Welcome to the Worship of God

Please turn off all electronic devices
*Indicates for the congregation to stand as able

July 27,2025 Ten-Thirty in the Morning
Gathering Music J. Noel Lance
Greeting Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD

Introduction of Rev. Chris Thomas, DMin Rev. Foust

*Passing of the Peace Congregation

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship J. Noel Lance
Entrance of the Christ Candle by Mabry Anne Miller

*Call to Worship

Leader:
Come, as those who have received Christ Jesus the Lord;
rooted, built up, and growing strong in faith.

Rev. Kheresa Harmon and Congregation

People:
Christ is our foundation and our fullness.
In Him, we live and grow.

Leader:
Let no one lead you astray with empty words or shallow traditions.
Christ alone is the substance. He is above all.

People:
He has set us free, forgiven us, and called us into deeper
discipleship.

Leader:
Hold fast to Christ, the Head of the body,
from whom all life and strength flow.

All:

We worship Christ, our center and our growth.
*Prayer of Submission Rev. Harmon

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 93
Chalice Hymnal

Praise Him! Praise Him!
JOYFUL SONG

Scripture Reading Ken Hungate

Colossians 2:6-19

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to
walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Watch out that
no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles
of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body

of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with
him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were
dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses,
erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He
set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and
authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them
init.

Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink
or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. These are only a
shadow of what is to come, but the body belongs to Christ. Do not let
anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of
angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking,and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons,
grows with a growth that is from God.

Leader:
The Word of the Lord from Colossians reminds us to live rooted in
Christ.

People:
We are alive in Him, made whole by His grace.
We walk in faith, grounded in the life of Christ.

*Hymn No. 609 Take My Life
Chalice Hymnal HENDON
The Church at Prayer Rev. Foust

Current Prayer Concerns
Andy Graven, Judy Kersey, Richard Sealy, Anne Sutton
Sympathy
Beth Gray, Lee Gray'’s sister, passed on ahead of us on July 12. A
memorial service to honor Beth'’s life and ministry will be held at
Providence Baptist Church (sanctuary) on Friday, August 8th at 11:00 am.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Offertory Hymn, No. 601 I Am Thine, O Lord

Chalice Hymnal | AM THINE
Offertory Prayer Lynn Bishop
Offertory Anne Hager
In Heavens Eyes Phill McHugh

*Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
“Don’t Let Them” Rev. Chris Thomas, DMin

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
BEECHER

Message

*Hymn, No. 586
Chalice Hymnal

*Qur Life Together and Commissioning Rev. Foust

*Postlude J. Noel Lance

TODAY'S PULPIT GUEST

Chris Thomas is Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Wilson, North
Carolina. He and his wife, Sallie, are parents of two energetic boys, Kohl (11)
and Carter (9). Chris holds degrees from Samford University (BA in Religious
Studies), Baylor University’s Truett Theological Seminary (MDiv), and Mercer
University’s McAfee School of Theology (DMin). He enjoys reading, being
outside (especially in or on the water with a fly rod), and working with his
hands. He loves telling stories, listening to stories, and sharing in the creation
of stories by walking alongside others in this journey called life. Along with his
role as Senior Paster of FBC Wilson, Chris serves on various boards and
councils for organizations including the National Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, CBF of North Carolina, Day 1, Hope Station of Wilson, NC, and
Ring Lake Ranch (Dubois, WY). He is a regular contributor to "The Welcome
Table" (www.welcometable.co), the Day1 radio program, and has contributed
articles and chapters to several books.



OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Retirement Luncheon for Rev. Dennis W. Foust
Please join us for a catered lunch in Broach Hall immediately
following worship service on Sunday, August 24, to honor the
ministry of Dennis and Paula Foust. There will be no charge for
your meal, but YOU MUST REGISTER IN ORDER TO ATTEND!
Only register children if they will be eating with you in Broach Hall. Zn:
Otherwise, childcare will be available for free, starting at 11:30 O gty
AM, and includes a child-friendly lunch. YOU MUST answer YES to childcare and
provide your child’s/children’s name(s) and age(s) when registering yourself.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 17
There is a limit on the number of attendees for this event so please register as
soon as you can, you don’t want to miss out.
You are encouraged to write a note to the Fousts and either mail it to the church, leave it
in the church office, or drop it in a basket provided at the luncheon.

St. John's @ otte Pride 2025!
Charlotte Pride 2025 is Saturday and Sunday, August 16
& 17, First Ward Park and surrounding streets in Uptown
Charlotte. On Sunday, August 17th, join us to shout,
"GOD LOVES EVERYONE!" along the Charlotte Pride
parade route. Please register so we know how many
walkers we will have. Can’t walk, but want to still show
your support, volunteers are needed to cover the booth both on Saturday and
Sunday. If you have any questions please contact Amanda Morrison at
amorrison@sjcharlotte.org
Booth Volunteer slots are for 2 hours each.
We need volunteers to cover the booth:
Saturday, August 16, from 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM
Sunday, August 17, from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Make a Joyful Noise - Rehearsals Resume July 30!
We're back! Handbell and Choir rehearsals kick off Wednesday, July 30, and we'd
love for you to join us in a new season of worship through music.
Handbell Rehearsal
® 5:45-7:00 PM | @ Handbell Suite | Previous musical experience preferred
Choir Rehearsal
® 7:15-8:45 PM | @ Choir Suite | Open to all who love to sing!
Whether you're returning or stepping in for the first time, this is your invitation
to make music, build community, and glorify God in a joyful, welcoming space.
Questions? Contact Noel Lance at nlance@sjcharlotte.org or 704.287.8434

ON THE WAY
On The Way will be going to Las Margaritas for lunch on Thursday, August 21st
at 11:30am. The address is 4426 E. Independence Blvd. Please email Lee Gray
at LGray@sjcharlotte.org to let him know if plan to be there so we can adjust our
reservation numbers with the restaurant.

Parents' Meeting and Breakfast on the 24th
Children and families are invited to our annual Back-to-School Breakfast on
Sunday, August 24 at 9:15 a.m. in the SJBC Library Commons. Following a
continental breakfast, parents will meet with Kheresa to discuss Children’s
Sabbath, the Nativity Play, and the new Sunday school year.

Fall Churchwide 2025 Save the Dates:
e Rise Against Hunger - Sunday, September 28
Children's Sabbath and World Communion - Sunday, October 5
Fall Festival - Sunday, October 26
All Saints Day Worship - Service, November 2
NAMI Walks - Saturday, November 8

St. John's Baptist Church
300 Hawthorne Lane
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204
704.333.5428 | www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org

The St. John’s Pulpit
Worship: August 3, 2025
Scripture: Luke 24:13-35 and Revelation 4:1-4
Message Title: ‘Everything Good Is Breaking’
Proclaimer: Rev. Kheresa Harmon

This Week at St. John’s

Sun,, July 27 9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)

10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries
(Chapel)

Mon., July 28

Tues., July 29 10:00 am Room)
Wed., July 30 5:45 pm Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell Suite)
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Suite)

Thurs., July 31

Fri., Aug. 1 All Day Weekday School Summer Session Ends
8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall)

Sat., Aug. 2 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym)
8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall)

Membership and Ministry

If you would like information about the church or on how you
can become a member of St. John's, please call the church
office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests”
cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering
plate. You can also scan the included QR code to fill out the
guest card online. One of our ministers will be happy to reach
out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our
website to find out more information regarding the many
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John's.

Ministers

Every participant in God’s Servant Church

Equipping Ministers
SENION MINISTEN ettt see et s aseseesaeesaens Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
Minister for Congregational Care .........eeveeeveeeceeesee e Rev. Lee Gray
Minister for Children and Their Families.......coeeeeeeererinenne. Rev. Kheresa Harmon
Interim Minister for Worship and MUSIC.........ccveeeeevreeeeeceeercveeenen J. Noel Lance
Church Staff

Stratus CUStOdIanSs........ceeeeveeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeree e ssere e Pray & Thomas Chanwal
Children’s MUSIC DIFECLON .....cuoveveveverererereerereeeeeee et sesessesenesenes Chloe Hall
Weekday School Assistant DireCtor..........eoeeeeeeeereeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeerenene Kristina Hartzell
Church AdMiINIStrator........ceeeeeiereeeeeeeeeeee e seaees Amanda Morrison
Weekday SChOOl Dir€CtOr.......ocueueeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee et sese e ssesesesenens Lydia Olmsted
SUNAAY CUSEOAIAN.....ceceeeeeeereeereeeeee et s e enesens Joshua Overbay
Media CoOrdINAtOr. ...ttt ea e se e es s sssebesens Liza Tindall

Summer Office Assistants........cccccvevererennnene. Nora Frances Benton & Lilly Marie Sweet

Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference

St. John’s

BAPTIST

A SERVANT CHURCH

Sunday, July 27, 2025
10:30 AM Worship
St. John’s Baptist Church
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