Welcome to the Worship of God

Please turn off all electronic devices

March 30, 2025 Ten-Thirty in the Morning

J. Noel Lance, Organist
Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

Rev. Foust

Prelude

Words of Gathering

Prayer of Submission

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship J. Noel Lance
Entrance of the Christ Candle by Amelia and Greer Benton

The Call to Worship

ONE: God has set this day before us,
ALL: A day set apart, a day of rest and praise.

Rev. Kheresa Harmon

ONE: God has set our lives before us,

ALL: A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve.
ONE: God has set God’s seal upon our hearts,

ALL: So that we might live fully in deep love.

ONE: Let us worship God.
Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, “Hold Fast to What Is Good.” Used with permission.

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 22 All Creatures of Our God and King
The Chalice Hymnal LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Moments With the Younger Church Rev. Harmon

Reading of the Gospel Joanne Compton

Luke 23:44-49

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of
the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.” Having said this, he
breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he
praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” And when
all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what
had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all
his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from
Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the
Living Word of God.
ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear.
Spirit of the Living God
LIVING GOD

Hymn of Prayer, No. 259
The Chalice Hymnal

Prayers of Confession Rev. Lee Gray

Assurance of Forgiveness Rev. Gray

Directed by Jacqueline McAbee
Linda R. Lamb

Moments for Meditation
Air with Holy, Holy, Holy

The connection between baptism and the death and resurrection of
Jesus is echoed in the Book of Common Prayer: “In the [water of
Baptism] we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in
his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.” Jesus
rose from his own baptismal waters to see and hear God'’s Spirit
claim him as God'’s beloved son.

Water flows through our religious history from the beginning:
e The primordial swirling waters of the Earth.
e The destructive diluvial waters cleansing the Earth of most of
its life.
e The collapsing walls of Red Sea water drowning all the
Egyptians.
Let justice roll down like a river, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.

As you hear the babbling water of the fountain, remember your
baptism.

e Remember the faith that has flowed from patriarch and
matriarch through the ages, as God has gathered us.

e Remember the water that floated the ark also receiving you in
baptism.

e Remember the water that parted to admit the Hebrew
refugees also streaming from our bodies as we were
resurrected from baptism to newness of life.

e Remember the words of Jesus on the cross, “..into your hands
| commit my spirit.”

What is your hopeful prayer of commitment?

Written by Delbridge Narron

7

“In the [water of Baptism] we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are
reborn by the Holy Spirit.”

The Chancel Choir Anthem
Give Me Jesus

Directed by Russell Nelson
Arr. Tom Fettke

In the morning when | rise
In the morning when | rise
In the morning when | rise
Give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus
You may have all this world
Give me Jesus.

Oh, when | am alone,
Oh, when | am alone,
Oh, when | am alone,
Give me Jesus.

From depths of sin | cry,
From depths of sin | cry,
From depths of sin | cry,
Give me Jesus.

Oh, when | come to die
Oh, when | come to die
Oh, when | come to die
Give me Jesus.

The Message ‘Jesus Teaches Us How to Die’ Rev. Foust
*Hymn of Assurance, No. 636 Abide with Me
The Chalice Hymnal EVENTIDE

The Offertory Prayer Suzanne Taylor

The Presentation of Tithes Plus Offerings Deaconate

and Congregation

*The Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Announcements of Church Life Rev. Foust
The Commissioning Rev. Foust

The Postlude J. Noel Lance

The front cover artwork is by St. John’s member, Jan Kerley.

Prayer Concerns
Joseph Freeman, Warren Lineberger, Anne Sutton
We will celebrate the life and ministry of Nancy Burgess

at her memorial service on Monday, April 21st at 2pm
in the St. John’s sanctuary.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Community & State Mission Offering

This year’s Community & State Mission Offering will follow a “Loving Our
Neighbors” focus. We will love our neighbors in Western NC still
recovering from Helene and our immigrant and refugee neighbors here in
Charlotte in need of welcome and support. The offering will be split
between our ministry partners: Mars Hill Baptist Church; OurBridge for
Kids; Refugee Support Services; Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency;
and our local Immigrant Solidarity Fund. Donate now on Realm or via
offering envelope. We are also collecting hominy and dried black beans;
these will be distributed by Mars Hill Baptist to the Hispanic
communities in Western North Carolina. Please put these in the bins in
the Giving Nook in the Main Entrance Lobby.

Elizabeth Communities of Faith Lenten Worship Services
Once again, this year, the churches of Elizabeth are gathering at noon on
Wednesdays during Lent. We will gather in the sanctuary of St. Martin’s
Episcopal Church each Wednesday. Lunch is served following worship.
Please plan to join us!

Easter Eggstravaganza: Register Below
The Easter Eggstravaganza will take place on April ;Z33F
13! Register here today! This is a CHURCHWIDE 34
event for ALL AGES! We still need candy to fill :
Easter eggs. Donations of nut-free candy may be
dropped off in Kheresa's office from now through
April 13.

Save the Date: Maundy Thursday Worship
We will gather for Maundy Thursday worship on Thursday, April 17 at
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Could you save the date and plan to join us?

St. John's Baptist Church
300 Hawthorne Lane
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204
704.333.5428 | www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org

The St. John’s Pulpit

Worship: April 6, 2025 | Fifth Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Gospel of John 19:28-29
Message Title: ‘Dehydrated Faith’
Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

This Week at St. John’s

Sun., Mar. 30 9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)

10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel)

Mon., Mar.31  11:00 am Faith Journey Book Study (Lounge)

Tues., Apr. 1 10:30 am SRtaff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference
oom)
Wed., Apr. 2 9:00 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125)
1:00 pm Elementary Children @ Nourish Up
7:15 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room)

Thurs., Apr. 3
Fri., Apr. 4 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall)
Sat., Apr. 5 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym)

8:30 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125)
8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall)

Membership and Ministry

If you would like information about the church or on how you
can become a member of St. John's, please call the church
office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests”
cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering
plate. You can also scan the included QR code to fill out the
guest card online. One of our ministers will be happy to reach
out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our
website to find out more information regarding the many
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John's.

Ministers
Every participant in God’s Servant Church

Equipping Ministers

SENIOF MINISEEN ...t Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
Minister for Congregational Care .........eeeevereeeeeeeeeee e Rev. Lee Gray
Minister for Children and Their Families........cccoceevevenerereceennee Rev. Kheresa Harmon
Minister for Worship and MUSIC.........ccoeueeeeeereceneeeeeeeeeeere e Russell Nelson
Church Staff
Media COOrdINAtOr .......coeveeeeeereeeeeeeeeeree et er e ss s s s e nesesesennns Mallory Brown
Children’s MUSIC DIFECLON .....ouevevevevereeerereeteteeeeeeee et esesesesesesenesenes Chloe Hall
Weekday School Assistant Director..........ccooeeeveveveeeneereveneerereeeerereveeens Kristina Hartzell
OFZANIST .eoveveteeeretetereeiere ettt seere e esses e seses e e s sesessssesesessesesensasesesensanes J. Noel Lance
HanNdbell Dir€CtOr ...ttt saeese e nes e ssenenene Jacquelyn McAbee
Church AdMiINIStrator.........cceeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e seaees Amanda Morrison
Weekday SChOOl Dir€CtOr.......ocueueeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee et sese e ssesesesenens Lydia Olmsted

SUNAAY CUSEOIAN.....ceceeeeeeereeereeeee ettt s se e esenens Joshua Overbay

. JESUS
N\ TEAcHES Us
Y How To
Die

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 30, 2025
10:30 AM Worship
St. John’s Baptist Church


http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

