
Welcome to the Worship of God 
Please turn off all electronic devices 

*Indicates for the congregation to stand as able 
August 3, 2025                                                               Ten-Thirty in the Morning 

Gathering Music                                                                            Delbridge Narron 

Greeting and Our Life Together                                                           Rev. Lee Gray 

*Passing of the Peace                                                                           Congregation 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship                                                    J. Noel Lance 

Entrance of the Christ Candle by Grace Harmon 

*Call to Worship                                                             Rev. Gray and Congregation 

One:  Risen Christ, You walked with friends and explained the scriptures. 
Open our hearts with your living word. 

 All:    Lord Jesus Christ, be known to us in the breaking of bread. 

 One: Risen Christ, You were a guest in the home of disciples. In this 
fellowship, be our guest, and transform our life together with your 
living presence. 

 All:    Lord Jesus Christ, be known to us in the breaking of bread. 

 One: You blessed bread and broke it, recognized by those who knew you. 
Feed us with your living bread that we might live as witnesses to your 
risen life. 

 All:    Lord Jesus Christ, be known to us in the breaking of bread. 

*Prayer of Submission                                                     Rev. Gray 

*Hymn Of Praise, No. 4                                   Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord, God, Almighty        
Chalice Hymnal                                                                                            NICAEA 

Gospel Reading                                 Hannah Harmon and Rev. Kheresa Harmon 
Luke 24:13-35                                               (paraphrased from Laughing Bird.net) 

The Walk to Emmaus 

In the afternoon of the day that the tomb had been found empty, a couple 
who had been followers of Jesus were heading back home to the small town 
called Emmaus. As they walked the ten kilometers or so from Jerusalem, 
they were talking over everything that had happened in the past few days. 
Along the way, Jesus himself joined them, but to their eyes he was just 
another stranger on the road. He asked them, “What’s all this you are 
discussing so intently as you travel?” 

 They pulled up in their tracks and looked at him with long faces. One of 
them, a man named Cleopas, said to him, “You must be the only stranger in 
and around Jerusalem who has not caught up with what’s been going on in 
the last few days.” 

“What has been going on?” Jesus asked. 

 They replied, “It is all to do with Jesus of Nazareth. He was a prophet whose 
words and actions electrified the people in the presence of God. The 
religious and civil authorities had him arrested and then pushed for the 
death penalty. They got their way and he was executed. We’d had our hopes 
pinned on him being the one who would set Israel back in its rightful place. 

It’s all been over for three days now. A strange twist has rocked us all today, 
though. Some women from our group apparently went to the tomb first 
thing this morning and couldn’t find his body. They came back and told the 
rest of us that they had seen a vision of angels who said that Jesus was alive. 
We sent a group down to check out their story, and they found things just 
the way the women had said, but there was no sign of Jesus anywhere.” 

When they had finished filling him in, Jesus said to them, “What a thick-
headed pair you are! Why are you so slow to get your heads and your hearts 
around everything that the prophets spelled out?! Hasn’t it always been the 
case that the Messiah would have to cop all this suffering before getting in 
on the glory that was in store for him?” 

Jesus spent the rest of their journey explaining the scriptures to them. 
Passage by passage, he showed them what Moses and the prophets had 
said about him. 

When they reached the turn-off to the town they were heading for, Jesus 
appeared set to push on up the highway, but they put the hard word on him 
to stop at their place overnight since the sun was going down and the day 
was almost over. So he accepted their offer of hospitality and went home 
with them. When he sat down to the evening meal with them, he picked up 
a loaf of bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them. 

Suddenly their eyes were opened and they realized who he was; and just as 
suddenly he disappeared from sight. They looked at one another and said, 
“No wonder there was such a fire burning in our guts when he was 
explaining the scriptures to us on the road!” 

 So, without a moment’s delay, they were on their feet and hurrying back to 
Jerusalem to tell the news to the eleven and the rest of the crew. When 
they found them, they were all together and abuzz with news: “The Lord 
really has risen! He has appeared to Simon Peter!” 

The couple from Emmaus filled them all in on what had happened on the 
road, and how it had dawned on them who he was when the bread had been 
broken.  

Leader: Were not our hearts burning within us as He walked with us on the 
road? 

People: Yes, the Risen Christ is with us—revealed in the breaking of the 
bread! 

*Offertory Hymn No. 321                                              Break Thou the Bread of Life 
Chalice Hymnal                                                                             BREAD OF LIFE 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                       Phil Vavra 

Offertory                                                                                           Chancel Choir 
O, Living Bread from Heaven                                                            Gary Matheny 

*Doxology                                                OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Moments with the Younger Church                           Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

 

 

The Church at Prayer                                     Rev. Foust and the Younger Church 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Debbie Stillerman 

Sympathy 
We express our sympathy to Tami and Alan Dietz, as her father, Andy 
Graven, passed on ahead of us on Sunday, July 27th. We also pray for 

Clinton and Hampton in the loss of their grandfather. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated at St. Gabriel Catholic Church in Charlotte on Friday, 

August 1st. 

We express our sympathy to Jan and Scott Kerley, as her mother, Pauline 
Funderburk, passed on ahead of us on July 24th. A memorial service will be 

held in the Chapel of Gordon Funeral Service, 1904 Lancaster Avenue, 
Monroe, NC, on Sunday, August 3rd, at 2:00 p.m. Jan and the family will 

receive friends prior to the service from 1:00 to 1:45. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
        For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*Hymn, No. 546                                                                                Amazing Grace 
Chalice Hymnal                                                        NEW BRITAIN 

Message                     “Everything Good is Breaking”                            Rev. Harmon 

Tanabata Prayer Tree Experience                                                       Rev. Harmon 

Observance of Holy Communion 
Through Intinction 

Communion by intinction is a traditional method of receiving the Lord’s Supper 
in which each participant dips the bread into the cup before partaking. This 
practice serves as a reverent expression of our shared participation in the body 
and blood of Christ. 

Communion Servers - Alex Norris and Addison Norris 

*Hymn of Surrender                                                                              I Surrender All 
Chalice Hymnal                                                                                 SURRENDER 

All to Jesus I surrender, All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence daily live. 

   Refrain: 
I surrender all, I surrender all; 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

All to Jesus I surrender, Make me, Savior wholly Thine; 
Let me feel Thy Holy Spirit, Truly know that Thou art mine.   Refrain. 

All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
Fill me with Thy love and power, Let Thy blessing fall on me.  Refrain. 

*Commissioning                                                              Rev. Harmon 

*Postlude                                                                      J. Noel Lance 



OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Survey for St. John’s Baptist Church Pastoral Search Process 
The St. John’s Pastor Search Team is tasked with identifying and recommending the next 
Senior Minister following Dr. Foust’s retirement in August, and your perspective on the 
type of candidate we should look for is important. We are asking for your participation in 
two ways: 

1. Step 1 is completing a quick survey to capture your thoughts on 
the demographics, background, and characteristics of an ideal 
candidate. 

2. Step 2 will come on September 21 when we gather as a church for 
a conversation based on the survey results, and to further refine 
any input on key priorities for the Search Team.  

Details on what we are asking you to do now: 
• Please take a few minutes now to complete the anonymous survey by scanning the 

QR code. Or pick up a paper copy  of the survey by contacting the church office at 
704-333-5428 ext.0 

 
 

Retirement Luncheon for Rev. Dennis W. Foust  
Please join us for a catered lunch in Broach Hall immediately following 
worship service on Sunday, August 24, to honor the ministry of Dennis 
and Paula Foust. There will be no charge for your meal, but YOU MUST 
REGISTER IN ORDER TO ATTEND!  

Only register children if they will be eating with you in Broach Hall. 
Otherwise, childcare will be available for free, starting at 11:30 
AM, and includes a child-friendly lunch. YOU MUST answer YES to childcare and provide 
your child’s/children’s name(s) and age(s) when registering yourself.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 
If you’ve registered, you should have received a confirmation email this past 
Wednesday, if you did not, please contact the church office at 704-333-5428 ext. 0 

You are encouraged to write a note to the Fousts and either mail it to the church, leave 
it in the church office, or drop it in a basket provided at the luncheon.  

 
 

St. John’s @ Charlotte Pride 2025! 
Charlotte Pride 2025 is Saturday and Sunday, August 16 & 
17, First Ward Park and surrounding streets in Uptown 
Charlotte. On Sunday, August 17th, join us to shout, 
"GOD LOVES EVERYONE!" along the Charlotte Pride 
parade route. Please register so we know how many 
walkers we will have. Can’t walk, but want to still show your 
support, volunteers are needed to cover the booth both on Saturday and Sunday. If you 
have any questions please contact Amanda Morrison at amorrison@sjcharlotte.org  

 
 

ON THE WAY 
On The Way will be going to Las Margaritas for lunch on Thursday, August 21st at 
11:30am. The address is 4426 E. Independence Blvd. Please email Lee Gray 
at LGray@sjcharlotte.org to let him know if plan to be there so we can adjust our 
reservation numbers with the restaurant. 

 
 

Parents' Meeting and Breakfast on the 24th   
Children and families are invited to our annual Back-to-School Breakfast on Sunday, August 
24 at 9:15 a.m. in the SJBC Library Commons. Following a continental breakfast, parents 
will meet with Kheresa to discuss Children’s Sabbath, the Nativity Play, and the new Sunday 
school year. 

 
 

Faith Journey Book Study 
You are invited to join the Faith Journey Book Study. We will begin meeting on Monday 
September 8 and will meet each Monday at 11:00 in the Church Lounge. Our book for 
the fall is Gospel Medicine by Barbara Brown Taylor. Books can be ordered by contacting 
Loretta Brown (lorettaybrown@gmail.com or 434-579-2669). All are welcome to this 
discussion group. For further information contact Kathy Bragg or Loretta Brown. 
 
 

 
 
 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
300 Hawthorne Lane  

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204  
704.333.5428 |  www.stjohnsbaptistchurch.org  

The St. John’s Pulpit 
Worship: August 10, 2025 

Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17 
Message Title: ‘Partnership’ 

Proclaimer: Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

This Week at St. John’s 

Sun., Aug. 3 9:15 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 

 10:30 am Together in Christ International Ministries 
(Chapel) 

   

Mon., Aug. 4 9:30 am Adventures in Learning (Broach Hall) 
   

Tues., Aug. 5 10:00 am Staff Meeting/Worship Planning (Conference 
Room) 

(   

Wed., Aug. 6 5:30 pm Personnel Resource Team (Conference Room) 
 5:45 pm Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell Suite) 
 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Suite) 
   

Thurs., Aug. 7 All Day Church Offices Closed 
 11:30 pm Joy Class Luncheon (Broach Hall) 
   

Fri., Aug. 8 8:00 pm Eastway AA (Broach Hall) 
   

Sat., Aug. 9 6:30 am Benton Basketball (Gym) 
 8:00 pm Together We Rise NA (Lasater Hall) 
   

Membership and Ministry 

If you would like information about the church or on how you 
can become a member of St. John’s, please call the church 
office (704.333.5428), or fill out one of the “For Our Guests” 
cards found on the back of the pew and place it in the offering 
plate. You can also scan the included QR code to fill out the 
guest card online. One of our ministers will be happy to reach 
out to you and answer any questions you may have. Visit our 
website to find out more information regarding the many 
ministry opportunities available in the life of St. John’s.  

Ministers 

Every participant in God’s Servant Church 

Equipping Ministers 

Senior Minister........................................................................Rev. Dennis W. Foust, PhD 

Minister for Congregational Care ...............................................................Rev. Lee Gray 

Minister for Children and Their Families.................................... Rev. Kheresa Harmon 

Interim Minister for Worship and Music.....................................................J. Noel Lance 

Church Staff 
Stratus Custodians........................................................................Pray & Thomas Chanwal 
Children’s Music Director ....................................................................................Chloe Hall 
Weekday School Assistant Director........................................................Kristina Hartzell 
Church Administrator............................................................................. Amanda Morrison 

Weekday School Director.............................................................................Lydia Olmsted 
Sunday Custodian.........................................................................................Joshua Overbay 
Media Coordinator................................................................................................Liza Tindall 
Summer Office Assistants............................Nora Frances Benton & Lilly Marie Sweet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun day, August 3, 2025 
10:30 AM Worship 

St. John’s Baptist Church 
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