
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

February 23, 2025                                                          Ten-Thirty in the Morning 

The Gathering Music                                             J. Noel Lance, Organist 

The Words of Greeting                 Rev. Kheresa Harmon 
       & Announcements Of Church Life 

Prayer of Submission       Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship         Directed by Jacquelyn McAbee 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords                         Martha Lynn Thompson 

Entrance of the Christ Candle by Hannah Harmon 

*The Call to Worship                         Rev. Foust 

ONE: We are called to follow Jesus. 

ALL: But following Jesus isn’t easy. 

ONE: No. It will demand our dedication and our energy. 

ALL: It will change our whole lives. 

ONE: Come, all of you. Come and learn of the Lord Jesus. 

ALL: Lord, we come, seeking your wisdom and guidance. Amen. 

Written by Nancy C. Townley 

*Hymn of Praise, No. 15               Rejoice, You Pure in Heart 
The Chalice Hymnal                           MARION 

Moments With the Younger Church        Rev. Harmon 

Handbell Selection            Directed by Jacquelyn McAbee 
Sweet By and By                                                                    Arr. Kurt Meyer 

The Church at Prayer                        Rev. Lee Gray 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Joseph Freeman 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn of Discipleship, No. 621                   “Are Ye Able,” Said the Master 
The Chalice Hymnal                            BEACON HILL 

 

Reading of the Gospel                    James Laney 
John 6:60-63; 66-69 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. Because of this many of 
his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus 
asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy 
One of God.” 

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the 
Living Word of God. 

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

The Offertory Prayer                    Jeff Almond    

The Presentation of Tithes Plus Offerings                          Diaconate 
     & Congregation 

The Chancel Choir Anthem       Directed by Russell Nelson 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit                             arr. Greg Gilpin 

Every time I feel the spirit movin’ in my heart I will pray. 
Upon the mountain when my God spoke, 
Out of His mouth came fire and smoke. 
All around me, it looked so fine 
I asked the Lord if all was mine? 
Every time I feel the spirit movin’ in my heart I will pray. 
Ol’ Jordan river is chilly and cold. 
It chills the body but not the soul. 
There ain’t but one train upon this track. 
It runs to heaven and then right back.  
Every time I feel the spirit movin’ in my heart I will pray. 

*The Doxology              OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts:  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.   

The Message                 ‘Great Expectations’                     Rev. Foust 

*Hymn of Witness, No. 601                     I Am Thine, O Lord 
  The Chalice Hymnal                         I AM THINE 

The Commissioning                    Rev. Foust 

The Postlude                      J. Noel Lance 

 

CROSSWALK: WORSHIP AND PRAYER 
A JOURNEY FROM ASH WEDNESDAY THROUGH BRIGHT SUNDAY 

On Ash Wednesday, March 5th, Dr. Foust will begin leading us through the 
season of Lent toward our celebrations on Easter Sunday on April 20th and 
Bright Sunday on April 27th. Throughout this meaningful season of reflection 
and renewal, we will focus our worship on Jesus’ last words from the cross. 
Our theme for this spring is CROSSWALK.  For the past two months, we have 
introduced an emphasis of prayer to accentuate this theme. During Lent, 
CROSSWALK will include 40-days of prayer.  

In the coming weeks, we will be hearing more from our Converge Task Force. 
As we delineate our vision and goals for the next few years, we will be 
Walking forward into new possibilities and new opportunities as we begin 
our second century. This year is a sort of CROSSWALK for St. John’s. We are 
Crossing into a new chapter of our congregation’s life and ministry. Together, 
we are Walking as followers of Jesus, disciples (learners) of his way of active 
obedience to God. We are Crossing over into a new experience of 
faithfulness and ministry.  

Let us begin by listening again to hear Jesus’ words from the Cross. Let us 
take up our Cross and Walk as his disciples into the future. Let us step into 
this season of spiritual preparation willing to will God’s will. 

Ash Wednesday, March 5th, at 6:30pm, God’s Forgiveness of Sin 
 Homily: ‘Sins of Ignorance Can Be Hard to Forgive’ 
 Luke 23:32-34 - “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

Sunday, March 9th, at 10:30am, God’s Inclusive Love 
 Sermon: ‘Promises for a Desperate People’ 
 Luke 23:39-43 – “Today, you will be with me in paradise.” 

Sunday, March 16th, at 10:30am, Faithfulness of God 
 Sermon: ‘Honest to God’ 
 Matthew 27:45-46 – “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Sunday, March 23rd, at 10:30am, The Church as a New Shape of Family (Heritage & 
Hope Sunday) 
 Sermon: ‘No One is Left Behind’ 
 John 19:21-27 – “Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother.” 

Sunday, March 30th, at 10:30am, Hopeful Prayers of Commitment 
 Sermon: ‘Jesus Teaches Us How to Die’ 
 Luke 23:44-49 – “Into your hands I comment my spirit.” 

Sunday, April 6th, at 10:30am, Jesus as the Water of Life 
 Sermon: ‘Dehydrated Faith’ 
 John 19:28-29 – “I am thirsty.” 

Sunday, April 13th, at 10:30am, Keeping the Faith, Finishing the Course Faithfully 
 Sermon: ‘He Did Not Whisper’ 
 John 19:29-30 – “It is finished.” 

Maundy Thursday, April 17th, at 7:00pm, Looking Beyond What Looks Like the End 
 Homily: ‘Love One Another AS I Have Loved You’ 
 John 13:1-38 – We Remember Jesus’ Betrayal & Death in Communion  

Sunday, April 20th, at 10:30am, God’s Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
 Sermon: ‘The Amazing Race’ - Luke 24:1-12 

Sunday, April 27th, at 10:30am, Bright Sunday 
 Sermon: ‘Jesus Brightens Your Walk’ – Luke 24:13-35 

CROSSWALK 40-DAYS OF PRAYER: Please scan the QR code 
provided to sign up using Sign-up Genius for 1 or more of 120 
time slots to pray for our church, our diaconate, our church 
council, our Converge task force, and our staff. We will offer 
opportunities each morning, afternoon, and evening from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Syrup Sunday: 

You are invited to join us for Syrup Sunday (formerly 
known as Fat Friday) on Sunday, March 2 at 11:30 AM 
in Broach Hall! This will be a pancake lunch with games 
and a photo station. Food will be provided by 
Brookscakes! We ask that you please consider 
donating either ahead of time on Realm or at the door by cash or check! 
The suggested amount is $10 per person. 
All money collected will be donated to Refugee Support Services! 
Please register by February 28th! 

 
 

Children & Youth Basketball Banquet: 
The Children & Youth Basketball Banquet will be held on Sunday, March 
2nd from 4:00 to 7:00 PM in the Church Lounge. 

 
 

Save the Dates: 
• All Deacons Meeting at 7:30 PM – February 24 

o Panel meetings at 6:30 PM 
• Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 PM – March 5 

 
 

Families with Children - Save the Date! 
Mission Day for Children: March 8 
Children in grades 3 and up are invited to join us on Saturday, March 8 
from 10am-2pm at FBC Mount Holly for CBFNC's Children’s Mission Day. 
Deadline to sign up February 23rd! 
 

Thursdays on the Town: March 20 
Our next Thursdays on the Town for parents will be on March 20, 
beginning at 6:00 pm, at Puerta (1961 E. 7th Street). Free childcare is 
provided. 

 
 

Dove's Nest Collection: Urgent Needs 
Dove's Nest is a faith-based, free, residential recovery program for women 
and their children ages 3-11 as a part of Charlotte Rescue Mission. They 
are currently in urgent need of the following items: 

• Body lotion, Body wash, Tampons 
Please place all items in the Giving Nook at the Main Entrance. 

 
 

Room in the Inn Collection 
Room in the Inn is an overnight homeless shelter program sponsored by 
the Roof Above organization. Through the Room in the Inn program, St. 
John's provides overnight hosting for homeless men on several Friday 
nights during the winter. To support the RITI program at St. John's, please 
consider donating men's T-shirts, boxer briefs, athletic socks and toiletry 
items using the two Roof Above bins located in the Giving Nook area. 
Thanks for your support! 

 
 

From the Heritage Room 
The 100th Anniversary books have arrived!! 

Pre-ordered books may be picked up in the Heritage Room (next to the 
Church Parlor) on Sunday, February 23rd and Sunday, March 2nd from 
10:00-10:30 and immediately after church. If you need to arrange pickup 
at another time, please contact Fredda Kimball. A limited number of extra 
books are available for sale ($20). 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church  
300 Hawthorne Lane  

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org  

 

The St. John’s Pulpit  
Worship: March 2, 2025 

Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 and Matthew 28:18-20 
Message Title: ‘A Pastor’s Role in Your Church’ 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 
 

This Week at St. John’s  
Sun., Feb. 23 9:15 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
   

Mon., Feb. 24 11:00 am Faith Journey Book Study (Lounge) 
 6:30 pm Administrative Deacon Panel (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm Ministries Deacon Panel (Room 222) 
 6:30 pm Pastoral Deacon Panel (Lounge) 
 7:30 pm All Deacon Meeting (Broach Hall) 
   

Tues., Feb. 25 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference Room) 
 6:30 pm NAMI Meetings (Room 222 & Room 224) 
   

Wed., Feb. 26 9:00 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125) 
 7:15 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
   

Thurs., Feb. 27   
   

Fri., Feb. 28 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall) 
   

Sat., Mar. 1 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:30 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Membership and Ministry  
If you would like information about the church or on how you 
can become a member of St. John’s, please call the church 
office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” 
cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering 
plate. You can also scan the included QR code to fill out the 
guest card online. One of our ministers will be happy to reach 
out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our 
website to find out more information regarding the many 
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

Ministers  
Every participant in God’s Servant Church   

Equipping Ministers  
Senior Minister........................................................................Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD  
Minister for Congregational Care ...............................................................Rev. Lee Gray  
Minister for Children and Their Families.................................... Rev. Kheresa Harmon  
Minister for Worship and Music.................................................................Russell Nelson  

Church Staff  
Media Coordinator ........................................................................................Mallory Brown 

Children’s Music Director ....................................................................................Chloe Hall 
Weekday School Assistant Director........................................................Kristina Hartzell 
Organist ..............................................................................................................J. Noel Lance 
Handbell Director....................................................................................Jacquelyn McAbee  

Church Administrator............................................................................. Amanda Morrison 

Weekday School Director.............................................................................Lydia Olmsted  

 

 
Sun day, February 23, 2025 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

