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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, September 23 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proclaimer 
Dr. Norris Frederick 

Sermon Series 
Actively Faithful, Faithfully Active 

Living 

Sermon Title 
Too Hot, Too Cold, and Just 
Right:  Finding The Mean” 

Scripture 
James 3:1-14 

 
 
 

 

Dr. Norris Frederick will preach this Sunday from the St. 
John’s pulpit. He is a member of St. John’s and is James 
A. Jones Chair of Philosophy and Religion at Queens 
University in Charlotte. He enjoys teaching ethics, 
philosophy of religion, and philosophy as a way of life, 
including existentialism and pragmatism. Dr. Frederick 
publishes a philosophy blog, Philosophy for Living Today. 
He has been a National Endowment for the Humanities 
Fellow at UCLA, where he studied linguistics. He is a past 

board member of the Bioethics Resource Group, which worked to educate 
professionals and the general public on health care issues, and the Ethics Committee 
at Hospice of Charlotte. He is a frequent presenter to the public on topics related to 
ethics, religion, and society. We are excited to welcome him into the pulpit and look 
forward to his message: Too Hot, Too Cold, and Just Right: Finding the Mean, 
focusing upon James 3:1-14. 

 
 

Wednesday, September 26 
 

Our St. John’s Covenant reads, “We will love and  
encourage each other in the family of the church…”  

 

Our next Open Table is scheduled for Wednesday, September 26. We will engage 
in a variety of activities such as writing letters to South Sudan, accessing St. 
John’s technology and social media presence, and playing “Name That Tune” with 
Kevin! There will certainly be something in which everyone can participate. The 
menu includes: roasted chicken, sautéed vegetables, rice, and dessert. Meal costs 
will be $10/adults and $6/child under 12 with a maximum of $30 per household. 
Dinner will be served beginning at 5:50 and will continue to be served until 6:30. 
We will gather in Broach Hall and dismiss by 7:00 pm. All generations will be to-
gether for this time together. The deadline to sign up is this Friday at 12:30. 

This Sunday in the Pulpit 

Joint Deacons’ Meeting on Saturday, September 22 

9:00 am—11:30 am in Broach Hall 

We will host the deacons of Friendship Missionary Baptist, Providence Baptist, and 
Reeder Memorial Baptist Churches. Please come and help host these other dea-
cons as we explore how our congregations may collaborate for better inter-racial 
understanding in our beloved Charlotte. All deacons—past, present, life, emeritus—
are invited to attend. 

Open Table 

https://philosophyforlivingtoday.org/
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Sunday, September 23 

Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room during For-
mation Hour and Worship Hour. 
PreK/K: This class will be cared for in their classroom during For-
mation Hour and Worship Hour. They will learn about how God 
kept Noah and the animals safe in the ark. 
Grades 1-3: From 9:15-10 they will have Formation Class where 
they will learn about how God's people needed the help of Judges 
like Deborah. From 10-10:20 they will have Grace Notes with Miss 
Anna. 1st-3rd Graders will have Godly Play during worship. You 
can pick your child up in Room 221 after worship. 
Grades 4-5: From 9:15-10 they will have Formation Class where 
they will learn about how God's people needed the help of Judges 
like Deborah. From 10-10:20 they will have Grace Notes with Miss 
Anna. They will join their families for worship. 
 

Parent Seminar 

Why won't my child sit still in worship? Is it really beneficial for them 
to be there? Do I let my child have Communion? On October 7 
during the Sunday School hour, we will gather and talk about these 
questions and other ways you as parents/caregivers can be sup-
portive of your children as they learn to worship. I'll have some tips 
prepared for you, and there will be plenty of time for you to share 
your questions and concerns. As we brainstorm and talk together, 
we'll become better worship coaches for our children. 

 
Children's Sunday 
On November 4, our children will be leading us in worship. Your 
regular attendance during September and October will help us be 
ready for this special Sunday. Please plan on being here that  
Sunday and on the Sundays leading up to it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricane (Tropical Storm, Tropical Depression) Florence 

has brought tragedy, havoc, suffering, destruction, death, 

grief, trauma, stress, etc. to our beloved Carolinas in this 

past week. A week later, rivers continue to rise and sewage 

floats into residences and businesses after more than 8-

trillion gallons of rain fell on North Carolina alone.  
 

Storms arrive in many forms to interrupt our lives. Stories 

amidst the storm reminded us of people who were already 

living through life-storms; Florence further complicated their 

ongoing struggles. People who were scheduled for  

chemotherapy had to miss their scheduled treatments result-

ing in unknown repercussions. Individuals of all ages living in 

care facilities had to be evacuated into shelters which are not 

equipped to handle special needs. Persons living in their 

own homes with assistance of life support devices such as 

oxygen tanks and home caregivers were scrambling to find 

necessary services. Those who are poor and weak are  

always affected more by storms than others. For these  

sisters and brothers in our human family, the space between 

them and calamity is constantly narrow.  
 

A few reflections occur to me which are practical for people 

of Actively Faithful Faithfully Active Living: 
 

• Let us be attentive to those in our existing circles of relation-

ships who are the most vulnerable amidst life’s-storms – even 

as we express tangible compassion for all who are troubled by 

this storm. 

• Let us give attention to the spiritual roots in our lives so we can 

stand strong in storms offering shelter and strength for others; 

for storms inevitably come to each of us. We do well to renew 

our understanding of what it means to be rooted in Jesus 

Christ. 

• Let us remember there is no such thing as private prayer. We 

can offer to God ‘personal’ prayers by praying by ourselves; but 

whenever we pray, we pray in relationship to the needs and 

potentialities of our local and global community. 

• Let us inspect our lives to see how we are doing bearing the 

fruit of the Spirit of God: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Please 

notice that ‘perfection’ is not on the list. Let us not be hindered 

by our lack of perfection. Our episodic failures or periodic faults 

are like imperfections on a piece of fruit; blemishes do not 

make the fruit garbage – they merely tell you this fruit was living 

in the world of worms, scratches, malformations, bruises, etc.   
 

Beloved, storms take many forms and each of us will 

be faced with ‘high winds’ and ‘rising waters’ in the 

future. Our rootedness in Jesus Christ is strengthened 

through our daily discipline of prayer and allows us to 

bear the fruit of God’s Spirit. Let us participate in the 

continuous conversion of Christ’s Church!  

 

Shalom, 

Dennis 

 

Prayer Focus: During September,  

we are especially focused on praying for our  

students, teachers and schools. 

From Allison 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events  
 

September 23– (Rescheduled date 
due to Hurricane Florence) Sun-
day Night kickoff at 5PM for both 
parents and youth at 5:00 pm in 
Broach Hall (please note the 
change in date) There will be a 
parents meeting component that 
evening (with youth directories and 
schedules handed out), but most of 
the evening will be youth and par-
ents playing, eating, and sharing 
together.  
 

October 21 – rescheduled date for Paintball after morning worship, 
now with St. Martin’s Youth 
 

Save the Date 
 

June 15-22, 2019 – High School Mission Trip to Puerto Rico  
 
July 22-27, 2019 – Unidiversity Summer Camp in Knoxville, TN 

Youth News from Lee 
Storms, Roots, Prayers, and Fruits 
From Dennis 
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On Sunday, October 7, World Commun-
ion Sunday, we will gather in Broach 
Hall immediately after worship service 
for a light lunch and a time to hear from 
James Lubo Majak in person about the 
development of the Nyarweng School in 
South Sudan. We will present to Lubo 
our Global Mission Offering and the 
messages we have prepared for him to 
deliver to the students, teachers, and 
families.  

Health Care for All: Dollars and Sense 

On behalf of Dr. George Bohmfalk, retired neurosurgeon, you are invit-
ed to an event at Caldwell Presbyterian Church at 1906 5th Street in 
Belk Hall on Monday October 29 from 7:00-8:30pm. During this time, 
you will be able to learn about health care systems and health care 
policies. If you would like to attend, please contact Zach Thomas at 
rzachthomas3@gmail.com or 704-340-0085 to reserve your spot. Res-
ervations must be made by October 26 with Zach Thomas.  

Brotherhood of  the Biscuit 
Friday, September 21 at 6:30 am in the Lounge 
and Friday, October 21 at 6:30 am next month 

Save the Date 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday September 30, 2018 at 6:00pm 
 
Metropolitan Music Ministries (MMM) has cordially  
invited St. John’s community to the 33rd annual celebra-
tion of music in worship on Sunday, September 30 at 
6:00pm at Providence Baptist Church on 4921 Randolph 
Road in Charlotte. The theme of the service is "Seven 
Gifts of Christ to Believers.” Pre-concert music begins at 
5:30pm. will be a reception following the service. For 
more extensive information visit 
www.metropolitanmusicministries.org or call 704-529-
1616 for the MMM office.  

Metropolitan Music  
Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many of you know that St. John’s has a Weekday School, but be-
cause many of you are not around during the week, you might not 
know much about our program. Our Weekday School puts us in con-
tact with many young families in our neighborhood who appreciate 
the loving care we provide for their children. It is one way we show 
the community that we care about children. 

The Weekday School provides a safe and loving environment for 
children aged 6 months – Transitional Kindergarten. The WDS has 6 
classrooms and 11 teachers/staff. Each year we welcome between 
55-70 children into our program. The school is licensed by the state 
of North Carolina and has to pass multiple inspections each year. 
Being licensed allows us to provide a longer day of care for the chil-
dren in our program during the hours of 8:00am-2:30pm. 

The children in our program are always busy playing and learning. 
They love blocks, dinosaurs, pretending, scooting around in the 
gym, and climbing on the playground. Allison has chapel time with 
the 3s, 4s, and TK classes where they learn about the important 
stories of our faith and about a God who always loves them. 

 

 

If you are interested in supporting the Weekday School, you can link 
your VIC Card to the school (#5879), contribute to something on 
their Amazon wishlist (https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/132RQR3KWI1E7/ref=cm_go_nav_hz), or contact Allison to get 
connected with volunteer opportunities.  

A Note About Our  
Weekday School 
From Allison 

Support the Weekday School 

 
 
 

The Nyarweng Primary School, South Sudan 

Goal - $15,000—Received $14,560  

We have nearly reached our goal! 

2018 Global Mission Offering 

 
 
 

Sunday October 21 from  
9:00am-12:30pm in Lasater Hall. 
The Craft & Needle Ministry needs 
your help to donate handmade 
crafts and baked goods! All pro-
ceeds will be used to reduce hun-
ger in the Charlotte region! Con-
tact Ruth Jackson or the church 
office to volunteer or for more in-
formation.  

Craft and Bake Sale 

mailto:rzachthomas3@gmail.com
http://www.metropolitanmusicministries.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/132RQR3KWI1E7/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/132RQR3KWI1E7/ref=cm_go_nav_hz


Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 
Larry Batts, Nancy Burgess, Bill Finger, Bert 
Green, McLain Hall, Jane Murray, Gene Poole, Dot 
Propst, Brad Sifford, Carole Ann Simpson & Dee 
Turner - home; All Families affected by Hurricane 
Florence 
 

Sympathy 
Carol Snyder and family in the death of her brother; 
David Sherrill and family in the death of his mother; 
Gearlene Hoffman and  family in the death of her 
brother 
 

Sunday, September 16 
Deacons:  Clara Howell, Chuck Howard, Carol 
Injaychock, Libby LeVie, Jeff LeVie, Christa Lynch, 
Gary McFarland, Cindy McIntyre, Ashley 
Hogewood, Melissa Millette 
Tellers: Morgan Newman, Tim Gibson 
Greeters: Main-Ed Turner, Chuck Jones; 5th St.-
Scott Kerley, Alan Dietz; Broach Hall-Gail Sifford; 
Elevator-Marvin Carter 
Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie 
Hahn, Bobbie & Don Hinson, Susan King 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 

Income through Sept. 16: $684,746  
Week of Sept 10-16: $6817 
2018 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $1,135,000 
 

Ministers on Call: 

September 17-23: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 
September 24-30: Dennis Foust 704-359-7234 
 

Calendar for September 23 - September 29 
 

Sunday, September 23 

  9:15 ............................................................................. Sunday School (Classrooms) 
10:30 ........................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 
  5:00 .................................... Sunday Night Live Youth/Parent Meeting (Broach Hall) 

Monday, September 24 

11:30 .............................................................. Faith Journey Book Study (Room 209) 
  5:30 .................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  8:00 ................................................................................................. AA (Lasater Hall) 
Tuesday, September 25 
  7:00 ........................................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
  9:30 ...................................................................................... HeadStart (Broach Hall) 
10:00 ...................................................................... Staff meeting (Conference Room) 
11:00 ............................................................................. Bible Workbench (Room 209) 
  4:00 .................................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 
  5:15 ........................................................................... SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
  6:15 .................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  6:30 ................................................ Elizabeth Community Association (Broach Hall) 

Wednesday, September 26 

  6:30 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
  9:30 ................................................................................................ Yoga (Room 114) 
  1:30 ............................................................................ Learning Charms (Room 116) 
  5:45 ................................................................................... Open Table (Broach Hall) 
  6:00 .......................................................................................... AA (Lasater Hall)6:00     
  7:-00............................................................................... Handbells (Handbell Room) 
  7:15 ........................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  7:30 .................................................................................... Sherrill Basketball (Gym) 

Thursday, September 27 
  7:30 ................................................................. CBFNC Collegiate Ministry (Lounge) 
Friday, September 28 
  8:00 ................................................................................................. AA (Lasater Hall) 

Saturday, September 29 
  7:00 .................................................................................... Benton Basketball (Gym) 
     

 
Complete calendar online:   

www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org  

        

  St. John’s Baptist Church 
   300 Hawthorne Lane - Charlotte NC 28204 

704.333.5428-www.StJohnsBaptistChurch.org 
  Family News - a publication of St. John’s Baptist Church  

  

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Minister for Children & Their Families ......... Allison Benfield 
  ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music .....................Kevin Gray 
 ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Minister for Youth & Young Adults .................. Lee Gray 
 ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 
Senior Minister .......................................... Dennis Foust 
 ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant……………..Mallory Brown 

ext. 11 - mbrown@sjcharlotte.org           
Church Administrator ....................... Jacquelyn McAbee 

ext. 20 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           
Custodians ....... Chris Mullis, Sonny Ross, Debora Thon 
Graded Choirs Director ................................... Anna Ball 
Organist ....................................................... Noel Lance 
 nlance@sjcharlotte.org 
Weekday School Director........................ Lydia Olmsted 
 ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 8:30 am-4:30 pm; Fri.: 8:30 am-12:00 noon 

Note to Sunday School Classes: 
Please remember to take your used Sunday 
School literature and devotional materials to 
the Collection Room (corner room near 
Lasater Hall). These materials will be picked 
up by Tom and Martha Bryson and re-used 
by congregations who cannot afford to 

purchase new literature each quarter. 

 
 

Come to the Well: A One Day Retreat 
Join us Saturday, November 3 from 9am-3pm with Rev. 
Barbara Boyd Mayo for fellowship, learning, meditation 
and worship. We will retreat at Ramah Creek Farm in 
Huntersville. The cost is $30 for all meals, snacks, and 
materials. Make checks payable to SJBC with “Retreat” 
in the memo line. 

Women of  the Church Retreat 

Undie Sundays  

We will be collecting new underwear 
to be distributed to our Room in the 
Inn program, Hope Chapel and 
Charlotte Rescue Mission. Items 
needed are athletic socks, boxer 
shorts, and t-shirts. Sizes most 
needed are medium and large. On 
each of the Sundays in October, 
containers will be at both the Main 
Entrance and Broach Hall entrance.  
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