
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

April 6, 2025                                                        Ten-Thirty in the Morning 
 

Prelude                                                                       J. Noel Lance, Organist 

Words of Gathering                                                                  Rev. Lee Gray 

Prayer of Submission               Rev. Gray    

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship       J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle by Alex Norris 

The Call to Worship        Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

ONE: Come to the water, all you who thirst, come drink deeply from 
the river of life. 

ALL: Come to the water, all you who are weary, come rest in the 
quiet pools of God’s love. 

ONE: Come to the water, all you who long for justice, come be 
renewed in God’s ever-flowing stream. 

ALL: For God is here among us, washing away the dust and grime of 
our lives, and pouring out the Spirit on all who thirst. 

ONE: Let us worship God together. 
https://re-worship.blogspot.com 

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 100         When Morning Gilds the Skies 
The Chalice Hymnal                   LAUDES DOMINI 

Reading of the Gospel                          Jan Kerley 
John 19:28-29     

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order 
to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was 
standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 
hyssop and held it to his mouth. 

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the 
Living Word of God. 

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Moments With the Younger Church   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

*Hymn of Prayer, No. 570                                      Sweet Hour of Prayer 
The Chalice Hymnal               SWEET HOUR 

Prayers of Confession         Rev. Harmon 

Assurance of Forgiveness         Rev. Harmon 

 

Moments for Meditation   

LISTEN…. HEAR…the sound of flowing water… IMAGINE the relief, 
when the free and precious gift of water touches your dry 
lips…PONDER the suffering that Jesus endured in those final 
moments.    

“I AM THIRSTY” These words of Jesus from the cross break our 
hearts.  We know, oh so well, what it feels like to be thirsty, mouth 
dry, parched.  Do they also serve as a poignant reminder of the 
humanity of Jesus?   

How amazing that God has entered into our life experiences as a 
lasting sign of His Love for us, embodied in the life and ministry of 
Jesus.  Could our longing for a cool drink of water compare for our 
longing for God’s presence in our lives.   

We have experienced what it feels like to desperately need a drink of 
water.  We know too, what it feels like to have a deep ache or 
emptiness deep inside of us.  It’s in that space that our Creator placed 
a longing for wholeness… allowing the gnawing emptiness to be filled 
to overflowing with 
the sure knowledge of 
God’s love and care 
for each one of us in 
our struggles and in 
moments of joy as 
well.  

Will you accept this 
gift to be still and 
drink your fill of God’s 
goodness and love?  

Written by Kathy Bragg 

The Chancel Choir Anthem       Directed by Russell Nelson 
When You Prayed Beneath the Trees         Lloyd Larson 

When you prayed beneath the trees, it was for me, O Lord; 
When you cried upon your knees, how could it be, O Lord? 
When in blood and sweat and tears, you dismissed your final fears, 
When you faced the soldiers' spears, you stood for me, O Lord. 

When their triumph looked complete, it was for me, O Lord; 
When it seemed like your defeat, they could not see, O Lord! 
When you faced the mob alone, you were silent as a stone, 
And a tree became your throne; you came for me, O Lord. 

When you stumbled up the road, you walked for me, O Lord; 
When you took your deadly load, that heavy tree, O Lord; 
When they lifted you on high, and they nailed you up to die, 
And when darkness filled the sky, it was for me, O Lord. 

[Text: Christopher Idle] 

 

The Message         ‘Dehydrated Faith’                     Rev. Foust 

*Hymn of Assurance, No. 576                 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
The Chalice Hymnal                       OLIVET 

A Word from Refugee Support Services   Anna Cushman 
         & Marwah Alemi 

The Offertory Prayer              Doug Hammond 

The Presentation of Tithes Plus Offerings                     Deaconate  
    and Congregation 

*The Doxology         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Announcements of Church Life            Rev. Foust 
& Steve Carter 

The Commissioning               Rev. Foust 

The Postlude          J. Noel Lance 

Following worship please join us in Lasater Hall to express 
appreciation to Russell Nelson for his ministry with us. 

The front cover artwork is by St. John’s member, Jan Kerley. 

Prayer Concerns 

Joseph Freeman, Warren Lineberger, Anne Sutton 

We will celebrate the life and ministry of Nancy Burgess  
at her memorial service on Monday, April 21st at 2pm  

in the St. John’s sanctuary. 

 

 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Community & State Mission Offering 
This year’s Community & State Mission Offering will follow a “Loving Our 
Neighbors” focus. We will love our neighbors in Western NC still 
recovering from Helene and our immigrant and refugee neighbors here in 
Charlotte in need of welcome and support. The offering will be split 
between our ministry partners: Mars Hill Baptist Church; OurBridge for 
Kids; Refugee Support Services; Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency; 
and our local Immigrant Solidarity Fund. Donate now on Realm or via 
offering envelope.  

We are also collecting hominy and dried black beans; these will be 
distributed by Mars Hill Baptist to the Hispanic communities in Western 
North Carolina. Please put these in the bins in the Giving Nook in the Main 
Entrance Lobby. 

 

Elizabeth Communities of Faith Lenten Worship Services 
Once again, this year, the churches of Elizabeth are gathering at noon on 
Wednesdays during Lent. We will gather in the sanctuary of St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church each Wednesday. Lunch is served following worship. 
Please plan to join us! 

 

Easter Eggstravaganza: Register Below 
Join us for our Third Annual CHURCHWIDE Easter EGGstravaganza in 
Broach Hall at 11:30 am on Sunday, April 13th. 

There will be an Easter Egg hunt for all ages, please 
bring something to collect eggs in! Come out for fun 
games, good food, and great fellowship!! The cost is 
$12 per person (age 13 and older) and $8 per child 
(age 12 and under). You can pay online through Realm 
or at the door with cash or check. Checks must be made to St. John’s 
Baptist Church. Please register by April 8th so we know how much food 
to order. 

 

Save the Date: Maundy Thursday Worship 
We will gather for Maundy Thursday worship on Thursday, April 17 at 
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Could you save the date and plan to join us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church  
300 Hawthorne Lane  

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org  

The St. John’s Pulpit  

Worship: April 13, 2025 | Sixth Sunday in Lent | Palm Sunday 
Scripture: Gospel of John 19:29-42  
Message Title: ‘He Did Not Whisper’ 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

This Week at St. John’s  
Sun., Apr. 6 9:15 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries (Chapel) 
 11:30 am Reception for Russell Nelson (Lasater Hall) 
   

Mon., Apr. 7 10:00 am Adventures in Learning (Broach Hall) 
 11:00 am Faith Journey Book Study (Lounge) 
   

Tues., Apr. 8 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference 
Room) 

   

Wed., Apr. 9 9:00 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125) 
 7:15 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
   

Thurs., Apr. 10 10:00 am Needle Ministry 
   

Fri., Apr. 11 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall) 
   

Sat., Apr. 12 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:30 am Kindermusik with Missy (Room 125) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Membership and Ministry  
If you would like information about the church or on how you 
can become a member of St. John’s, please call the church 
office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” 
cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering 
plate. You can also scan the included QR code to fill out the 
guest card online. One of our ministers will be happy to reach 
out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our 
website to find out more information regarding the many 
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

Ministers  
Every participant in God’s Servant Church   

Equipping Ministers  
Senior Minister........................................................................Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD  
Minister for Congregational Care ...............................................................Rev. Lee Gray  
Minister for Children and Their Families.................................... Rev. Kheresa Harmon  
Minister for Worship and Music.................................................................Russell Nelson  

Church Staff  
Media Coordinator ........................................................................................Mallory Brown 

Children’s Music Director ....................................................................................Chloe Hall 
Weekday School Assistant Director........................................................Kristina Hartzell 
Organist ..............................................................................................................J. Noel Lance 
Handbell Director....................................................................................Jacquelyn McAbee  

Church Administrator............................................................................. Amanda Morrison 

Weekday School Director.............................................................................Lydia Olmsted 
Sunday Custodian.........................................................................................Joshua Overbay 

 

 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Sun day, April 6, 2025 
10:30 AM Worship 

St. John’s Baptist Church 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

