Welcome to the Worship of God

Please turn off all electronic devices

April 27, 2025 Ten-Thirty in the Morning

Piano Prelude
Bird of Paradise Dance

Words of Greeting & Gathering

Entrance of the Christ Candle
This Little Light of Mine

Prayer of Submission
The Call to Worship

ONE: God of resurrection surprise, we gather with smiles on our faces to
worship You today.

Addison Norris, Piano
arr. Kristen Allred

Rev. Dennis Foust, PhD

Grace Harmon
Children’s Kazoo Choir

Rev. Lee Gray
Rev. Gray

ALL: May Your holy humor reach deep into our tired living, turning our
fear into trust,

ONE: despair into hope, and
ALL: sorrow into gladness.

ONE: God of miracles, open our eyes to recognize You and our spirits to
receive You. Send Your Light in Christ to brighten our walk.

ALL: Transform us from grief bearers into witnesses of Your joy. Amen.

May it be so!
*Hymn of Praise, No. 2 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
The Chalice Hymnal HYMN TO JOY
Reading of the Gospel Rev. Gray

Luke 24:13-35 (A Cotton Patch Paraphrase) Elizabeth Peacock

Leonard Ballentine

NARRATOR: On the day that God raised Jesus from death and the grave,
Cletus and another follower of Jesus were walking along the road
toward a town named Davidson, which is a few miles from Charlotte.
As they walked, they were talking about all these recent events. As they
walked and discussed all this, a stranger came alongside and joined
them in their walk. They did not notice him closely and did not recognize
this stranger was Jesus. The stranger asked them,

JESUS: “What's all this you're talking about as you walk along with such sad
faces?”

NARRATOR: Cletus and his friend stopped their steps. They just stood there
with tears in their eyes. Then Cletus asked the stranger,

CLETUS: “Are you the only person who was in Charlotte these past few days
who doesn't know about all the terrible things that were happening?

JESUS: “What things?”

CLETUS: “All the things about Jesus from Gastonia. He was a powerful teacher
and preacher. His messages were from God and his public actions
brought about change in people’s lives. He was bringing about change.
But a group of religious leaders worked with the politicians and got him
a death sentence. They killed him. We were hoping all along that he
would be the one who would get the church out of this mess. They killed
him on Friday. It's now been three days since he was killed. But early
this morning, some of the women in our group of followers amazed us.
They went to the burial vault but didn't find his body. They came back

and told us they had a vision of angels who told them that Jesus was
alive. So others of us went back to the burial vault with them and found
it just as the women had said. The vault was empty. We didn’t see him
nor any angels.”

JESUS: “Now don’t be so sluggish in your minds about catching on to what all
the prophets spoke about this Jesus. You need to understand how it was
necessary for him to suffer like this in order to be lifted up as the true
Leader of this God movement.”

NARRATOR: Then the stranger began with Genesis continuing on through the
prophets and he explained to them various scriptures referring to
himself. When they arrived at their home in Davidson, the stranger kept
walking as though he as going on up toward Statesville. But Cletus and
his travel companion warmly invited the stranger to be their guest.

CLETUS: “Please join us for dinner. It's late and the day is almost over.”

NARRATOR: So the stranger went in to stay with them. During supper, the
stranger took the bread and blessed it and then he broke it and he
passed it to them. And in that moment, it dawned on them. They
recognized this stranger was Jesus. As they were speechless with
astonishment, the stranger immediately became invisible to their sight.
They looked at each other and Cletus spoke first.

CLETUS: “As we walked along, our hearts were warmed with God’s Presence
as he explained the scriptures to us. It was as if the lights got brighter.”

NARRATOR: They almost jumped up from the table, even as late as it was and
went back to Charlotte. They found the 11 apostles and some others
who had gathered with them. And Cletus told them what had happened
along the road and how they recognized him when he broke the bread.

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the Living
word of God.

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear.

Moments with the Younger Church Rev. Kheresa Harmon

& The Prayers of the People
Prayer Concerns
Joseph Freeman, Richard Sealy, Anne Sutton
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.

The front cover artwork is by St. John’s member, Jan Kerley.

*The Doxology

Song of Joy I've Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy

David Erdman, guitar

Verse 1: I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!
Where?
Down in my heart!
Where?
Down in my heart!
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!
Down in my heart to stay.

Chorus: And I'm so happy, so very happy.
I've got the love of Jesus in my heart. (Down in my heart.)
And I'm so happy, so very happy.
I've got the love of Jesus in my heart.

Verse 2: I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus down in my heart.
Where?
Down in my heart!
Where?
Down in my heart!
I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus down in my heart.
Where?
Down in my heart to stay.  Chorus

Verse 3: I've got the wonderful love of my blessed Redeemer,
way down in the depths of my heart.
Where?
Way down in the depths of my heart.
Where?
Way down in the depths of my heart.
I've got the wonderful love of my blessed Redeemer,
way down in the depths of my heart.
Where?
Down in the depths of my heart to stay. Chorus

The Message Jesus Brightens Your Walk Rev. Foust
*Hymn, No. 231 Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us
The Chalice Hymnal HOLY MANNA

The Offertory Prayer Jason Benton
The Presentation of Tithers Plus Offerings

The Chancel Choir Anthem
This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine, let it shine.

Directed by J. Noel Lance
arr. Ken Berg

Everywhere | go, I'm going to let it shine.
Everywhere | go, I'm going to let it shine, let it shine.

All thought the night, I'm going to let it shine.
All through the night, I'm going to let it shine, let it shine.

OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts.
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Commissioning

The Postlude

Rev. Foust
J. Noel Lance, Piano



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Meet and Mingle Today after Worship
All guests are invited to our Meet & Mingle today after worship
in the Library Commons area. Children are welcome.

(=) ®) Thursdays on the Town: An Outing for Parents on

May 15

on May 15 at 6pm
. Register by May 11 to reserve childcare!

e Join us for dinner at Copper, Modern Indian Cuisine,

Grand Slam Picnic Honoring Dr. Foust: A Meal
with Children and Families on Sunday, May 18
e Children and families, let’s batter up for a Grand
Slam Picnic on May 18 honoring one great
catch, our pastor, Dr. Dennis Foust.
e Register by May 11.

Called Church Conference on May 11
Please mark your calendars for May 11 when we will call the
Church in to a brief conference at the end of worship. The
subject will be an update on the endowment and a proposal
about the usage of endowment funds. More details on the
proposal will be shared next week.

On the Way: St. John's Retired Adults and Friends
We will go to Old Salem on April 30. We will meet at the church at
9am that day and return around 5:30pm. The cost is $65 due to the
church for bus rental and museum entry. You will need to pay for your
lunch at the museum cafe. Please make your reservation by emailing
Lee Gray at Igray@sjcharlotte.org today!

Calling All Senior Adults (ages 75+): Senior Adult Picnic June 29
Save the date of Sunday, June 29 for the annual Senior Adult Picnic
held in Broach Hall immediately following the worship service. Details
coming soon! Sponsored by Women of the Church.

Youth and Young Adult Mission Trip to Western North Carolina
If you would like to be part of our Youth and Adult Mission Trip to
Western NC the week of June 15-20, please volunteer by calling the
church office and asking Amanda to place you on the list. You do not
need to stay all week. If your schedule only allows you to be with the
group a day or two, your help will be appreciated. The needs literally
change every week.

We will be in touch with potential efforts during May to have all our
ducks in a row by June 1. We will be staying with Mars Hill Baptist
Church and working at various sites in the area.

St. John's Baptist Church
300 Hawthorne Lane
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204
704.333.5428 | www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org

The St. John’s Pulpit
Worship: May 4, 2025
Scripture: Joshua 24:13-18 and Gospel of John 7:37-43
Message Title: ‘Jesus, the Great Divider’
Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

This Week at St. John’s

Sun., Apr. 27 9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)

10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel)

11:30am  Meet & Mingle (Library Commons)
Mon., Apr. 28 10:00 am Adventures in Learning (Broach Hall)
11:00 am Faith Journey Book Study (Lounge)

Tues., Apr. 29 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference
Room)
Wed., Apr.30  9:00 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125)
7:15 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room)

Thurs., May 1
Fri., May 2 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall)
Sat., May 3 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym)

8:30 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125)
9:00 am Shred-A-Thon (Main Parking Lot)
8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall)

Membership and Ministry

If you would like information about the church or on how
you can become a member of St. John's, please call the
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For
Our Guests” cards found on the back of the pew and
place it in the offering plate. You can also scan the
included QR code to fill out the guest card online. One
of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you and
answer any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more
information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in the life
of St. John's.

Ministers
Every participant in God’s Servant Church

Equipping Ministers

SENIOF MINISTEN ...ttt Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
Minister for Congregational Care .........veeeeeereeeeeeeeeeee e Rev. Lee Gray
Minister for Children and Their Families........cccocevevvvvrreevenenene. Rev. Kheresa Harmon
Interim Minister of Worship and MUSIC.........c.ccceeeeveeereeeeciereceeeeeree. J. Noel Lance
Church Staff
Media COOrdiNAtOr .......coeveeeeeereeeeeeeeeere et ese s s e nesesesennns Mallory Brown
Children’s MUSIC DIFECLON .....cuoveveveverererereerereeeeeee et sesessesenesenes Chloe Hall
Weekday School Assistant DireCtor.........ceeeveeeeereeveeeeeeceeeeeeeenenene Kristina Hartzell
HanNdbEll Dir€CtOr ...t es e sseese e nen e ssenenene Jacquelyn McAbee
Church AdMiINIStrator........cceeeeveeeeeeeereeeeeeeeee e beseaees Amanda Morrison
Weekday SChOOl Dir€CtOr.......oiueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeere et sese e seseseennes Lydia Olmsted

SUNAAY CUSEOAIAN.....ceceeeeeeereeereeeeee et s e enesens Joshua Overbay
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our hearts

Luke 24:13-35

Bright Sunday

April 27, 2025
10:30 AM Worship
St. John’s Baptist Church


http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

