
 

 St. John’s Baptist Church 2018 Deacon Election 
Sunday, August 26, 2018, 10:30 am 

 
Absentee Ballots are available in the church office for anyone who is unable to be present on the 26th. 

Absentee Ballots must be returned to the church by Sunday, August 19th.  
This year’s slate of nominees is shown below. 

 

Allene Cooley 
Member of St. John’s – 27 years 
Sunday School Class: Seekers 
Current Activities/Service: Member Seekers Sunday School Class almost 28 years; intermittent Monday 
Morning Book Group  
Past Service: Youth and Children Sunday School Teacher; Chair Youth Committee; Volunteer: Youth 
Mission Trips, Room in the Inn, Church Mice 
Spiritual Journey: St John's has given me the great privilege of wrestling with my faith. I have learned 
the value of listening to and asking the questions. Faith, for me, lives in the questions. As an adult, my 
understanding of the Bible has moved beyond its familiar stories through intensive study in the Seekers 
Class and numerous St John's study and learning experiences, to a more dynamic understanding, 
moving me forward, hopefully, to a more loving, accepting understanding of God's calling. 
Vision for St. John’s: St John's has a legacy of open thinking and open hearts. We have been on the 
forefront of reaching out to those who have been "othered" by our own misunderstandings as well as the 
attitudes of our society. St John's was there for "racial othering," "gender othering," and "sexual 
orientation othering." We have more work to do. Others we do not see have mental illness and disability, 
criminal history, abuse history, and immigration challenges. I would like St John's to continue to have the 
reputation as the church that connects all people to the living God. We will not be able to meet all these 
challenges, but to choose our focus is important. 
Other Comments: This freedom of thought and questioning, in youth and adult church life, is what 
attracted our family to St John's years ago. And it is what sustains us still. How will we let out neighbors 
know who we are? How will we let out neighborhood know who we are? These are some of the questions 
that I would like to participate in addressing for this time of great challenge. 
 

Lydia Eden Farnsworth 
Member of St. John’s – 22 years 
Sunday School Class: Longtime member of Friendship/Durden/Unity Class; my husband and I are 
currently visiting several classes to determine where we can best learn and serve. 
Current Activities/Service:  Choir member and several resource teams and task forces: Sunday School 
teacher/leader, Women of the Church, Choir, Ministry Areas 
Past service: Acteens Associational Representative and co-leader of worship at an inpatient drug and 
alcohol rehab facility (as a teenager). Childrens choir assistant, GA/Acteens Leader, devotional chair for 
Women on Mission 2, pastoral deacon, Church Council, secretary of pastoral deacons, choir member, 
teaching team for Friendship/Durden/Unity Class, substitute teacher for other classes, comfort cards 
Spiritual Journey: Growing up in a pastor’s home meant that I was basically in church every time the 
doors were opened, but I came to realize that finding my own walk with my Lord and Savior was a 
separate journey from the opportunities provided to me by my nuclear family and church. I learned that 
faith is not inherited but can only be found for oneself. Also, growing up in a family touched by mental 
illness led to challenges I could only face with the presence and help of the Holy Spirit. I have found that 
salvation is not a one-time experience, but a daily and continuous journey of discovery, growth, prayer 
and recommitment. St. John’s has helped me to grow by pushing me out of my comfort zone and 
challenging me to take on ministry opportunities I never anticipated. I strive each and every day to be the 
best Lydia I can be and to grow in wisdom, stature and favor with my Lord and with all those with whom I 
come into contact. 
Vision for St. John’s: It is my hope and prayer that St. John’s would continue to be the loving, 
welcoming, learning, serving, worshipping family it has been. That we would come to know even more 
deeply what being actively faithful and faithfully active means in the life of the family that is St. John’s and 
in our own individual lives. That we would continue to grow by bringing in young families who intend to 
become actively involved in St. Johns, leading to stability and longevity. That we would always love and 
support our equipping ministers. That St. John’s will seek to grow in its ability to balance its in-reach with 
its outreach. That we would come to understand that worship and education and care for the family 
(ministry in the family gathered) is equally important as the service we are called to do (ministry in the 
family scattered).  



 

Other Comments: I am flattered and honored to have been asked to serve again as a pastoral deacon 
and will do everything in my power and in the power the Father gives me to meet the demands, 
expectations and duties required. 
 

Tim Gibson 
Member of St. John’s – 2 years 
Current Activities/Service:  Membership Resource Team, Choir, Teller 
Past service: Choir, Church Council 
Spiritual Journey: Having been raised in the Baptist church, much about St. John’s was like a return 
home after being Methodist and Lutheran for much of my adult life. The progressive theology, evident 
social consciousness, and quality of the music was a definite draw for me. From my first night of choir 
practice, I sensed the joy of Christian living through the members of St. John’s as grace-filled members of 
the body of Christ. 
Vision for St. John’s: I pray that in the coming years, St. John’s will continue to be actively faithful to our 
Church Covenant through worship and other Christian growth opportunities that equip our members to 
live with a spiritual abundance even in the most difficult times. May we be filled with excitement about the 
possibilities of what this unique church can be to the surrounding community and the city of Charlotte.  
 

Clara Howell 
Member of St. John’s – 15 years 
Sunday School Class: Genesis  
Current Activities/Service: Leadership Task Force, 1st-3rd Grade Sunday School Teacher, Sunday 
Night Youth Small Group Leader, Liaison to Charlotte Family Housing, Young Adult Activities 
Past service: Participation in Children’s and Youth Ministries (2001-2011), Missions Activities with youth 
group 
Spiritual Journey: I grew up in St. John’s and in a household of ministers and was baptized as a youth at 
St. John’s by Martha Kearse. Through my participation in ministries at St. John’s, I felt and explored a 
calling to work with children and youth which I then followed into study and my career. I have been 
motivated through leaders around me in the congregation and see my faith manifested in my actions and 
service. 
Vision for St. John’s: I would love to see St. John’s continue to grow as a progressive leader that 
challenges itself to be more in tune with the needs of the communities around us and to reflect the 
diversity and richness of the community of Charlotte.  
 

James Laney 
Member of St. John’s – 31 years 
Sunday School Class: Holy Grounds 
Current Activities/Service: Choir, Teller, Charlotte Family Housing, Uptown Men’s Shelter, Room in the 
Inn, Endowment Resource Team, Technology Resource Team, CROP Hunger Walk 
Past service: Finance Resource Team, Personnel Resource Team, Greeter, Habitat crew, youth mission 
trips 
Spiritual Journey: St. John’s has nurtured me and helped me focus on my purpose in God’s kingdom. 
Thanks to St. John’s commitment to being a Servant Church, I have been afforded numerous 
opportunities to serve our community, often in ways which would not have been possible without support 
from the church. St. John’s also nurtures my spiritual life through interaction with members of our church 
and others in the community. 
Vision for St. John’s: I would like St. John’s to further develop into the place where all people and ideas 
are welcomed, where all are loved just as they are by Christ and by us, and where our faith is the 
foundation for our actions for the betterment of our community.  
 

Elizabeth (Libby) LeVie 
Member of St. John’s – 3 years 
Sunday School Class: Pathfinders 
Current Activities/Service: Room in the Inn, various Sunday School functions, Senior Adult Christmas 
Dinner 
Past Service: Mission trips and other activities at First United Methodist Church in Princeton, IN, as a 
youth and young adult 
Spiritual Journey: God calls us to not only worship him but to serve him. This invitation to serve as a 
pastoral deacon is a way to grow; to learn more deeply about the people of the church and the functions 



 

of the church. So many good people have preceded me and they deserve my personal investment to 
continue their vision of St. John’s. 
Vision for St. John’s: I strongly believe in the message that St. John’s conveys to our community. There 
is a joy to the way that our Christian living expresses itself in our life and we have so many good people 
to carry that message to others. I want us to be firmly planted in Charlotte for generations to come so that 
we can be that spiritual connection in this chaotic world. 
Other comments: My husband and I have a deep love for the leadership and congregation of St. John’s. 
I would be glad to serve. 

 
Randolph (Randy) Mahnesmith 
Member of St. John’s – 3 years 
Sunday School Class: McLeod-Brown  
Current Activities/Service:  Choir, Stewardship, Safety and Security Task Force 
Past service: First Baptist, Waynesboro, VA: choir, stewardship, deacon; University Baptist, 
Charlottesville, VA: deacon, choir 
Spiritual Journey: I was raised in northern Indiana in a Christian home and committed to Christ at 10 
years old. I was involved with Youth for Christ and Campus Crusade and have continued a close 
relationship with Christ through my life’s journey, with the occasional episodes of estrangement that the 
vagaries of existence thrust upon us. 
Vision for St. John’s: I want to see St. John’s grow our congregation, promote the love of Christ in our 
community, acceptance, tolerance and support to all regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, etc. 
 

Gary McFarland 
Member of St. John’s – 52 years 
Sunday School Class: McCleod-Brown  
Past service: Deacon, several church committees, Sunday School teacher. 
Spiritual Journey: My learning about God began with family and St. John’s. Although I have learned 
about God from many places, people and experiences through life, the roots of how to do that were laid 
here at St. John’s. This is church home. I learned to trust God and to slow down and listen to him. 
Hopefully, I continue to grow toward being faithful, sensing, thinking. SJBC is an integral part of this 
journey. 
Vision for St. John’s: I pray St. John’s continues to lead the community and individuals to live out their 
faith by being accepting, by serving, by allowing their faith to lead them in all areas of this life.  
 

Charles (Hank) Packman 
Member of St. John’s – 20 years 
Sunday School Class: Seekers  
Current Activities/Service:  Sunday School teacher, choir 
Past service: Deacon (chair), Leadership Committee (chair), Endowment Task Force. 
Spiritual Journey: God led Dana and me to St. John’s 20 years ago. We grew more in our faith since 
then than we had in all the preceding years. 
Vision for St. John’s: I want St. John’s to be here another 100 years from now, as a beacon at the 
corner of Fifth and Hawthorne. Charlotte and the Elizabeth neighborhood need our message of God’s 
love.  
 

Greg Rodden 
Member of St. John’s – 14 years 
Sunday School Class: Adventure  
Current Activities/Service: Middle/High School Youth Sunday School Teacher with wife Shannon; 
Room in the Inn 
Past service: Ministerial deacon, House and Grounds 
Spiritual Journey: With me growing up in a “traditional” Baptist church and my wife, Shannon, raised in a 
Unitarian church, we were searching for a church home that we could both enjoy in Elizabeth, where 
we’ve lived since 2002. We first visited on Youth Sunday in 2002 and were hooked. We’ve attended ever 
since. 
Vision for St. John’s: To continue being a welcoming place for all to enjoy and to continue to grow by 
attracting both young and old adults and young families. I’m honored to have this opportunity to serve.  
 



 

Judy Sanford 
Member of St. John’s – 26 years 
Sunday School Class: Didymus  
Current Activities/Service:  Didymus Co-Chair of Communications, Soul Sisters Book Study, St. John’s 
Riverside Bible Study, Women of the Church 
Past service: Pastoral deacon, children’s choir leader (20 years), Chancel Choir, Interim Pastor Search 
Committee, Senior Pastor Search Committee, Chair of Weekday School Board, Nursery worker, Women 
of the Church Spiritual Growth and Women’s Retreat committees and other church committees, including 
Music, Organ, Family Life and Children. 
Spiritual Journey: Because of family moves, I have joined St. John’s three times. Each time, I felt I was 
coming home to the best church anywhere. St. John’s encourages me on my Spiritual journey, always 
allowing me to be myself. 
Vision for St. John’s: I pray we are able to attract and keep young families in our church. I pray our 
building can be used for community and neighborhood activities. I pray our sanctuary can be used for 
choral and cultural events. I pray we can maintain a strong youth and young adult program. I pray we are 
able to care for our senior citizens.  
 

Donna Scott 
Member of St. John’s – 5 years 
Sunday School Class: McLeod-Brown  
Current Activities/Service:  Adult Choir, Women of the Church, Homelessness and Hunger Teams 
Past service: Previous churches – Sunday School member, youth Sunday School teacher, VBS 
volunteer and various committees: interim search, finance, greeters, personnel, building committee, Wake 
Interfaith Hospitality Network (Homelessness Housing), children’s choirs, adult Sunday School, adult 
choirs/praise team 
Spiritual Journey: I have been involved in church my whole life, and have come to view the concept of 
church family as critical in our age of mobility. I have been fortunate to be a part of six supportive 
congregations who have educated me, included me, enlisted me and inspired me. St. John’s welcomed 
us well into this family and has given me new opportunities to live a life of faith in action, for which I am 
grateful. 
Vision for St. John’s: I pray that St. John’s will continue to discern the best paths on which to 
demonstrate the love of God to our neighbors far away and close at home.  
 

Jean Thompson 
Member of St. John’s – 6 years 
Sunday School Class: Holy Grounds 
Current Activities/Service:  Teacher, Monday book study group 
Past Service: Teacher, missions group, deacon 
Spiritual Journey: I was saved when I was 9 years old and active in youth study group and youth 
activities. After I was married, I served on the Home Mission Board in ministry with national Baptists and 
with Baptists in the Bahama Islands. 
Vision for St. John’s: For each person connected with our church to love Christ more and know him 
better.  
 

Keith Towery 
Member of St. John’s – 3 years 
Sunday School Class: Beacon 
Current Activities/Service:  Beacon Sunday School teacher, Homelessness Resource Team, Reading 
Between the Lines Bible Study 
Spiritual Journey: My journey includes seeking to be a Christian changemaker in the Charlotte 
community with an affirming church. It is important that our differences do not separate us, but serve to 
increase our understanding. 
Vision for St. John’s: For St. John’s to continue to be an actively faithful and faithfully active church.  
 

Kathy Turner 
Member of St. John’s – 3 years 
Sunday School Class: Pathfinders 
Current Activities/Service: Spiritual Formation Resource Team 
Past Service: Teacher Joy Sunday School class 



 

Nancy D. Wilson 
Member of St. John’s – 13 years 
Sunday School Class: Joy 
Current Activities/Service:  Sunday School, Worship, Women of the Church-Secretary, Safety and 
Security Task Force, Sandwich Ministry, Church Office Volunteer, Joy Class Recorder-Newsletter, 
Weekday School Board; Chair of Hospitality Action Group 
Past Service: Budget Review Committee, Joy Class President, Associate Deacon Chair, Room in the 
Inn, Vacation Bible school, Church Council chair, Deacon, Personnel Resource Team (Secretary, Vice 
Chair, Chair), Minister of Music Search Team 
Spiritual Journey: I was fortunate to find St. John’s many years ago when I was in search of a church 
where I would feel a sense of “home.” The members of the church, and especially the Joy Class, gave me 
a new “home.” At St. John’s, I worship a God of acceptance and love. I feel blessed to have found such 
supportive and caring Christian fellowship. 
Vision for St. John’s: I pray that St. John’s will continue to be guided by the words of its covenant. If it 
does that each and every day, it will continue to offer support, love, fellowship, and guidance for many 
generations to come.  
 

Wesley Watts 
Member of St. John’s –2 years 
Sunday School Class: Genesis 
Current Activities/Service:  Adult Choir 
Past Service: I have served as director of music and youth ministries for 15 years at churches in the 
greater Charlotte area. 
Spiritual Journey: As the son of a Baptist pastor, Christian service and ministry has always been an 
integral part of my life and the life of my family. I was baptized when I was 10 years old and have been 
actively involved in the ministries and activities of the church, both as a congregant and also in vocational 
ministry. I came to St. John's three years ago as I was searching for a church family in Charlotte. I was 
immediately drawn to the warm fellowship of your members, the commitment to offering your very best 
efforts in worship and music, and your dedication to welcoming and ministering to all people within our 
diverse community. I'm proud to call St. John's my church home. 
Vision for St. John’s: My prayer is that St. John's will continue to be the relevant and courageous voice 
in Charlotte it has been since its foundation, demonstrating the love of Christ as we do our best to serve 
the social and spiritual needs of our community and world. 

 


