
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

March 23, 2025                                                  Ten-Thirty in the Morning 
 

Prelude                                                                     J. Noel Lance, Organist 

Words of Gathering                                        Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Prayer of Submission            Rev. Foust 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship      J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle by Fae Bowen 

The Call to Worship               Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

ONE: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 

ALL: For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been 
found and welcomed home. 

ONE: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 

ALL: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 

ONE: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 

ALL: Amen! 
Written by Nancy C. Townley 

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 72               To God Be the Glory 
The Chalice Hymnal         TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

Moments With the Younger Church     Rev. Harmon     

Reading of the Gospel                   Mark McNeill 
John 19:21-27     

Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King 
of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, 
“What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, 
they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. 
They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece 
from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots 
for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast 
lots.” And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross 
of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your 
son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour 
the disciple took her into his own home. 

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the 
Living Word of God. 

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

*Hymn of Prayer, No. 575                     Come and Find the Quiet Center 
The Chalice Hymnal             BEACH SPRING 

Prayers of Confession      Rev. Lee Gray 

Assurance of Forgiveness             Rev. Gray 

Moments for Meditation              Rev. Gray 

During these Moments for Meditation, you are invited to respond 
to any of the following questions on the paper provided.  After you 
have responded, you may roll the paper up and place it in the cross 

at the front of the sanctuary. 

• What are some key values and expectations that bind the 
church family together? 

• What hopes and dreams do we have for our chosen church 
family? 

• How do you foster open and honest communication among 
the church family?  

• How do you ensure inclusiveness and respect for diverse 
perspectives within the church family? 

• What ministries of the church can we use for outreach to 
increase the relationships of our church family? 

The Chancel Choir Anthem     Directed by Russell Nelson 
No Longer Strangers           Arr. Jack Schrader 

He turned to say: "Come follow me." 
I joined his band to travel land and sea. 
And so we go to whom he sends,  
No longer strangers, we're sisters, brothers, friends. 

I walked alone, I heard your cry. 
I came to you instead of passing by. 
We gave, we took; our story ends: 
No longer strangers, we're sisters, brothers, friends. 

My world was small, my neighbors few, 
But now God's love gives me a larger view: 
Before the cross my world extends, 
No longer strangers, we're sisters, brothers, friends. 

No foreign kind, no alien race, 
In Christ we all have found a welcome place. 
The Spirit binds, our voices blend; 
No longer strangers, we're sisters, brothers, friends. 

The Message         ‘No One is Left Behind’                    Rev. Foust 

*Hymn of Assurance, No. 540         O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 
The Chalice Hymnal              ST. MARGARET 

 

The Offertory Prayer           Delbridge Narron 

The Presentation of Tithes Plus Offerings                    Deaconate  
    and Congregation 

*The Doxology                                            LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Words ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. 
Used by permission.  CCLI License No. 1596646. 

Call to Church Conference                                                    Russell Norris  
Vice Chair of Church Council  

Doug Hammond  
Chair of the Finance Resource Team 

Announcements of Church Life           Rev. Foust 

The Commissioning             Rev. Foust 

The Postlude         J. Noel Lance 

The front cover artwork is by St. John’s member, Jan Kerley. 

We will celebrate the life and ministry of Nancy 
Burgess at her memorial service on Monday, April 

21st at 2pm in the St. John’s sanctuary. 

 
 

As we open our Library Commons, you are invited to 
stop by for a Meet and Mingle planned by our 

Membership Resource Team. 

 

 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Meet and Mingle today in the Library Commons  

After worship this Sunday, March 23, the Membership Resource Team 
invites new members and guests to a Meet and Mingle in the Library 
Commons. This is an opportunity to meet the Membership Resource 
Team and Ministers and have any questions answered while getting to 
know one another. The Library Commons is located across from the 
conference room on the second floor behind the Sanctuary. Coffee will 
be available and children are welcome. 

 

 

Community & State Mission Offering 
This year’s Community & State Mission Offering will follow a “Loving Our 
Neighbors” focus. We will love our neighbors in Western NC still 
recovering from Helene and our immigrant and refugee neighbors here in 
Charlotte in need of welcome and support. The offering will be split 
between our ministry partners: Mars Hill Baptist Church; OurBridge for 
Kids; Refugee Support Services; Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency; 
and our local Immigrant Solidarity Fund. Donate now on Realm or via 
offering envelope. We are also collecting hominy and dried black beans; 
these will be distributed by Mars Hill Baptist to the Hispanic 
communities in Western North Carolina. Please put these in the bins in 
the Giving Nook in the Main Entrance Lobby. 

 

 

Elizabeth Communities of Faith Lenten Worship Services 
Once again, this year, the churches of Elizabeth are gathering at noon on 
Wednesdays during Lent. We will gather in the sanctuary of St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church each Wednesday. Lunch is served following worship 
and ST. JOHN’S WILL LEAD THE SERVICE ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
26. Please plan to join us! 

 

 

Easter Eggstravaganza: Register Below 
The Easter Eggstravaganza will take place on April 
13! Register here today! This is a CHURCHWIDE 
event for ALL AGES! We still need candy to fill 
Easter eggs. Donations of nut-free candy may be 
dropped off in Kheresa's office from now through 
April 13. 

 

 

Save the Date: Maundy Thursday Worship 
We will gather for Maundy Thursday worship on Thursday, April 17 at 
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Could you save the date and plan to join us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Baptist Church  
300 Hawthorne Lane  

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org  

The St. John’s Pulpit  
Worship: March 30, 2025 | Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: Gospel of Luke 23:44-49 
Message Title: ‘Jesus Teaches Us How to Die’ 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

This Week at St. John’s  
Sun., Mar. 23 9:15 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Meet & Mingle (Library Commons) 
   

Mon., Mar. 24 11:00 am Faith Journey Book Study (Lounge) 
   

Tues., Mar. 25 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference 
Room) 

   

Wed., Mar. 26 9:00 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125) 
 7:15 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
   

Thurs., Mar. 27   
   

Fri., Mar. 28 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall) 
   

Sat., Mar. 29 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:30 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Membership and Ministry  
If you would like information about the church or on how you 
can become a member of St. John’s, please call the church 
office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” 
cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering 
plate. You can also scan the included QR code to fill out the 
guest card online. One of our ministers will be happy to reach 
out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our 
website to find out more information regarding the many 
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

Ministers  
Every participant in God’s Servant Church   

Equipping Ministers  
Senior Minister........................................................................Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD  
Minister for Congregational Care ...............................................................Rev. Lee Gray  
Minister for Children and Their Families.................................... Rev. Kheresa Harmon  
Minister for Worship and Music.................................................................Russell Nelson  

Church Staff  
Media Coordinator ........................................................................................Mallory Brown 

Children’s Music Director ....................................................................................Chloe Hall 
Weekday School Assistant Director........................................................Kristina Hartzell 
Organist ..............................................................................................................J. Noel Lance 
Handbell Director....................................................................................Jacquelyn McAbee  

Church Administrator............................................................................. Amanda Morrison 

Weekday School Director.............................................................................Lydia Olmsted 
Sunday Custodian.........................................................................................Joshua Overbay 

 

 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Sun day, March 23, 2025 
10:30 AM Worship 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

