Maundy Thursday
St. John's Baptist Church | Charlotte, NC

While we are distancing ourselves physically during this time, we hope you will join us for
this virtual worship experience during Holy Week. Follow along here and on the St. John's
Facebook page, website, or YouTube. For this service, you will need your own elements for
communion for each person in your household (bread & wine) and a Christ candle.

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Light your own Christ candle during this time as you begin worship.

Musical Reflection
What Wondrous Love Is This
J. Noel Lance, Organist
Today is Maundy Thursday. The word, Maundy, derives from the Latin word, mandatum, meaning command. It was on
Thursday evening that Jesus said to his disciples, “A new command I give you: Love one another.As I have loved you, so
you must love one another.By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)
During this experience of worship, we will reflect together on the words at the cross. Before communion, we will hear the
seven words spoken to the cross. Following communion, we will hear the seven words spoken from the cross. After the
last word from the cross is read, you will hear a solo voice singing, "Were You There?" When this solo concludes, please
extinguish your Christ candle.

Hymn
Abide with Me, vs. 1, 3, & 5
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens, God, with me abide:
when other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
I need thy presence every passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O God, abide with me.

Seven Words Spoken to the Cross, at Christ
Spoken by Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
THE WORD OF THE PASSERBY (Matthew 27:39-40)
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!"
THE WORD OF THE MALICIOUS (Matthew 27:41-43)
In the same way the chief priests, along with the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him saying, "He saved others;
he cannot save himself. He's the King of Israel; Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He
trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.' "
THE WORD OF THE SPECTATOR (Matthew 27:47- 49)
When some of those standing there heard Jesus cry out, they said, "He's calling Elijah." Immediately, one of them ran and
got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Wait, let us see
if Elijah comes to save him."
THE WORD OF THE MOCKER (Luke 23:35-37)
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is
the Christ of God, the Chosen One." The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said,
"If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."
THE WORD OF THE DESPERATE (Luke 23:39-41)
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding Jesus and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.”
THE WORD OF THE PROCLAIMER (Matthew 27:54)
When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they
were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"
THE WORD OF THE HOPEFUL (Luke 23:42)
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

Celebration of Communion
At this time, gather your communion elements for each member of your household. Dr. Foust will lead us in
communion. J. Noel Lance will play music on the organ while Dr. Foust leads.

Seven Words Spoken from the Cross, by Christ
Spoken by Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
THE WORD OF FORGIVENESS (Luke 23:32-34)
Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they came to the place that is
called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there, one on his right and one on his left. Then, Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing."
THE WORD OF RESPONSIBILITY (John 19:26-27)
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman,
here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother."
THE WORD OF PROMISE (Luke 23:43)
Jesus replied the humble criminal, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
THE WORD OF CONFUSION (Matthew 27:46)
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?"
THE WORD OF HUMANITY (John 19:28)
Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." A jar of
wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus'
lips
THE WORD OF FINALITY (John 19:30)
When Jesus had received the drink, he said, "It is finished."
THE WORD OF COMMITMENT (Luke 23:46)
Just before Jesus breathed his last breath, he called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit."

Solo
Were You There?
Anne Hager, soloist

Extinguishing the Christ Candle
At this time, extinguish your Christ candle.

"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

