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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sermon Series: 
Stories That Help Us Grow - 
“For the Bible Tells Us So” 

 

Sunday, July 22 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Proclaimer: 
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD  

 

Sermon: 
 Tethered Living 

 

Scripture: 
Psalm 23 

John 10:11-15 
Luke 15:3-7 

2018 Global  Mission Offering 
The Nyarweng Primary School, South Sudan 

Goal - $15,000—Received $8,990 
 

During this year’s offering, we are hoping to raise 
$15,000 (send checks to St. John’s and write “The 
Nyarweng School” on the memo line) by the end of 
August. St. John’s ministry to The Nyarweng Primary 
School began in 2008 when Lubo (one of the Lost 
Boys of Sudan who was resettled to Charlotte), then 

age 25, returned to his village for the first time since fleeing at the age of 8. Amidst 
the sadness, he found a hopeful people, holding classes in the shade of trees or in 
makeshift temporary structures. When asked what they most wanted, the village 
leaders answered, “We want a better life for our children. We want education. We 
want our own school.”   
 

When Lubo relayed his message to his friends in Charlotte, the dream took root. In 
partnership with Mothering Across Continents, the fundraising began in earnest in 
2011. In March 2013, the school was completed and about 85 students attended the 
first year. In this current year, 478 students from ages 5 to 14 are attending.   
 

We also want to send a backpack to Nyarweng full of good will in the form of letters 
and art. Members of all ages are asked to address the letters to a young or older child 
or to a teacher or parent. Share a piece of yourselves in your letter (see letter starters 
below) and perhaps even a picture of your family. What unites us – our love of God, 
hope for our children, and appreciation of a dependable friend - is far greater than 
what separates us. Remember that these people have heard of you and St. John’s, 
and they pray for you when they worship on Sundays in the school.  

To a child: I am praying today for you to . . .  
 

To a teacher: I am grateful for your commitment to . . .  
 
 
 
St. John’s will host the Pride Interfaith Service on Sunday, August 12, at 4 pm. This 
service will contain music, prayers, and proclamations of many of the world’s 
religions. The service will also include a community-based music component. 
Kevin has been meeting with a multitude of civic and church choirs throughout the 
city of Charlotte, and he has had some level of commitment 
from Carolina Voices, VOX, Caldwell Presbyterian and Water 
Shed churches. Hopefully the list will continue to grow. 
 

The 2018 Charlotte Pride Festival is Saturday-Sunday, August 
18-19, with the 2018 Bank of America Charlotte Pride Parade 
starting at 1 pm on Sunday, August 19. If you would like to 
volunteer to do more than march in the parade, e-mail Todd 
Stillerman at stillerman@gmail.com or text Mattie Stillerman at 
704-362-6743. Watch for more details in next week’s edition. 
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Thank you for the 
opportunity to travel 
to Zurich to the 
Baptist World 
Alliance’s Annual 
Gathering! I’ll do my 
best to briefly share 
about my time 
there, although 
trying to condense 
a week’s worth of 

meetings, conversations, and experiences into a short 
article is going to be a challenge. 
 

This trip was my first experience with the BWA, so I 
wasn’t really sure what to expect. The day before the 
gathering officially began, I went with a group to the 
Anabaptist Cave just outside of Wappenswil. I didn’t 
know anyone at the beginning of our excursion, but after 
a bus ride, a hike, and a worship service, I returned with 
new friends from all over the world and an invitation to 
come visit Singapore.  
 

The gathering was filled with meetings and 
conversations. I serve on the Commission on Christian 
Education and Nurture, and our conversations at this 
gathering centered around ministry to and with young 
adults. As the only young adult present on my 
commission, I was able to offer a different perspective 
and challenge the thinking of the other members of my 
commission. I was also the only female from my 
commission present and the only theologically 
progressive person present—I did a lot of respectful 
challenging on those fronts, too. Our conversations were 
good ones, and I appreciated hearing perspectives and 
learning about cultural contexts from all over the world. 
Many of the other meetings I attended focused on 
issues of religious freedom and persecution around the 
world. I heard the stories of a refugee from North Korea 
and a refugee from Afghanistan and heard from 
churches helping refugees in Europe. The stories and 
statistics that were shared were a humbling reminder 
that we, as Americans, know very little about many 
situations around the world. 
 

I also made new friends over our daily coffee breaks and 
meals. Would it really be a Baptist gathering if there 
wasn’t food? I hope to be able to stay in contact with 
many of the people I met there because they are doing 
some seriously cool things in the world. 
 

I’m sure this brief article doesn’t give you as much 
information as you might like about my adventures, so 
I’m very happy to answer your questions when I see 
you. We can also grab lunch, dinner, or coffee if you’d 
like to hear even more about my travels. 
 

Once again, thank you for the gift of time and resources 
that made it possible for me to attend this gathering. I 
hope to be able to represent you at future BWA 
meetings, too. 
 

Allison 

 Youth News from Lee 

Upcoming Youth Events  
July 23-28 – Unidiversity Youth Summer Camp  
All participants should meet at church at 9:00 am on 
Monday, July 23. We will return at 3:00 pm on Saturday, 
July 28. Please turn in your $300 check payable to St. 
John's. All the details are in e-mail sent to participants. 
 

August 11-14 – Middle School Local Mission Trip - 
Schedule was sent out Wednesday, July 10. Adults are 
reminded to reply to that email to sign up for projects that 
they can help lead. 
August 19 – Pride Parade after worship at 1:00 pm  
August 31 – September 2 – High School Fall Retreat 
to Savannah, GA – More information will be 
forthcoming, but reservations have been made at New 
Ebenezer Retreat Center in Rincon, GA (just outside 
Savannah). Please mark your calendars. 
June 15-22, 2019 – High School Mission Trip to 
Puerto Rico –  If you have made a commitment to go, 
please mail your $100 deposit check (payable to “St. 
John’s” with “Puerto Rico Mission Trip” in the memo line) 
by the end of July. 

 

From Allison 

Sundays, June 10-August 19 
Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room 
during Worship Hour only (10:15-11:30). You and your 
child(ren) are welcome to join us for Summer Sunday 
School. 
PreK/K: This class will be cared for in the room next to 
the Nursery during the Worship Hour only (10:15-11:30). 
You and your child(ren) are welcome to join us for 
Summer Sunday School. 
Grades 1-5: From 9:15-10:20 they will participate in 
Summer Sunday School. 1st-5th Graders will join their 
families for worship. 
 

Promotion Sunday 
Mark your calendars! Promotion Sunday will be August 
26. The 6

th 
Graders will get their Bibles and promote to 

youth, Formation Classes will begin again, and we'll have 
a parent's meeting to discuss the upcoming year. During 
worship, the 2

nd 
Graders will receive their Bibles.  

 
Upcoming Games:  
All games will be played at 
Providence Baptist Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. 
 

Tues 7/17 6:00 pm vs PBC Red 
Thurs 7/19 6:00 pm vs Hawthorne  
     Lane 
Tues 7/24 6:00 pm vs St. Martin’s 
Thurs 7/26 6:00 pm vs St. Gabriel 
Tournament will start 7/30 (if make-ups are finished) 
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Naturalization Workshop  
 

On July 14, St. John's Baptist Church 
hosted a naturalization workshop for 
lawful permanent residents of the 
Charlotte community. Sponsored by 
the Latin American Coalition of 
Charlotte, the workshop provided 
assistance with N400 forms and fee 
waivers for individuals seeking U.S. 
citizenship. Volunteers from the Bank 
of America Legal Department and St. 
John's worked together to provide 
assistance to clients in three 

ways: (1) a hospitality team led by Beverley Hester and 
Nina Phillips greeted clients and volunteers and provided 
food and conversation; (2) a team of trained volunteers 
(which included Kenn & Joanne Compton, Tom Blackmon, 
Ken Hungate, Patti Klein and Brett Marshall) helped clients 
complete the complex N400 forms on computers; and (3) a 
team of attorneys (including Joe Millsaps) interviewed the 
clients and provided a final legal review of the paperwork. 
Volunteers also assessed 
whether clients qualified for fee 
waivers or subsidies – the N400 
application fee is $750, which is 
quite a burden for many 
applicants. By the end of the 
workshop, 18 of our new friends 
had completed their forms and 
were a large step closer to 
citizenship! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Building Sabbath 
 

Our annual “building sabbath” is scheduled for the weeks of   
July 30-August 5 (second & third floors) and August 6-10 
(first floor/outside). 

 
This is a time when most weekday and evening meetings at 
the church are cancelled or rescheduled so that needed 
maintenance can be done. Some entrances may be closed 
for a few hours or more. If you come to the church during 
those weeks, you may be directed to use an alternate 
entrance into the church. Thank you for being flexible 
during this time! 



Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 
Joe Ehrenberger - Asbury; Martha Brown, Nancy 
Burgess, Genice Harper, Johnnie Morcock, Gene 
Poole, Brad Sifford, Carole Ann Simpson & Dee 
Turner - home 
 

Sunday, July 22 
Deacons:  David Allen, Linda Balentine, Jason 
Benton, Jordan Benton, Lynn Bishop, Maggie 
Bond, Leslie Bragg, Randy Brantley, Stan Brown, 
Minh Callaway 
Tellers: Matt Collins, Tim Gibson 
Greeters: Main-Ed Turner, Bobby Furr; 5th St.-
Linda Kerley, Susan King; Broach Hall-Ashley 
Hogewood; Elevator- Marvin Carter 
Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 
Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Susan King 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 
Week of July 9-15: $26,472 
Income through July 15: $472,632 
2018 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,135,000 
 

Ministers on Call: 
July 16-22: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 
July 23-29: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234 
 

 

Save the Date! 
Open Table: 

Intergenerational 
Evenings with 

Purposeful Play 
Wednesday, August 22 

5:45 - 7:00 pm  
 

 

Calendar: July 22 - 28 
 

Sunday, July 22 

  8:30 .................................... Architectural Selection Task Force (Conference Room) 
  9:15 .......................................... Summer Sunday School (Lasater Hall/Classrooms) 
10:30 ........................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 

Monday, July 23 

  9:30 ........................................................................ Mental Health America (Lounge) 
  2:00 ...................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
  8:00 ................................................................................................. AA (Lasater Hall) 

Tuesday, July 24 
  7:00 ........................................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
  5:15 ........................................................................... SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
  6:30 ........................................................................ Leadership Task Force (Lounge) 

Wednesday, July 25 

  6:30 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 
  6:00 ........................................................ Personnel Task Force (Conference Room) 
  6:00 ................................................................................................. AA (Lasater Hall) 

Friday, July 27 

  8:00 ................................................................................................. AA (Lasater Hall) 

Saturday, July 28 
  7:00 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
10:00 ....................................................Communion Task Force (Conference Room ) 
     

Complete calendar online:   
www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

        

  St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Minister for Children & Their Families ........ Allison Benfield 
  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music ..................... Kevin Gray 
 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Minister for Youth & Young Adults ................... Lee Gray 
 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Senior Minister .......................................... Dennis Foust 
 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Church Administrator ....................... Jacquelyn McAbee 
 ext. 11 or 20 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           
Custodians ...... Chris Mullis, Sonny Ross, Debora Thon 
Graded Choirs Director ................................... Anna Ball 
Organist ....................................................... Noel Lance 
 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 
Weekday School Director ........................ Lydia Olmsted 
 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

 The church had a parsonage at 226 
Colville Road until it was sold in 1966. Dr. 
Broach purchased a home for himself.  
 
 
 

Let’s Plan a Party! 
 

It is hard to believe that in less 
than 4 years, St. John’s  
will be 100 years old.  
If you are interested in  

helping plan our celebration  
by being a member of the 
Heritage Resource Team,  

please contact  
Fredda Kimball or Jacquelyn 
McAbee in the church office. 

 
 

Upper Room Devotionals: 
If you picked up a recent copy of the July/August edition and 
are missing some pages, please stop by the church to pick 
up one of replacement copies that we received with all the 
pages in the correct order.  
 
 

Search for New Administrative Assistant:  
Our Personnel Resource Team is receiving resumes for 
Administrative Assistant. As Jacquelyn McAbee has 
transitioned to become our Church Administrator, the 
position of Administrative Assistant now becomes available. 
This position serves as the primary office administration 
support role for the church staff, pastoral deacons and 
ministry deacons while also coordinating most of the 
church’s communications and publications. Resumes and 
cover letters should be emailed to jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org 
prior to August 1. 
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