
We Lift Our Voices in Praise 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

 

Gathering Music Delbridge Narron 
 

Words of Greeting                                     Rev. Allison Benfield 
 

Expression of Fellowship                  Congregation 
 

 Prayerful Call to Worship                           Rev. Benfield  
 

ONE: Lord, we pray for You to teach us how to be a servant people. 
ALL: Give us eyes to see opportunities for ministry and ears to 

hear the cries of those in need. Amen!  

 

*Hymn of Praise Christians, We Have Met to Worship 
Chalice Hymnal No. 277                                                            HOLY MANNA                                                 
 

Give Us Ears to Hear, O Lord 

 

Reading from the Gospel                Paige Parham 
                                                                                                       Luke 12:32-40 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Be dressed for 
action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return 
from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 
comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he 
will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. But know this: if the owner of the house 
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” 
 

ONE:      This is the written word of God, for the people of God.  
ALL:       Thanks be to God! 
 

Anthem      Chancel Choir 
Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning                    arr. Andre Thomas          

         
 

Keep your lamps trimmed and 
burning, the time is drawing nigh.  
 

Children don’t get weary, ‘til your 
work is done. 
 

Christian journey soon be over, 
the time is drawing nigh. 
 

Keep your lamps trimmed and 
burning, the time is drawing nigh. 

 

 

 

 

Sung Meditation                                                           Congregation  

Turn to God in All Things  arr. David Glasgow 
 

1. Choir 
2. Congregation and Choir 
3. All, repeat 

 

 

The Church at Prayer              Rev. Benfield  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Byron Bullard, Betty Curlin, Carol Drye, Gene Poole, Peg Russ, Brad Sifford, 

Carole Ann Simpson, Henry Snyder, Elma Thomas, & Jeck Warren - home; 

Parker Jackson – military; Construction Workers on 7th and Hawthorne 
 

*Hymn  God, Whose Goodness Knows No Ending 
Chalice Hymnal No. 606                                                                           NETTLETON                                               

           

Offertory Prayer Kathy Bragg, Life Deacon 
 

WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS FOR THE WORK OF GOD 
 

Offertory                                      J. Noel Lance 
 

*Doxology  

Chalice Hymnal No. 46 OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Teach Us to Be Brave, Ready, and Willing 

 

MESSAGE                    Don’t Be Afraid...Be Ready Rev. Dr. Larry Hovis 

 

*Hymn of Mission and Witness O for a World                    
Chalice Hymnal No. 683, vs. 1, 4, & 5 NEW BRITAIN (AMAZING GRACE) 

 

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, where 

love is lived, and all is done with justice and with praise.  
 
The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise. 
Tell all who mourn; outcasts belong, who perishes will rise.  
 
O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace, where 
time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease. 

                                                                                                

Celebrations of the Community                            Rev. Benfield 

& Announcements of Church Life  

 

*COMMISSIONING THE SCATTERED CHURCH Rev. Benfield 

 

*Postlude   J. Noel Lance 
 

*Invites the congregation to stand 

 

 

 

About Today’s Proclaimer 

 

Larry Hovis has been Executive Coordinator of CBF of North Carolina since 
2004. His responsibilities including bringing together the diverse parts of CBFNC 
into a coherent and efficient whole to accomplish our purpose of “bringing 
Baptists of North Carolina together for Christ-centered ministry.” Prior to his 
current position, Larry served as pastor of four congregations throughout North 
Carolina and Virginia.  
 

He has degrees from Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia (Doctor 
of Ministry); Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North 
Carolina (Master of Divinity with Languages), and North Carolina State 

University in Raleigh, North Carolina (Bachelor of Arts). Larry has completed numerous extended 
professional development programs, including the Pastor as Spiritual Guide through the Center for 
Congregational Health and advanced studies in Fundraising and Nonprofit Executive Leadership 
through Indiana University. He is also a Certified Christian Leadership Coach. While Hovis’s particular 
strengths focus on leadership, stewardship, strategic planning, governance and organizational 
development, his passion is preaching and relating to Baptist congregations. He has been privileged to 
preach in more than 200 churches in North Carolina and beyond.  
 
Larry is married to the Kimberly. They have one daughter, Lauren, who works in Washington, D.C. In 
his limited spare time, Larry enjoys cycling, traveling with his family, and watching sports. (Source: 
http://www.cbfnc.org/about/our-staff/staff-larry-hovis)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 

 

Charlotte Pride Interfaith Service 

The Charlotte Pride Interfaith Service is this afternoon, Sunday, August 11, at 4PM 

at Caldwell Presbyterian Church. There will be a reception afterwards. The theme 

for the service is centered around the 50th anniversary of Stonewall. We hope to 

see you there! 

 

Charlotte Pride Festival & Parade 2019 

The 2019 Charlotte Pride Festival is Saturday-Sunday, August 17-18, and the 2019 

Bank of America Pride Parade starts at 1PM on Sunday, August 18. If you would 

like to volunteer to help staff our booth at the festival on Saturday or Sunday, 

please email Todd Stillerman at stillerman@gmail.com or text Mattie Stillerman at 

704-362-6743. This year’s official St. John’s Pride t-shirt is available for $10. We 

hope everyone will consider marching with us in the parade! 

 

Queen Esther and the Journey to the Authentic Self 

All women are invited to join us for the annual Women of the Church Retreat from 

November 1-3 in Blowing Rock, NC. We will be staying at the Blowing Rock 

Conference Center. Registration is due by September 15. The prices are $168/triple 

occupancy, $185/double occupancy, and $248/single occupancy. The price 

includes all meals at the retreat center this year. This year, we will use the book of 

Esther as our guide as we seek to live more fully into our authentic selves and listen 

for how we are called “…for such a time as this.” Janet L. Jones, M.Ed., LPC is 

our presenter. If you would like to register, please see Mallory or Donna Scott for 

a registration form today! 

 

2019 Global Mission Offering 

For this year, the Mission Resource Team has set a goal of $16,000, with $1000 

going to assist those impacted by the Sierra Leone fire in West Africa and $15,000 

going to the Nyarweng School in South Sudan. When the $15,000 for the 

Nyarweng School is added to funds from our Mission budget and from the 

designated account for the school, the total contribution from St. John’s for the 

school will exceed $55,000. This amount will cover 100% of the Nyarweng school’s 

normal operating expenses, including teacher salaries and supplies for an entire 

year! This offering will be collected until August 31.  

Goal: $16,000 

Received: $11,081 

School Uniform Drive 

The first of August marks the beginning of our uniform donation drive for 

Highland Renaissance Academy. These uniforms will be collected at the Main 

Entrance from now until August 25. The needs include: girls khaki or navy pants 

(sizes 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16), boys khaki or navy pants (sizes 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14), short- 

sleeved white or navy polo shirts (ALL sizes), and long-sleeved white or navy polo 

shirts. The greatest need is for smaller sizes. Consider donating a uniform today! 

 

Baptist Peace Fellowship Hosting  

The Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America is seeking your assistance. Our 

Fall board meeting will be held this September in Charlotte, and as we are “of 

North America,” board members will be coming in from across the United States 

as well as Mexico and Canada. We are looking for volunteers who are willing to 

host an out-of-town board member (or two) from Wednesday, September 25 – 

Saturday, September 28. There are nine people who need housing in total. Please 

contact Allison Paksoy at allison@bpfna.org or 704-301-9447 if interested or for 

more information.  

 
Copies of worship bulletins are available on the St. John’s website: 

stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

300 Hawthorne Lane, 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 

704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 
 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Sunday, August 18 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday, August 11   9:15 am  Sunday School (Classrooms) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 am Together in Christ Int’l Ministries (Chapel) 
   4:00 pm Charlotte Pride Interfaith Service (Caldwell Presby.) 
   7:00 pm AGO Organ Recital (Sanctuary) 

Monday, August 12  All Week Sabbath Weeks Continue 
 12:30 pm Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 
   6:30 pm Administrative Deacon Panel (Lounge) 
   6:30 pm Ministries Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 

   8:00 pm AA (Lasater Hall) 
Tuesday, August 13   7:00 am Tuesday Morning Men’s Group (Lounge) 
 10:00 am Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 
 12:00 pm Sandwich Ministry (Lounge) 

   1:00 pm Safety and Security Task Force (Conference Room) 
   5:15 pm SJBC Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
   6:30 pm Nat’l Alliance on Mental Illness Support Groups 

(Rooms 114 & 116) 

Wed., August 14   6:30 am Benton Basketball Group (Gym) 
   7:00 am Charlotte Family Housing (Room 305) 
   9:30 am Yoga (Room 114) 
   6:00 pm Mission Resource Team (Conference Room) 

   6:00 pm Search Task Force (Lounge) 
   6:00 pm AA (Lasater Hall) 
   7:30 pm Sherrill Basketball (Gym) 
Friday, August 16   8:00 am Head Start Training (Broach Hall) 

   8:00 pm AA (Lasater Hall) 
Saturday, August 17   7:00 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
   9:00 am CROP (Lasater Hall) 
 10:00 am Communion Task Force (Conference Room) 

 10:30 am Pride Festival (Uptown Charlotte) 

 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, 

please call the church office (704.333.5428) or fill out one of the “For Our 
Guests” cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. 

One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you and answer any questions 
you may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding the many 

ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s. 
 

Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 
 

Equipping Ministers 

Minister for Children and Their Families ........................................ Rev. Allison Benfield 
Minister for Worship and Music .................................................................... J. Kevin Gray 
Minister for Youth and Young Adults ......................................................... Rev. Lee Gray 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Dr. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

Church Staff 
Administrative Assistant ............................................................................... Mallory Brown 
Church Administrator ............................................................................. Jacquelyn McAbee 
Custodians ...........................................................Chris Mullis, Sonny Ross, Debora Thon  
Graded Choirs Director ......................................................................................... Anna Ball 
Organist ............................................................................................................. J. Noel Lance 
Weekday School Director ..............................................................................Lydia Olmsted 

 

 

 

 

The Worship of God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 

 

10:30 A.M. in the Sanctuary 
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http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

