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St. John’s  
at Worship 

 

Sunday, February 17 
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Worship Theme:  
Tell of the God Whose  

Message is Radical 

Proclaimer 
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Sermon 
 Discipleship=Blessed and  

In Trouble 
Scriptures 
Luke 6:12-26 

This Sunday, February 17, in Broach Hall following worship, we will convene for our 
annual Church Conference. A salad lunch (Caesar Salad, Garden Salad, and    
Hawthorne’s Salad) from Hawthorne’s Pizza will be served at $5/person and a   
maximum price of $20/family. The purposes of this congregational meeting will be to 
vote on the 2019 Financial Ministry Plan Budget, hear an update from our             
Architectural Design Task Force and participate with our Staffing Our Future Task 
Force in an open conversation about visions.  

Important Church Conference & Lunch 
Sunday, February 17 in Broach Hall after Worship 

Open Table 
Wednesday, February 27  
@ 5:50 in Broach Hall 
 

 

Our first Open Table of 2019 is on Wednesday, February 
27 in Broach Hall. The menu is as follows: baked pasta 
(meat or vegetarian), garlic bread, salad, and dessert. We 
hope all will attend! Dinner is served from 5:50-6:30pm 
and dismissal is at 7:00pm. Meal costs are $6/child and 
$10/adult with a maximum cost of $30/family. Contact 
Mallory at mbrown@sjcharlotte.org or sign up at this link 
today: https://goo.gl/forms zQ53ySW9ZZzLjwdm2 Please 
sign up by Friday, February 22 at 12pm.  

Youth Mission Auction 
Sunday, March 17 after Worship 

 
Come to Broach Hall after worship on Sunday, March 17 to raise funds for two years 
of youth mission trips—that’s four trips! This is an important event for our youth and 
fun for the whole congregation…so plan to attend! Want to help us prepare to meet 
our $30,000 goal? Consider one of the following: 
 

• Buy a lunch ticket beginning Sunday, 2/24 
• Donate unwanted baskets that we can fill with fabulous items for the Silent Auction 
• Think about what you can make for the Bake Sale—we love our SJBC bakers!! 
• Donate an item for the auction 
• Most importantly: plan to attend—it will be a time of wonderful fellowship for the 

entire church family. 
 

Baskets can be dropped off at the church office any time until 2/28. To make a     
donation contact Leslie Bragg (lmbragg3@gmail.com) or Lia Benton 
(liabenton@outlook.com) or use the attached donation form and place in the offering 
plate.  

mailto:mbrown@sjcharlotte.org
https://goo.gl/forms/zQ53ySW9ZZzLjwdm2
mailto:lmbragg3@gmail.com
mailto:liabenton@outlook.com
file:///C:/Users/JMcAbee/Desktop/YMA_2019_Donation form.pdf
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Sunday, February 17 
Formation and Worship for Children 
• Nursery/2s: This class will be cared for in their room during the 

Formation and Worship Hours. 
• PreK/K: This class will be cared for in their room during the   

Formation and Worship Hours. They'll be learning about how 
Jesus visited Zaccheaus and helped him to have a change of 
heart. They'll also enjoy time for art and play. 

• Grades 1-3: Worship 101 is from 9:15-10:00. They'll be learning 
about why we have music in worship. Mr. Kevin will be our guest 
teacher. Grace Notes is from 10-10:20. 1st-3rd Graders will join 
their families for worship. 

• Grades 4-5: Formation Class is from 9:15-10:00. They'll be 
learning about how Jesus was baptized by his cousin John. 
Grace Notes is from 10-10:20. 4th-5th Graders will join their  
families for worship.  

 

Sunday, February 24 
Parent Seminar in the Library @ 9:15am 
• On Sunday, February 24, all parents of children are invited to 

gather in the Library during the Sunday School hour to learn 
about and discuss ways that you can create intentional          
opportunities at home to deepen your child's (and family's) faith.  

News for Children and Their Families  
from Allison  

February 17, 24 
• Youth will be on the regular 5:00 – 7:30 pm Sunday Evening 

Schedule  

 
Sunday, March 3 
• Hornets Basketball game at 1:00pm after worship for all basket-

ball teams and all SJBC youth, more details coming soon 

 
Sunday, March 17 
• Youth Mission Auction in Broach Hall after worship; all youth 

should plan to attend as we will be raising money for youth    
mission trips 

News for Youth and Their Families 
from Lee 

This may seem to be a silly question for a senior minister to 
ask. Let me explain: 
 
1. According to a 2014 Pew Religious Landscape Sur-

vey, only 35% of Americans attend a church, syna-
gogue or mosque weekly and 30 percent seldom or 
never participate. (In North Carolina, 40% attend 
weekly, whereas it is 20% in Maine.)    

2. A Duke University study shows that only 18% of 
Americans 60 years of age and younger attend reli-
gious services at least once per month.   

3. Trust of church leaders and churches is declining due 
to clergy sexual abuse scandals reported among Ro-
man Catholics and Southern Baptists.  

 
Given this reporting, it would be incompetent of me to turn a 
blind eye to the data. However, while we should be honest 
about this information, we are not describing an empty glass 
here. Some positives are: 
 
1. Every week, 4 out of 10 residents of the Old North 

State rise out of bed to gather with others for worship, 
study, fellowship and service. Another 2 out of 10 do 
so at least once or twice monthly. Therefore, on any 
given weekend, more than fifty percent of North Caro-
linians, more than 5 million of us, are participating in 
faith community.  

2. Two-thirds of millennials believe in “God” or a univer-
sal spirit. These wonderful young adults are creating 
group life, becoming involved in community service 
and are increasingly searching for ways to be in-
volved in efforts with others which are larger than 
themselves.  

3. People want to trust church leaders and churches. 
And, St. John’s offers a trustworthy model. When I tell 
people that I am the 7th senior minister of St. John’s 
in 97 years, they hear that as an example of church 
and pastor trustworthiness.  

 
As long as most of the problems in human society are spiritual 
and the solutions to these problems are found in a right rela-
tionship between persons and The Living God, the Church will 
matter. The Church is vital in God’s vision for this world. 
Therefore, let us answer ‘YES’ - the Church still matters to 
God, to us, to the world. And let us deepen our understanding 
of our mission; mature in our commitment to follow the teach-
ings of Jesus and continue his ministry; broaden our desire to 
reach out to include others in the life and ministries of St. 
John’s; and resource one another with the gifts that can only 
be experienced as Church. 
 
YES, the Church still matters! Our fellowship with Jesus 
shapes our relationships. Our commitment to God’s mission 
shapes our priorities. And our humble submission to God’s 
Holy Spirit shapes our world. 
 

Shalom, 
Dennis 

Does the Church Still Matter? 
from Dennis 

Financial Ministry Plan 2019 

Our Finance Resource Team, Church Council and   
Deacons propose that our 2019 Financial Ministry Plan 
invests our giving in the following ways. We will vote on 
this proposal this Sunday during our Church Conference 
following worship in Broach Hall. A salad lunch will be 
provided for $5. We will also participate in a round-table 
discussion with our Staffing for Our Future Task Force.  
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Heritage Sunday 2019 
Celebrating Youth Ministries at St. John’s 

 

This year Heritage Sunday is celebrated on March 17th. 
Invite anyone who has been a part of the youth ministry 
of St. John’s to join us for worship this day. We also need 
pictures of youth and youth directories BEFORE the year 
2000. We will scan these and return them to you. If you 
have photos or memories, written or typed, share those 
with Fredda Kimball, Linda Crowder, or Mallory in the 
church office.  

Come to Book Club! 
 

Everyone is invited to join with the 
St. John's Book Club this 

month! Come at noon on Tuesday, 
February 26. Bring a sandwich and 

stay after for lunch and            
conversation with our guest,   

Katherine Stillerman!  Let us know 
that you are planning to come by 
calling or emailing Mallory. Click 

on her  website to learn more 
about her and her books! 

http://www.historicalnovel.com  

Loaves & Fishes Food Drive: Week 3 
 

Galilee Pantry provides protein foods for their 
clients such as chicken, eggs, cheese. While you 
shop for non-perishables, L&F shops for these 
perishable items with your monetary donations. 
There are labeled envelopes  available along with 
the big bags. Checks need to be written to Loaves 

& Fishes, or to St. John’s with L&F on the memo line.  Place these 
envelopes in the offering plates on Sunday or leave them in  Mallory’s 
office; and we will deliver them to L&F.  Speaking of eggs, don’t forget 
to bring your empty egg cartons so the pantry can deliver those eggs! 

Elizabeth 8K Road Race 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 
@ Independence Park 
 

Join in for an 8K Road Race, 1.5 mile walk/run, or 
Liz Kids’ Fun Run in the Elizabeth neighborhood. 
Details on how to register are coming soon. For 
now, save the date and start training! 

Help the Heritage Team this Sunday! 
 

The Heritage Team needs your help identifying the location, date, and 
subject of many photos from the archives. This  Sunday, February 17, 
outside Broach Hall during Church Conference, there will be tables 
with sticky notes, pens, and the photos. If you know any information 
about any of the photos, come help identify! 

State and Community Missions Offering 
 

Our offering for State and Community Missions will continue until the 
end of March, with your gifts this year going to support Habitat for Hu-
manity and Urban Ministries.  We have had for many years a partner-
ship with these two agencies, both with our allocations in the annual 
budget of the church and with volunteers who provide hands-on ser-
vices.  We heard from Bert Green this past Sunday about the value of 
our helping people build a home of their own.  
 
Through Urban Ministries volunteers from St. John’s make 200 sand-
wiches each month and staff a weekly Room in the Inn ministry during 
the winter months.  On March 10 we will hear from Katie Church of 
Urban Ministries about these and other services provided by that 
agency for the homeless in our community.   

Lent at St. John’s 
Lent begins on Wednesday, March 6 
with Ash Wednesday and continues 
until Thursday, April 18. This year, we 
will provide devotional booklets called 
Face to Face with Ourselves: The Cup 
of Authenticity written by Dennis. This 
publication was used in 2012 and   
continues to be relevant to us today. 
Please watch for these in the office and 
online as Lent approaches. 

Welcoming a New Member! 

We welcomed our newest  
member, Kim Blanchard, on 

Sunday, February 10 by  
profession of faith. She is  

already an active member of the 
adult choir. Kim is self-employed 
and also serves as the director 
for the vocal competition for the 
Opera Guild of Charlotte. She 

lives at 7541 Thorn Creek Lane, 
Fort Mill, SC, 29708. 

Room in the Inn Needs 
If you can fill one of the spots listed below,  please go to  https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaae2eaafb6-room9   

• Van Drivers: February 15,  March 8, or March 15 

• Overnight hosts: March 8 or March 15 (2 or 3 needed each date) 

Questions? Contact Alice Wirz (ahwirz@carolina.rr.com) or Dale 

Johnson (dwj9578@usa.com) 

http://www.historicalnovel.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaae2eaafb6-room9
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaae2eaafb6-room9
mailto:ahwirz@carolina.rr.com
mailto:dwj9578@usa.com


Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 
Jeck Warren, Presbyterian Matthews; Larry Batts, Betty Hastings, 
Paul & Henrietta Huffman, Parker Jackson, Gene Poole, Brad 
Sifford, Carole Ann Simpson, Elma Thomas, & Dee Turner-home 

 

Sympathy 
Sympathy to Alice Wirz in the death of her mother, Mary Harrill, on 
Wednesday, February 13.  
 

Sunday, February 17 
Deacons: Jane Newman, Morgan Newman, Robby Ray, Shannon 
Rodden, Greg Rodden, Judy Sanford, Gail Sifford, Henry Snyder, 
Laura Sorrell, Kathy Spence 
Greeters: Main-Ed Turner, Chuck Jones; 5th St./Narthex-Treva 
Bridges; Broach Hall-Ashley Hogewood; Elevator-Marvin Carter 
Tellers: Tom Blackmon & Matt Collins 
Ushers: Arnold Philemon, Marvin Carter, Bobbie Hahn, Bobbie & 
Don Hinson, Susan King 
 

Financial Ministry Plan Report: 
Week of February 4-10: $30,654 
Income through February 10: $115,430 
 

Ministers on Call: 
February 11-17: Allison Benfield 828-448-8412 
February 18-24: Kevin Gray 803-524-0287 
February 25-March 3: Lee Gray 704-451-1309 

Calendar for February 17-23 
 

 

Sunday, February 17 

  9:15am.................................................................... Sunday School & Worship 101 (Classrooms) 
10:30am......................................................................... Together in Christ Int’l Ministries (Chapel) 
10:30am.......................................................................................................... Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:30am.................................................................. Church Conference & Luncheon (Broach Hall) 
12:30pm....................................................... Together in Christ Int’l Ministries Dedication (Chapel) 
  1:00pm.................................................................................... South Sudanese Worship (Chapel) 
  5:00pm............................................. Youth Sunday Night Live (Gym, Lounge, 3rd Floor, Chapel) 
  6:15pm............................................................... Youth Mission Auction Parent Meeting (Lounge) 

Monday, February 18 

  8:00am............................................................... Cadence Education (Broach Hall & Classrooms) 
11:30am.............................................................................. Faith Journey Book Study (Room 114) 
12:30pm............................................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 
  5:30pm....................................................................... Elizabeth Village Annual Meeting (Lounge) 
  5:30pm.................................................................... Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room) 
  8:00pm................................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 

Tuesday, February 19 
  7:00am........................................................................... Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
10:00am......................................................................................Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 
11:00am...........................................................................................  Bible Workbench (Room 209) 
  5:15pm................................................................................ SJBC Men’s Basketball Group (Gym) 
  6:00pm............................................................................. Safety & Security Task Force (Lounge) 
  6:15pm.....................................................................Young Voices of the Carolinas (Choir Room)    
  7:30pm.........................................................................................Sherrill Basketball Group (Gym) 

Wednesday, February 20 

  6:30am........................................................................................ Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
  9:30am..................................................................................................... Yoga Class (Room 114) 
10:00am............................................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 
  1:00pm.................................................................................... Charlotte Family Housing (Lounge) 
  6:00pm............................................................................................... Handbells (Handbell Room) 
  6:00pm................................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 
  7:15pm........................................................................................... Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  8:15pm........................................................................ Team United/AAU Basketball Team (Gym) 

Thursday, February 21 
  5:00pm....................................................................... Facilities Master Plan Task Force (Lounge) 
  7:30pm................................................................................. CBFNC Collegiate Ministry (Lounge) 
Friday, February 22 
  5:00pm.......................................................................................... Room in the Inn (Lounge/Gym) 
  8:00pm................................................................................................................ AA (Lasater Hall) 

Saturday, February 23 
  7:00am........................................................................................ Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
10:00am................................................................................................................ Basketball (Gym) 

 

Complete calendar online:  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
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Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

 

Equipping Ministers 
Minister for Children & Their Families…………...Allison Benfield 

ext. 18 - abenfield@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Worship and Music………………….Kevin Gray 
ext. 14 - kgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Minister for Youth & Young Adults………………...Lee Gray 
ext. 15 - lgray@sjcharlotte.org 

Senior Minister………………………………….Dennis Foust 
ext. 12 - dfoust@sjcharlotte.org 

 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant………………………Mallory Brown 

ext. 11 - mbrown@sjcharlotte.org           
Church Administrator……………………Jacquelyn McAbee 

ext. 20 - jmcabee@sjcharlotte.org           
Custodians……….Chris Mullis, Sonny Ross, Debora Thon 
Graded Choirs Director…………………………….Anna Ball 
Organist……………………………………………Noel Lance 

nlance@sjcharlotte.org 
Weekday School Director…………………….Lydia Olmsted 

ext. 39 - weekdayschool@sjcharlotte.org 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm, Friday 8:30am-12:00 noon 

SJ Basketball Game Schedule 

Team Date & Time Location 

6 & Under Co-Ed Season Complete n/a 

8 & Under Boys Season Complete n/a 

10 & Under Boys 
(Cardella) 

February 16 @ 12PM St. John’s 

10 & Under Boys 
(Redding) 

February 16 @ 10AM 
 

St. John’s 

12 & Under Boys February 16 @ 11AM 
 

FBC Matthews 

12 & Under Girls February 16 @ 11AM 
 

St. John’s 

14 & Under Boys February 16 @ 10:30AM 
 

St. Paul 

15 & Under Girls February 16 @ 10AM 
 

FBC Matthews 

16 & Under Boys BYE BYE 

18 & Under Girls February 16 @ 10:30AM Sharon Presby 

Brotherhood of the Biscuit  

will meet again Friday,  

February 15 at 6:30AM  

in the Lounge. All are welcome. 

Refugee 101: Sign Ups End this Week 

Refugee 101 is an educational session at Refugee Support 
Services to provide an overview of the current refugee situa-
tion in Charlotte and the services provided by their agency to 
those who have come to us from some of the most oppres-
sive conditions in the world to begin a new life here. For 
those who would like to attend this free informational pro-
gram on March 6  at 9:30 a.m. you must register by the end 
of this week by calling Mallory.  Questions?  Contact Beverly 
Hester at beverlyrhester@earthlink.com or Nina Phillips at 
ninacarl@gmail.com. 

mailto:beverlyrhester@earthlink.com
mailto:ninacarl@gmail.com

