
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30
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That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
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place. 
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Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
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Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 
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someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
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them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
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gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
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Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
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Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 
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shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
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(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
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 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 
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shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
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Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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300 Hawthorne Lane 
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704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
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Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
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to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Kevin Lynch
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 
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also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
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shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 
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information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
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Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
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 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
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 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
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 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
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Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
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If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
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Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 
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Live into hope of captives freed, 
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The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 
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CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
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----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
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ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
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 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
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If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 
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also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
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 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
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either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 
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 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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St. John’s Baptist Church 
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 
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our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 
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$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
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If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
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code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
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code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 
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 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
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All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
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Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
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 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
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of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
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 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 
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From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 
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CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
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“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
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or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
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the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
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St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
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Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
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 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
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If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
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 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
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That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
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ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
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If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 
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 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
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 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 
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also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
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code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 
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either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 
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 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
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church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 
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Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 
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CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 
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----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
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information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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10:30 AM Worship 
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Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30



Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 
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This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
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 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
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 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
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of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  
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Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 
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The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
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 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
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Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
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Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

*Invites the congrega on to stand 

Gathering Music               J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering and Gree ng              Rev. Haley Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship             J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle: Kate Bailey 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Blackwell 

ONE:   Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

ALL:   Let us listen for the Word of God. 
ONE:   We dream of climbing Jacob’s ladder to achieve heaven’s glory. 
ALL:   Let us instead listen to the messages the angels bring. 
ONE:   Jacob exclaims, “Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" 
ALL:   Let us wake!  And in our wakefulness may we know God’s presence in this 

place. 

Prayer of Submission                             Rev. Lee Gray 

*Hymn of Joy No. 2                                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Chalice Hymnal                          HYMN TO JOY 

Reading from the Old Testament                             James Laney 
Genesis 28:10-19a   

Jacob le  Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside 
him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you un l I 
have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
"Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." So, Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.   

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Offertory Prayer                    Whitney Crowder 

Offertory Anthem             Chancel Choir 
Now Let Us All Give Thanks and Sing                                By Gordon Young 

Now let us all praise God and sing Our great redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

All ye servants of the Lord, Praise Him forever, 
Sing Jehovah's mighty power, Praise Him forever. 
Sing of His righteousness, Praise Him forever. 

So let us all praise God and Sing Our great Redeemer's praise; 
That we may all with one accord Our joyful voices raise. 
Sing Alleluia! 

*Doxology                  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Barbara McElwey, Arnold Philemon, Jack Crymes, Tommy Almond, Fan Watson 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta on 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

*Hymn No. 683                                O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                        AZMON 

Reading from the New Testament                Dick Hester 
Ma hew 13:24-30, 36-43   

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So, when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 
of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But 
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together un l the harvest; and at harvest me I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.'" Then he le  the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the 
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

One:  Through these wri en words of scripture, we listen for the Living Word of 
God. 

All:  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Message          Rev. Delbridge Narron 
‘The Baby Jesus has Broke Loose’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                       Live Into Hope 
From A Singing Faith                     TRURO 

Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 

Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 

Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak the right to be, 
The right to have one's daily bread, 
To hear God's word and thus be fed. 

Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace.  

Commissioning of the Sca ered Church                                Rev. Gray 

Postlude                J. Noel Lance 
 

CONNECTING SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH DAILY LIFE 

To support your spiritual growth, we encourage you to invest in contempla on each day. 
These thoughts may help you in your reflec ons. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

What belief(s), religious or otherwise, are you holding onto that seem to separate 
you from God? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Is the idea of a whirling Baby Jesus comfor ng to you or disconcer ng?  How 
might the Jesus you’re comfortable with lead you to help con nue the birth of the 
realm of God in our world? 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Above all remembering that God is love, the Chris an is conformed to the same 
likeness. She is full of love to her neighbor: of universal love, not confined to one 
sect or party, not constrained to those who agree with her in opinions, or in 
outward modes of worship, or to those who are allied to her by blood or 
recommended by nearness of place. Nor does she love those only who love her 
or are endeared to her by in macy or acquaintance. But her love resembles that 
of the God whose mercy is over all God’s works. It soars above all these scanty 
bounds, embracing neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies; yes, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the evil and unthankful.”  
John Wesley, From A Plain Account of Genuine Chris anity, app. 1749 (adapted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Summer’s Preaching Schedule 
 July 30 - Dr. Steve Harmon 
 August 6 - Rev. Sabrina Gilchrist (Right Moves for Youth) 
 August 13 - Dr. Larry Hovis (Executive Coordinator CBFNC) 

 
 

American Guild of Organists Concert 
TONIGHT, July 23 at 7PM in St. John's Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the AGO concert on Sunday, July 23 at 7pm in 
our Sanctuary featuring Monty Bennett. It is going to be great! Come 
out tonight and enjoy some wonderful music. 

 
 

Charlotte PRIDE Parade and Festival: Coming August 19 & 20 
Want to tell Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone"? Come volunteer at 
the St. John’s booth at Charlotte Pride on Saturday or Sunday. You can 
also join us in shouting it on the parade route on Sunday. Time slots for 
volunteering at the booth are as follows: 
 

 Saturday Aug. 19: 11:30 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:30; 6:30 to 10:00 
 Sunday, Aug. 20: 12:00 to 3:00; 3:00 to 6:00 

 
Sign up to volunteer by August 1 on Realm or scan QR 
code and get a free tie-dye "God Loves Everyone" t-
shirt. If you volunteer after August 1st t-shirts will be 
$20.Shirts can also be purchased at the booth on the 
day of, for $25. 

 
 

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults & Friends 
For August, will have lunch at Captain Steve’s Seafood in Harrisburg 
(5645 NC Hwy 49) on Wednesday, August 23 at 11:45am. You can 
either meet us at the church at 11:00am or at 11:40am at Captain 
Steve’s. 

 

So ball Con nues! 
So ball is going great! All games are at Providence Bap st Church, 4921 
Randolph Road. The schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
 Monday, July 24 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Grey       
 Tuesday, July 25 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC Red  
 Monday, July 31 6:00 pm vs PBC Blue   
 Wednesday, August 2 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White  
 Monday, August 7 @ 6:00 pm vs PBC Red         
 Wednesday, August 9 @ 7:10 pm vs PBC White 

 
 

Wonderful Wednesday Finale: Big Air Trampoline Park! 
All children, let’s jump for joy at Big Air Trampoline Park (2408 Sardis Rd 
N, Charlo e, NC 28227) on Wednesday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m.! Register 
on Realm, or contact Kheresa, by August 2. The cost is $23.00 per 
jumper, which includes Big Air reusable socks. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204 
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org 

 

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: July 30 

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52 
Message Title: “The Theologian-hood of the Believer” 

Proclaimer: Dr. Steve Harmon 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
 

Sun., July 23  John 6:16-21 
 9:15 am Sunday School/ Learning Groups (Virtual/ in-person) 

 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Encouragers Class Luch (Broach Hall) 
 7:30 pm AGO Concert (Sanctuary) 
   

Mon., July 24  John 6:22-24 
   

Tuesday, July 25  John 6:25-40 
 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group 
 6:30 pm NAMI Peer Support Group 
   

Wed., July 26  John 6:41-51 
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Thursday, July 27  John 6:52-59 
 6:00 pm Carolina Premier Practice (Gym)  
 6:30 pm Mixed Metaphors Productions Practice (Room 226) 
   

Friday, July 28  John 6:60-71 
 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Saturday, July 29  John 7:1-13 
 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 

 
 

Membership and Ministry 
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found on the back 
of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out 
to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more 
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

 

Ministers 
Every participant in God’s Servant Church  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Offertory Deacons Ushers Nursery
Jackie Southwell Nancy Wilson Elizabeth Whipple

James Keesee Leonard Balentine Becky Skidmore
Jane Starnes Linda Balentine Shelly Zeigler

Jeff LeVie Volunteer Needed
Kevin Lynch
M.C. Sorrell

Volunteers for Next Sunday, July 30


