Welcome to the Worship of God

Please turn off all electronic devices
*indicates for the congregation to stand as able

July 6, 2025 Ten-Thirty in the Morning

Prelude J. Noel Lance, Organist

Greeting and Our Lives Together Rev. Kheresa Harmon
Passing of the Peace Congregation
J. Noel Lance
Entrance of the Christ Candle by Mabry Miller

Call to Worship

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship

Congregation and Dick Hester

ONE: In Christ we are free from selfish motives, the lustful hunger
of ruthless egocentrism with utter disregard of others.

ALL: Freedom is coming! Freedom is here!

ONE: In Christ our freedom is not exerting our privilege at the
expense of those who have none.

ALL: Freedom is coming! Freedom is here!

ONE: In Christ our freedom is not merely personal manumission
while others suffer in chains.

ALL: Freedom is coming! Freedom is here!

ONE: In Christ we are freed to be enslaved to one another, serving
the best interests of all. We are free to love our neighbors as
ourselves.

ALL: Free at last, Free at last, Thank God almighty we are free at
last.

Dick Hester

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
LOBE DEN HERREN

Prayer for Liberation

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 25
Chalice Hymnal

Reading of the Scripture Steve & Pauline Carter

Romans: 13:1-14
You have heard it said:

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for there is
no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have
been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists authority resists
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct but to bad. Do you wish
to have no fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive its approval, for it is God’s agent for your good. But if you do
what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the authority does not bear
the sword in vain! It is the agent of God to execute wrath on the
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath
but also because of conscience. For the same reason you also pay

taxes, for the authorities are God'’s agents, busy with this very thing.
Pay to all what is owed them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue
to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor
to whom honor is owed.

But | say to you:

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall
not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you
know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

ONE: Through these written words of scripture, we listen for the
Living Word of God.

PEOPLE: Those who have ears to hear, let them hear.

*Hymn, No. 634
Chalice Hymnal

To Us All, to Every Nation
EBENEZER

Reading of the Gospel Natalie Turner

Luke 20:20-26
The Question about Paying Tribute

So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in
order to trap him by what he said and then to hand him over to the
jurisdiction and authority of the governor. So they asked him,
“Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and
you show deference to no one but teach the way of God in
accordance with truth. Is it lawful for us to pay tribute to Caesar or
not?” But he perceived their craftiness and said to them, “Show me a
denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?” They said,
“Caesar’s.” He said to them, “Then render unto Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s and render unto God the things that are God’s.” And they
were not able in the presence of the people to trap him by what he
said, and being amazed by his answer they became silent.

ONE: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

The Church at Prayer and Offertory Prayer Rev. Lee Gray

Current Prayer Concerns
Warren Lineberger, Richard Sealy, Anne Sutton, Syble Zeigler

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Offertory
“Let There Be Peace On Earth”

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me;

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator, children all are we.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.

With every step | take, let this be my solemn vow;

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on Earth, an let it begin with me.

OLD HUNDREDTH

Jesse Roberts and Noel Lance
arr. Medeon E. Maraon

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Message ‘God Bless America’

*Hymn, No. 668
Chalice Hymnal

Rev. Delbridge Narron

For the Healing of the Nations
CWM RHONDDA

Commissioning Rev. Narron

Postlude J. Noel Lance



OUR LIFE TOGETHER St. John’s Baptist Church

Upcoming Softball Games 300 Hawthorne Lane
Monday 7/7 @ 6:00 pm. Wednesday 7/9 @ 7:00 pm Charlotte, North Carolina 28204
All games are at Providence Baptist Church on Randolph Road. 704.333.5428 | www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org
The league is Co-Ed and fellowship first. The St. John’s Pulpit

Please contact Dan Redding dpredding2@gmail.com if you are interested
in playing. With summer travel schedules we need a large roster

Worship: July 13, 2025
Scripture: Gospel of John 10:11-15

ON THE WAY Message Title: ‘Jesus as Intentional Interim Shepherd’
St. John's retired adults and friends are invited to gather for lunch at Red Proclaimers: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD
Rocks Café (4223 Providence Rd) at 11:00 am on Monday, July 14th. . )

Please let Lee Gray LGray@sjcharlotte.org know if you plan to attend so This Week at St. John's
our reservations can be adjusted for the right number of people. Sun., Jul. 6 9:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)

A Joyful Musical Celebration - July 13 Together in Christ International Ministries

We are thrilled to announce a truly special worship experience! On 10:30 am (Chapel)

Sunday, July 13, we will be joined by members of the Charlotte Symphony Mon., Jul. 7

Orchestra, who will lead us in a powerful offering of worship through ) ) )

music The woodwind quartet—featuring: Sam Sparrow (clarinet), Hollis Tues.. Jul. 8 10:00 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference
Ulakey (oboe), Amy Orsinger (flute), Joshua Hood (bassoon) ,will grace our ’ Room)

service with soul-stirring melodies as we gather, perform two exquisite Wed., Jul. 9 4:00 pm CFH Brand Re-Launch (CFH Offices)

solo pieces, and uplift our hymns with their artistry. This is more than just h L10  9:00 hi C h Hall
a musical performance—it’s a sacred expression of praise and reverence. Thurs., Jul. 1 Joam Architecture Camp (Broach Hall

We warmly invite you to be present and allow your spirit to be lifted by Fri., Jul. 11 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Lasater Hall)
this beautiful and moving musical worship offering to God. Come, listen, Sat., Jul. 12 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym)

worship, and be inspired. 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall)

Retirement Luncheon for Rev. Dennis W. Foust Membership and Ministry

following worship service on Sunday, August 24, to honor FHEEs

If you would like information about the church or on how you can ,
the ministry of Dennis and Paula Foust. :_h_ become a member of St. John's, please call the church office ;
2 e (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” cards found y
There will be no charge for your meal, but YOU MUST Egakahmes; on the back of the pew and place it in the offering plate. You can =" 8
REGISTER IN ORDER TO ATTEND! also scan the included QR code to fill out the guest card online. ’ ®

Only register children if they will be eating with you in Broach Hall. One of our ministers will be happy to reach out to you and answer
. . . . any questions you may have. Visit our website to find out more
Otherwise, childcare will be available for free, starting at 11:30 AM, and information regarding the many ministry opportunities available in B A P T I S T
includes a child-friendly lunch. YOU MUST answer YES to childcare and the life of St. John's.
provide your child’s/children’'s name(s) and age(s) when registering ..
yourself. Ministers
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 Every participant in God’s Servant Church A SERVANT CHURCH
You are encouraged to write a note to the Fousts and either mail it to the Equipping Ministers
church, leave it in the church office, or drop it in a basket provided at the SENMIOT MINISEEN oot eeseeeeseeeesseeesseeseseeeseeesssesesessees Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD I
luncheon. As mentioned in the Family News, you can give a Love Offering Minister for Congregational Care ..........ceeeeeeeeeeceeee e Rev. Lee Gray Sun day, J u y 6, 2025
for the Fousts on Realm. Minister for Children and Their Families.........covvweveeeescereeeeneen. Rev. Kheresa Harmon .
Interim Minister for Worship and MUSIC........c.occuvveveeeeeceneeeeececeerenenen J. Noel Lance .
St. John's at Charlotte Pride! P 10'30 AM WorSh Ip
St. John's, let’s show Charlotte that "God Loves Everyone!" T Church Staff ) o
Charlotte Pride 2025 is Saturday and Sunday, August 16 & iFarisaias; : SErALUS CUSTOTIANS...vereeeeeeereeeeeeseeeeseesseeesesesseesesesseeesesesssesesens Pray & Thomas Chanwal St. JOhn S Baptlst ChurCh
17, at First Ward Park and surrounding streets in Uptown {g Children’s MUSIC DIFECLOF ........uvueurvemrrinrerecriecensissessssssssesssssssssessssssssens Chloe Hall
Charlotte. On Sunday, August 17th, join us to shout, "GOD % Weekday School Assistant Dir€Ctor..........cc.oveveiieiineieeiiisisiesiesinns Kristina Hartzell
LOVES EVERYONE!" along the Charlotte Pride parade R e Church AdmMINIStrator ... Amanda Morrison
route. Can’t walk, but want to still show your support? Volunteers are Weekday Schqol DiIFECEON ..ttt ene Lydia Olmsted
needed to cover the booth both on Saturday and Sunday. Booth Volunteer Sund‘ay Custqdlan ......................................................................................... Joshug ngrbay
slots are for 2 hours each. We need volunteers to cover the booth: Media Coordlnator ........ leg Tindall
Summer Office Assistants........cccccvevererennnene. Nora Frances Benton & Lilly Marie Sweet

Saturday, August 16, from 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM & Sunday, August 17,
from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM


mailto:dpredding2@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org/

