Easter Sunday

St. John's Baptist Church | Charlotte, NC
While we are distancing ourselves physically during this time, we hope you will join us for
this virtual worship experience on this glorious Easter Sunday. Follow along here and on the
St. John's Facebook page, website, or YouTube. For this service, you will need your own
Christ candle to light at the beginning of worship. Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!

Preludes
During the first 15 minutes of worship, J. Noel Lance offers musical preludes as images of blooming flowers taken by St.
John's members will scroll across the screen as you listen and prepare for worship.
Hymn of Promise
This Is My Father's World
For the Beauty of the Earth
Crown Him with Many Crowns

Poetic Reflection for Easter Sunday
Easter,
rekindles the spark within us,
the spark of awe and wonder
that inspires faith
and bursts forth in mission.

Solo and Lighting of the Christ Candle
Were You There?
Anne Hager, soloist
During this time, light your own Christ candle that was extinguished on Maundy Thursday.

Easter Celebration Videos from St. John's Members
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

Hymn of Celebration
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
All creation join to say, Alleluia!
Raise our joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

3. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!

2. Lives again in glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!
Jesus died, our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Organ Interlude
4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Prayer of Celebration and the Lord's Prayer
David Allen, Deacon
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Reading from Scripture
John 20:1-10, 19-21
Clara Howell, reader
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had
been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other
disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent
over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb
first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

Hymn
This Easter Celebration

1.This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known.
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone.
We're distant from our neighbors —
from worship leaders, too.
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood.

3. Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded
room but from the news of women
who saw the empty tomb.
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to
see, who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace,
believed.

2. No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way.
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day?
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace.

Theological Reflection
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

Hymn
This Easter Celebration
4. In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well:
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell.
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day!
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away.

5. We thank you that on Easter, your church is
blessed to be a scattered, faithful body that's doing
ministry.
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,
we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.

Easter Celebration Videos from St. John's Members
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

Hallelujah Chorus
from Handel's Messiah
St. John's Chancel Choir
(previously recorded)
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! Hallelujah!
The kingdom of this world is become, the kingdom of our Lord And of his Christ. And He shall reign forever and ever!
King of kings, forever and ever, and Lord of lords, Hallelujah, hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Postlude
J. Noel Lance
Widor's Toccata

