
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

May 4, 2025                                                         Ten-Thirty in the Morning 
 

Prelude                                                                                        J. Noel Lance 

Words of Gathering                                                                  Rev. Lee Gray 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship       J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle by Mae Redding 

Choral Call to Worship                                                               Chancel Choir 
Woke Up This Morning 

Oh, I woke up this morning with my mind, and it was stayed on Jesus. 
Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah. 

Can’t hate your neighbor in your mind, if you keep it stayed on Jesus. 
Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah. 

Makes you love ev’rybody with your mind, when you keep it stayed on Jesus. 
Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah. 

Prayer of Submission               Rev. Gray 

*Hymn Of Praise                        All Praise to Thee 
SINE NOMINE 

All praise to Thee, for Thou, O King divine, 
Didst yield the glory that of right was Thine,  
That in our darkened hearts Thy grace might shine: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought; 
By Thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
And by Thy death was God’s salvation wrought: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Let this mind be in us which was in Thee, 
Who wast a servant that we might be free, 
Humbling Thyself to death on Calvary! 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, Thou 
Art exalted o’er all creatures now, 
And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Let ev’ry tongue confess with one accord 
In heav’n and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
And God the Father be by all adorned: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!                   

 
 

Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures             Dan, Carly, and Mae Redding 
Joshua 24:13-18 

I gave you a land on which you had not labored, and towns that you 
had not built, and you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards and 
olive groves that you did not plant. 

‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond 
the river and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to 
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the river or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.’ 

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought 
us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us 
along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 
whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, 
the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the 
Lord, for he is our God.’ 

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the Living    
Word of God. 

ALL: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

Moments With the Younger Church   Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

*Hymn, No. 683            O for a World 
Chalice Hymnal                 AZMON 

Prayers of the People        Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Prayer Concerns 

Joseph Freeman, Richard Sealy, Anne Sutton 

The Lord’s Prayer     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chancel Choir Anthem       Lord, I Need You 
Lloyd Larson 

Lord, I come, I confess; bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without you, I fall apart.  You’re the one that guides my heart. 
Lord, I need you, oh, I need you; ev’ry hour I need you.  
My one defense, my righteousness; oh, God, how I need you. 

Where sin runs deep your grace is more;  
where grace is found is where you are. 
And where you are, Lord, I am free; holiness is Christ in me. 
Lord, I need you, oh, I need you; ev’ry hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; oh, God, how I need you. 

So teach my song to rise to you when temptation comes my way. 
And when I can not stand, I’ll fall on you.  
Jesus, you’re my hope and stay. 
Lord, I need you, oh, I need you; ev’ry hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; oh, God, how I need you. 

Reading of the Gospel                         Rev. Foust 
John 7:37-43 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing 
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the 
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the 
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this 
about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive, for as yet 
there was no Spirit because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they 
heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the prophet.” 
Others said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the 
Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture 
said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” So there was a division in 
the crowd because of him. 

The Message           Jesus, the Great Divider                    Rev. Foust 

*Hymn of Acceptance, No. 487          Help Us Accept Each Other 
The Chalice Hymnal       ACCEPTANCE          

The Offertory Prayer                     Lynn Erdman 

The Presentation of Tithes Plus Offerings                     Deaconate  
    and Congregation 

*The Doxology         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Announcements of Church Life             

The Commissioning               Rev. Foust 

The Postlude           J. Noel Lance 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Called Church Conference on May 11 
Please mark your calendars for next Sunday, May 11 when we will 
call the Church in to a brief conference at the end of worship. The 
subject will be an update on the endowment and a proposal about 
the usage of endowment funds. More details on the proposal will 
be shared soon. 

 
 

Thursdays on the Town: An Outing for Parents on 
May 15 
• Join us for dinner at Copper, Modern Indian 

Cuisine, on May 15 at 6pm 
• Register by May 11 to reserve childcare! 
 

 

 

Grand Slam Picnic Honoring Dr. Foust: A Meal with 
Children and Families on Sunday, May 18 

• Children and families, let’s batter up for a Grand 
Slam Picnic on May 18 honoring one great catch, 
our pastor, Dr. Dennis Foust. 

• Register by May 11. 
 
 

Calling All Senior Adults (ages 75+): Senior Adult Picnic June 29 
Save the date of Sunday, June 29 for the annual Senior Adult Picnic held 
in Broach Hall immediately following the worship service. Details 
coming soon! Sponsored by Women of the Church. 

 
 

Youth and Young Adult Mission Trip to Western North Carolina 
If you would like to be part of our Youth and Adult Mission Trip to 
Western NC the week of June 15-20, please volunteer by calling the 
church office and asking Amanda to place you on the list. You do not 
need to stay all week. If your schedule only allows you to be with the 
group a day or two, your help will be appreciated. The needs literally 
change every week. 
 

We will be in touch with potential efforts during May to have all our 
ducks in a row by June 1. We will be staying with Mars Hill Baptist 
Church and working at various sites in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church  
300 Hawthorne Lane  

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org  

The St. John’s Pulpit  
Worship: May 11, 2025 | Mother’s Day 

Scripture: Gospel of John 1:1-5 and 8:12 
Message Title: ‘Jesus, Light of the World’ 
Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

This Week at St. John’s  
Sun., May 4 9:15 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 

 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries 
(Chapel) 

   

Mon., May 5 10:00 am Adventures in Learning (Broach Hall) 
   

Tues., May 6 10:30 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference 
Room) 

   

Wed., May 7 5:30 pm Personnel Resource Team (Conference Room) 
 7:15 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
   

Thurs., May 8 10:00 am Needle Ministry (Lounge) 
 5:30 pm Right Moves for Youth Event (Broach Hall) 
   

Fri., May 9 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall) 
   

Sat., May 10 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Membership and Ministry  
If you would like information about the church or on how 
you can become a member of St. John’s, please call the 
church office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our 
Guests” cards found on the back of the pew and place it in 
the offering plate. You can also scan the included QR code 
to fill out the guest card online. One of our ministers will be 
happy to reach out to you and answer any questions you 
may have. Visit our website to find out more information regarding the many 
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

Ministers  
Every participant in God’s Servant Church   

Equipping Ministers  
Senior Minister............................................................................Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD  
Minister for Congregational Care ...................................................................Rev. Lee Gray  
Minister for Children and Their Families........................................ Rev. Kheresa Harmon  
Interim Minister for Worship and Music.........................................................J. Noel Lance  

Church Staff  
Media Coordinator ........................................................................................Mallory Brown 

Children’s Music Director ....................................................................................Chloe Hall 
Weekday School Assistant Director........................................................Kristina Hartzell 
Handbell Director....................................................................................Jacquelyn McAbee  

Church Administrator............................................................................. Amanda Morrison 

Weekday School Director.............................................................................Lydia Olmsted 
Sunday Custodian.........................................................................................Joshua Overbay 

 

 
Sunday, May 4, 2025 

10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s Baptist Church 

http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

