Eastertide

Sunday, April 19, 2020
St. John's Baptist Church | Charlotte, NC
While we are distancing ourselves physically during this time, we hope you will join
us for this virtual worship experience. Follow along here and on the St. John's
Facebook page, website, or YouTube.

Prelude

Crown Him with Many Crowns
J. Noel Lance

Jesus Mafa, Jesus appears
to Thomas, from Art in
the Christian Tradition,
a project of Vanderbilt
Divinity Library

Greeting

Jason Benton

Hymn of Praise
He Lives

1. I serve a risen Savior, he's in the world today;
I know that he is living, whatever others say.
I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer,
and just the time I need him, he's always near.

2. In all the world around me I see his loving care,
and though my heart grows weary, I never will despair.
I know that he is leading through all the stormy blast;
the day of his appearing will come at last.

Refrain
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life's
narrow way.
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within
my heart.

Refrain
3. Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find;
none other Is so loving, so good and kind.
Refrain

Prayer of Celebration and the Lord's Prayer
Rev. Lee Gray

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory
Fairest Lord Jesus, arr. Derek Hakes
Chancel Choir

Reading from Scripture
John 20:24-29
Janet Wade, reader
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Hymn
All But One Was There
Words by J. Kevin Gray
1. The disciples hid in terror
at the death of Christ the Lord.
Huddled in away from danger
they hoped to avoid the sword.
All but one was there in waiting,
it was Thomas who had gone.
Did he dare to find his courage
in the midst of fear and scorn?

2. Did he go out to the people
doing good for those in need?
Did he still hear Jesus calling,
"There are hungry souls to feed?"
In the midst of change and turmoil,
did he find there's more to do?
Could we learn from such an action,
when we face uncertain truths?

Theological Reflection
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

Hymn
Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom
1. Faith, while trees are still in blossom, plans the picking of the
fruit; faith can feel the thrill of harvest when the buds begin to
sprout.
2. Long before the dawn is breaking, faith anticipates the sun.
Faith is eager for the daylight, for the work that must be done.

Benediction and Commissioning
Dr. Foust

Postlude
He Is Alive!
J. Noel Lance

4. Faith believes that God Is faithful: God will be
what God will be! Faith accepts the call, responding,
"I am willing, Lord, send me."

