 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never.  

I nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul He leadeth;  
and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, but yet in love He sought me;  
and on His shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with Thee, dear Lord, beside me;  
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thy unction grace bestoweth;  
and oh, what transport of delight from Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days, Thy goodness faileth never;  
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise within Thy house forever. 
 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Visit Us with Thy Salvation 
 

Musical Reflection J. Kevin Gray 
 KAYE’S SONG 

You have called me from denial, Lord, and sent me forth to love; I will tend 

and feed Your sheep with Your purpose from above. Though I hid in shame 
and sorrow, Lord, You raised me up in hope, here I am, send me, here I am. “I 
will go into the darkness where Your people live in fear. I will speak of truth and 
charity so all of them can hear. If I go where You are sending me, You always 
will be near. Hear I am, sent by You, hear I am.” 

 

The Church at Prayer                             Rev. Benfield 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 

Prayer Concerns 
Joe Ehrenberger - Asbury; Camille Green, Polly Hull, Janie Kendrick,  

Elizabeth Laney, Laura McGuire, Brad Sifford & Carole Ann Simpson - home  
Sympathy to the family of Jack Bullard 

 

*Hymn  They’ll Know We Are Christians 

Chalice Hymnal No. 494, verses 1 & 4 ST. BRENDAN’S 

 

SERMON  Love, a Slippery Word‽ Dr. Foust   
 

Finish Then, Thy New Creation 
 

*Hymn of Discipleship                    You Have Called Me 
Chalice Hymnal No. 455 KAYE’S SONG 

 

*CELEBRATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Foust 
     & Announcements of Church Life 

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                   J. Noel Lance 
 

*Invites the congregation to stand. 
 



Announcements 

 
2018 Community & State Mission Offering 

Received $2,654 - This year, our gifts are set aside to impact lives locally in three 
ways: our efforts of peacebuilding through Habitat for Humanity; our partnership 
with Loaves and Fishes to feed our neighbors; and our partnership with North 
Carolina Cooperative Baptist Fellowship to expand efforts of ministry among college 
and university students in metro Charlotte.   

 
Memorial Service 

Today at 1:30 pm in the Chapel, we will gather to celebrate Jack Bullard's life and 
ministry with his wife of 65 years, Becky, and their children, John, Sara and Susan. A 
reception will follow in the Parlor. 

 
Open Table: Intergenerational Evenings with Purposeful Play 

To strengthen opportunities for our multiple generations 
to interact and learn from one another and play together, 
we are scheduling 6 Wednesday evenings per year. Our 
first OPEN TABLE last Wednesday had approximately 
70 people in attendance. Our next one will be on 
Wednesday, May 23. Please email or call Jacquelyn 
McAbee in the church office to make your reservation  
(jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org or 704.333.5428, ext. 11). Meal costs will be $10/adults 
and $6/child under 12 with a maximum of $30 per household. Dinner will be served 
beginning at 5:50 and will continue to be served until 6:30. We will gather in Broach 
Hall and dismiss by 7:00 pm. All generations will be together for this time as we enjoy 
intergenerational table games, storytelling, conversations, etc.   

 
VBS Volunteers Needed 

St. John's/St. Martins VBS 2018: A Year in the Church 
June 11-15 from 9 am-12 noon each day - For children aged 4 - rising 6th Graders 
$15/Child - We'll be learning about the life of Jesus as we walk through the seasons 
of the church year together with stories and art. To volunteer, contact Allison 
Benfield. VBS can’t happen without you! 

 
The St. John’s Pulpit  

This Spring, the St. John’s Pulpit will respond to the resurrection of Jesus and this 
new life we share in Christ. We will explore Adapting to God’s Light: New Ways 
of Seeing. The risen Christ offered new ways of seeing to Mary Magdalene, Cleopas, 
Didymus, Simon Peter and others in the early Jesus Movement. Like them, we are 
adapting to God’s light revealed through an empty tomb.  

 

May  

  6: Why Church, Why‽  Matthew 28:18-20 

13: Home Making‽ Joshua 24 and John 6 

20: Winds of Change‽ Acts 2:1-11 

27: Legacy Living‽ 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

Youth 

• April 29 - Sunday Night Live 5:00-7:30.  

• May 6 – Youth Banquet 5:00-8:00 pm - Come dressed as any villain of your 
choice - pirate, Viking, rogue, or get creative in who you consider to be a villain. 
We will have blow-up sumo suits and wrestling mat, as well as an inflatable 
pedestal joust. 

• May 13 – No Youth activities (Mother’s Day) 

• May 20 – Paintball after church until 4:00 pm 
 

 

 
Copies of worship bulletins are available on the 

St. John’s website: stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 - www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
May 6 – Sixth Sunday in Eastertide 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
Sermon Series: Adapting to God’s Light: New Ways of Seeing 

Sermon: Why Church, Why‽   
Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20 

 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday, April 29   8:00 am Church Council (Conference Room) 

   9:15 am Sunday School (Classrooms) 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
   1:30 pm Memorial Service (Chapel) 
   5:00 pm Sunday Night Live (Gym/Lounge/3rd Floor) 
Monday, April 30 11:45 am Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
   5:15 pm SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
   6:30 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Tuesday, May 1   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
   9:00 am Staff planning (Room 222) 
 11:00 am Bible Workbench (Room 209) 
   4:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
   6:00 pm  Memory Center Charlotte (Broach Hall) 
Wed., May 2   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   9:00 am Staff planning (Room 222) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm Handbells (Handbell Room) 
   6:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm Personnel Resource Team (Conference Room) 
   6:30 pm Charlotte Nets AAU (Gym) 
   7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Thurs., May 3   9:00 am Unity Coalition (Lounge) 
   6:15 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas (Sanctuary) 
Friday, May 4   8:00 pm AA (Room 114) 
Saturday, May 5   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
   9:30 am Kids Basketball (Gym) 
   5:00 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas concert (Sanctuary) 
    6:00 pm Young Voices of the Carolinas dinner (Broach Hall) 

 

Have you included St. John’s in your estate planning? 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back of 
the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you 
and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding 

the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 
 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 

Minister for Children and Their Families ...................................... Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music ................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ........................................................ Rev. Lee Gray 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Dr. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................................ Jacquelyn McAbee 
Church Accountant ....................................................................................... Elaine Johnson 
Church Administrator .................................................................................... Sandra Rogers 
Custodians ......................................................... Chris Mullis, Sonny Ross, Debora Thon  
Graded Choirs Director ......................................................................................... Anna Ball 
Organist .............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Weekday School Director ............................................................................. Lydia Olmsted 

 
The Worship of God 

 

 
 

       
Fifth Sunday in Eastertide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

 
 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/
http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

