
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

August 25, 2024                                                             Ten-Thirty in the Morning 

Gathering Music                                                                                          J. Noel Lance, Organ  

With Kayleigh Mac Whipple, Buddy on the Bench 

Words of Greeting                                                                                     Rev. Haley Blackwell 

 & Announcements of Church Life 

Call to Service               Nourish UP            Lynne Lewis 

Prayer of Submission                          Rev. Blackwell 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship            J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle by Jack Whipple 

The Call to Worship                 Rev. Blackwell      

ONE:  God is like a potter who shapes and forms our lives. 

ALL:  We have been called to be faithful to God’s intention. 

ONE:  God seeks for us to be vessels of compassion and service. 

ALL:  We have been given multiple opportunities to witness to God’s   

 love. 

ONE:  Come, let us worship the Creator who has given us life. 

ALL:  Let us send our praises to God who knows us totally and loves   

 us.  Amen. 
Written by Nancy C. Townley 

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 72                   To God Be the Glory 

The Chalice Hymnal                 TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

Blessing of the Backpacks          Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Litany                Rev. Harmon 

ONE:  God our Teacher, hopes run high at the beginning of a new         
school year. 

ALL: Hopes for learning good lessons, making good friends, achieving 
 good things. 

ONE:  God our Peace, anxieties run high at the beginning of a new        
school year. 

ALL:   Anxieties about not measuring up, not fitting in, not being       
safe. 

ONE:  God our Prompter, opportunities run high at the beginning of a new 
   school year. 

ALL:   Opportunities to learn, to serve, to become. 

ONE:  God our Maker, at the beginning of a new school year 

ALL:   Make us curious, 
   Make us caring, 
   Make us courageous. 

ONE:  God our Blesser, bless each backpack, the children who wear these    
backpacks, and the educators who fill them. 

ALL:   Amen. 

Written by Leigh Anne Armstrong, Auburn First Baptist Church 

Presentation of Bibles to Our First Graders                  Rev. Harmon 

Hymn of Preparation, No. 259         Spirit of the Living God 

The Chalice Hymnal              LIVING GOD 

Reading of the Old Testament           Russell Nelson  

Jeremiah 18:1-6        

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Come, go down to the 

potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 

potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was 

making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 

another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then the word of the LORD came to 

me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says 

the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house 

of Israel. 

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the Living 

Word of God. 

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

The Church at Prayer                  Rev. Lee Gray 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Kathleen Bumgardner, Linda Crowder, Jack Crymes, Charles Gordon 

Carolyn Hall, Lanny Loftis, Arnold Philemon, Shelly Zeigler 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn of Discipleship, No. 625                       Precious Name 
The Chalice Hymnal                               PRECIOUS NAME 

Reading of the Epistle          Alice Wirz 

Ephesians 4:11-16         

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of 

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure 

of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro 

and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their 

craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow 

up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 

body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as 

each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself 

up in love. 

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the Living 

Word of God. 

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

The Offertory Prayer                 Paul Huffman  

 

The Presentation of Tithes Plus Offerings                 Diaconate & Congregation 

The Chancel Choir Anthem             Directed by Russell Nelson 

To Love Our God                                      By Mark Hayes 

Where does the wind come from?  Where does it go? 
Blowing north then south, how does it know? 
The rain flows gently to the sea, yet the sea is never full. 
How can these things be? 
Humanity works hard to make a name, 
Toiling in the sun, yet nothing gained. 
We all return to dust from whence we came. 
All is empty, all is vain. 
To love our God, the reason we live; 
To love our God, the highest call. 
Nothing satisfies our soul, gives life meaning makes us whole. 
For this purpose we were made…to love our God. 

*The Doxology                              LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below:  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Words ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. 

Used by permission.  CCLI License No. 1596646. 

The Message                                     Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Foust  

‘A Church That Shapes a People for God’ 

*Hymn of Witness, No. 588              Have Thine Own Way, Lord! 

  The Chalice Hymnal                        ADELAIDE 

The Commissioning             Rev. Dr. Foust 

The Postlude               J. Noel Lance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A Summer of Worship Continues with St. John’s  
This summer, our worship continues to explore practical applications of Jesus' 

example of love and how we can emulate this model today. Our last Sunday of this 

series is next Sunday, September 1 with a message from Rev. Haley Blackwell 

entitled, “A Church of Beautiful Grace in Action.”  

  

  

 Weaving Our Community Fabric  
We invite you to participate in a literal weaving of our community fabric in the 

form of a tapestry made on a vertical loom. What we need from each of you is a 

simple strip of cloth, 12-18” long X 3” wide and may be cut or torn, any color, 

pattern, or type of fabric. Bring fabric to the Sanctuary over the next few weeks 

to the table in the front corner with a tapestry collection basket on it. Please join 

us in this journey of collaboration. Reach out to Cindy Osborne through Realm or 

email her at loupaints@gmail.com.  
 

  

Women of the Church Annual Luncheon: Registration Open  
The Women of the Church are looking forward to the Annual Luncheon and 
Business Meeting to be held in Broach Hall on Sunday, September 15 at 
11:45AM. We are excited to gather again for fellowship and food as we begin 
exploring this year’s theme of God’s Tapestry: Woven Together in Power and Purpose. 
We are delighted to welcome our own Lynn Erdman, as our guest speaker as she 
speaks about her work at Dove’s Nest.  

  
Reservations are REQUIRED by September 8 and the cost 
is $15.00/person. Register through Realm (Scan here) or 
submit the paper form and a check made payable to St. 
John’s Baptist Church. Paper forms are on the stands 
alongside the worship bulletins in the Sanctuary. For your 
convenience, you may place the form and your payment in 
the after-hours drop box outside the Church Office. Nancy 
Wilson will be available to receive reservations from 10:00 – 10:20 AM outside 
the Church Office on Sundays, September 1st and September 8th.  

  
In the spirit of Women of the Church, donations to Dove’s Nest will be collected 
at the door. Such items include non-alcohol mouthwash, toothpaste, dental floss, 
Ibuprofen, feminine products (pads, tampons), lotion, shampoo & conditioner, 
Ace bandages, slide-on knee supports (S-XL), and protein bars.  

 

 

Family Fall Cookout on Saturday, September 7 
Let's "fall into Fall 2024" with a cookout at the home of Liz and Jordan Benton 

(1401 Kingscross Drive, Charlotte, NC 28211-3973) at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 

September 7! Hamburgers and/or hotdogs, and buns will be provided. Let’s bring 

the condiments, sides, desserts, beverages, and paper products! Please review 

the available slots by scanning the LEFT QR Code and sign up 

to bring items by September 2nd. Register on Realm to 
attend the cookout. 
 

Questions? Please email or text Kheresa at 

kharmon@sjcharlotte.org or 910.890.3392. 

 

 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church  
300 Hawthorne Lane  

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org  

  

The St. John’s Pulpit  
Worship: September 1, 2024  

SJBC Summer Series: Woven Together in Love - The Kind of Church Our World Needs  
Message: ‘A Church of Beautiful Grace in Action’ 

Proclaimer: Rev. Haley Blackwell  
  

This Week at St. John’s  
  

Sun., Aug. 25 Romans 15:14: Recommit Yourself to be a Teacher & Learner 

  9:15 am  Sunday School  

 9:15 am Rising Kindergarten Breakfast (Broach Hall) 

  10:30 am  Worship (Sanctuary)  
  10:30 am  Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel)  
 11:30 am Children’s Ministry Parents Meeting in Broach Hall 
      
Mon., Aug. 26 1 John 4:17: Families with Loved Ones in Hospice 
  10:00 am  Adventures in Learning – Shepherd’s Center (Broach Hall)  
      
Tues., Aug. 27  1 John 4:18: Caregivers Who Work in Nursing Homes 

  10:30 am  Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room)  

  6:30 pm NAMI Family Support Group (Lounge) 

  6:30 pm  NAMI Peer Support Group (Room 114) 
      
Wed., Aug. 28  1 John 4:19: Individuals Who Pick Up Our Garbage 

  7:15 pm  Choir Practice (Choir Room)  
      
Thurs., Aug. 29  1 John 4:20-21: Individuals Who Clean Public Restrooms 
      
Fri., Aug. 30 1 John 5:1-5: Deacon Chair, Russell Norris to Phillips Bragg 

  8:00 pm  Eastway AA (Lasater Hall)  
      
Sat., Aug. 31  Galatians 6:1-5: Leaders for a New St. John’s Church Year 
  8:00 pm  Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall)  
  

Membership and Ministry  
If you would like information on how you can become a member of St. John’s, please 
call the church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards 
found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. One of our ministers 
will be happy to reach out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our 
website to find out more information regarding the many ministry opportunities 
available in the life of St. John’s.  

  

Ministers  
Every participant in God’s Servant Church   

  

Equipping Ministers  
Minister for Youth and Young Adults......................................... Rev. Haley Blackwell  
Senior Minister......................................................................Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD  

Minister for Congregational Care .............................................................Rev. Lee Gray  
Minister for Children and Their Families.................................. Rev. Kheresa Harmon  
Minister for Worship and Music................................................................Russell Nelson  

  

Church Staff  
Media Coordinator .....................................................................................Mallory Brown  
Children’s Music Director .................................................................................Chloe Hall  
Organist ...........................................................................................................J. Noel Lance  

Church Administrator........................................................................... Amanda Morrison  
Custodian………………………............................................................................... Chris Mullis  
Weekday School Director...........................................................................Lydia Olmsted  

  

 

 

  

  

Sunday, August 25, 2024 
10:30 AM Worship 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
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http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

